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ComingEvents

January 20, 2008

Danville, IL - Chapter monthly meeting at
Jocko's Depot Restaurant, Williams and
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting and
programtofollow.

January 5 & 6, 2008

I ndianapalis, IN - Great Train Expoatthe
Indiana Fairgrounds. 10-4 PM each day.
Admissionis$7.

January 26 & 27, 2008

Cisco, IL - Annual train show on North
Eldon Street,10-4 each day

February 23 & 24, 2008

Hoopeston, IL - Annual train show at
Hoopeston Civic Center inthepark, 10-4
each day.

(- N
Dues ar e due now

For thoseof you that aremember sof
theNRHSyour renewal statement
hasbeen sent by thenational toyour
home.IfrenewingtheNRHS, consid-
eringtheincrease, pleasesend your
check to Allen Cooke, Treasurer,
PO Box 1013, Danville, IL 61834.
Allen will processtherenewal and
forwardtotheNRHS.1fyou havenot
paid yet you will receive a second
noticeafter thefirst of theyear . For
museummember stheannual renewal
isstill only $17 per year. We hope
that those of you than plan not to
renewwiththeNRHSwill continueto
bemuseummember s. I that isyour
desirepleaseforwar dtherenewal of
$17 to Allen and let him know you
intend toremain museum members
and continuetor eceivethepublica-
tion. We appr eciate the donations
that havebeen madethisyear. These
donationshelp offset thecost of run-
ningthemuseum at Rossville.
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Next M eeting

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday,
January 20, 2008 at Jocko'sDepot Res-
taurant, Williams and Gilbert Street,
beginningat 1:00PM.

Inlast month'sFlyer andthismonth, Doug
Nipper has been keeping usinformed on
the progress of the second track exten-
sion north of Danville. Slatedtobeputin
servicearound December 15 thisnew sec-
tionwill notonly allow for replacement of
the Winter Avenue bridge but in yearsto
comegiveCSXT theflexibility of meeting
additiona trains at this location while
usingNo. 2track south of Liberty Lanefor
storage of trains either waiting for crews
or waiting to beyarded at Brewer.

We had our election of officersat the
November meeting, and guesswhat, the
samegroupwaselectedtoser vefor 2008.
Thisissueissmaller at theend of theyear
duetotheholiday seasonanda soremem-
ber thereisnomeetingonthenormal third
Sunday of the month - the annual dinner
held early this month takes place of that
meeting.

InOctober member GeneCronkiteand his
wifemovedfromHoopestonto Oklahoma.
We got this recent message from Gene.

Dear Members,

We arrived safely Oct. 26/07. Already
miss the meetings. No meetings out
here but haven't had time to look
around.

Sncerely,
Gene Cronkhite

Editor: | first met Genewhen | joined the
Family Model Railroad Club around
1964. Gene worked for the C&El and
lived on Michigan Avenue, not too far
fromthe shops. Weused to meet at homes
at that time and if | remember correctly

rrr'\.\\'“ LE MUSEL M
CHAPTER NRWS:

i Model Operating )
Sessions

Rossville

Once again we are setting up operat-
ing sessionson Saturdaysat Rossville.
For 2008 the sessionson the Chicago,
Illinoisand Eastern Railroad will be:

January 5, 2008
February 2,2008
March1,2008
April 5,2008

All sessionsstart around 1:00 PM and
last until 3:30 PM.

Danville and Western
Railroad, 1819
Coventry Dr,
Champaign
December 29,2007
January 26, 2008
February 16, 2008
March29,2008
April 19,2008
All D&W sessions begin at 1:00 PM
and arefor operatorsthat are 14 years
of age an older. A new dispatchers
board will bein place thisyear so an

additional person is needed and ra-
dioswill be used.

\ J

had about 10 members. Gene, although
only 92 yearsold, madeit to almost every
meetingin Danvilleand wewish himwell
in their new home in Oklahoma.

Theofficersof the
Danville Junction
Chapter wish you
and your family a
happy holiday
season and ook
forward to 2008.




12 Daysof a
Railr oad
Christmas...

Onthefirst day of Christmasmy railroad
gavetome; onejunk reight withzeropoint
two horsepower per ton.

Onthe second day of Christmas, my rail-
road gaveto me; twogrouchy dispatchers
with trains in every hole; and one junk
freight with zero point two horsepower
per ton.

Onthethirdday of Christmas, my railroad
gavetome; threelousy Y ardmastersduck-
ing behind a window sill; two grouchy
dispatcherswithtrainsin every hole; and
one junk freight with zero point two
horsepower per ton.

On the fourth day of Christmas, my rail-
road gave to me; four railroad managers
hidingintheweeds; threelousy Y ardmas-
ters ducking behind a window sill; two
grouchy dispatchers with trainsin every
hole; and onejunk freight with zero point
two horsepower per ton.

Onthefifthday of Christmas, my railroad
gavetome; fiveForm B’ sjoint with other
trains; four railroad managers hiding in
theweeds; threelousy Y ardmastersduck-
ing behind a window sill; two grouchy
dispatcherswithtrainsin every hole; and
onejunk freight withzero pointtwohorse-
power per ton.

Onthesixthday of Christmas, my railroad
gavetome; six low orders, al ten miles
an hour; five Form B’sjoint with other
trains; four railroad managers hiding in
theweeds; threelousy Y ardmastersduck-
ing behind a window sill; two grouchy
dispatcherswithtrainsin every hole; and
onejunk freight with zero pointtwo horse-
power per ton.

On the seventh day of Christmas, my
railroad gaveto me; seven broken railsto
keepitentertaining; six dow orders, al ten
miles an hour; five Form B’sjoint with
other trains; four railroad managers hid-
inginthe weeds; threelousy Y ardmasters
ducking behind a window sill; two
grouchy dispatchers with trainsin every
hole; and one junk freight with zero

point two horsepower per ton.

On the eighth day of Christmas, my rail-
road gave to me; eight broken crossings
that needto beflagged; sevenbrokenrails
tokeepit entertaining; six slow orders, all
tenmilesanhour; fiveFormB'’ sjointwith
other trains; four railroad managers hid-
ingintheweeds; threelousy Y ardmasters
ducking behind a window sill; two
grouchy dispatchers with trainsin every
hole; and one junk freight with zero
point two horsepower per ton.

Ontheninthday of Christmas, my railroad
gave to me; nine cars on the ground,
draggedthroughthetiesandtwo switches;
eight broken crossings that need to be
flagged; seven broken rails to keep it
entertaining; six slow orders, all tenmiles
an hour; five Form B’s joint with other
trains; four railroad managers hiding in
theweeds; threelousy Y ardmastersduck-
ing behind a window sill; two grouchy
dispatcherswithtrainsin every hole; and
onejunk freight withzero pointtwohorse-
power per ton.

Onthetenthday of Christmas, myrailroad
gavetome; tenmisroutes, that havetobe
setout at the nearest side track; nine cars
on the ground, dragged through the ties
and two switches; eight broken crossings
that needto beflagged; sevenbrokenrails
to keep it entertaining; six slow
orders, al tenmilesanhour; fiveFormB’s
joint with other trains; four
railroad managers hiding in the weeds;
threelousy Y ardmasters ducking behind
awindow sill; two grouchy dispatchers
with trains in every hole; and
onejunk freightwith zero point two horse-
power per ton.

On the eleventh day of Christmas, my
raillroad gave to me; eleven lazy pool
engineers, al laid off sick; ten misroutes,
that have to be setout at the nearest side
track; nine cars on the ground, dragged
through theties and two switches; eight
broken crossingsthat need to be flagged;
seven brokenrailstokeepit entertaining;
sixslow orders, al tenmilesan hour; five
FormB’sjointwithother trains; four rail-
road managershidingin the weeds; three
lousy Y ardmastersducking behindawin-
dow sill; two grouchy dispatchers with
trainsin every hole; and onejunk freight
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with zero point two horsepower per ton.

Onthetwelfth day of Christmas, my rail-
road gaveto me; twelve pissed off crews,
all stuck away fromhome; elevenlazy poal
engineers, al laid off sick; ten misroutes,
that have to be setout at the nearest side
track; nine cars on the ground, dragged
through the ties and two switches; eight
broken crossingsthat need to be flagged;
seven brokenrailsto keepit entertaining;
six slow orders, al tenmilesan hour; five
Form B’s joint with other trains; four
railroad managers hiding in the weeds;
three lousy Y ardmastersducking behind
awindow sill; two grouchy dispatchers
with trains in every hole; and one junk
freight with zero point two horsepower
per ton.

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!!

ThePresident’s
Corner

| had started thisarticlefor the Juneissue
and didn’t finish it, and we have since
been so focused on reporting on the #2
main extension project each month that |
stopped doing this monthly column. |
neededto start writing it again sinceonce
the project isdone, therewill be no more
to write about. But you have to be care-
ful... Every e-mail that yousend Rick will
probably end up in the newsl etter!

Earlier thisyear, theChapter and C& EIHS
received a donation of a collection of
memorabilia from the late Harry Lind’s
family. Harry wasabrakemanand conduc-
tor onthe C& El andworkedintothe CSX
era. | remember Harry from hisvisitsto
NorthYard, and hewasquiteacharacter.
Heawaysdrove Subaruautomabiles, and
aways had anew story to tell.

We split the bounty with the C&EIHS,
their interest being a few timetables and
passenger brakemen's hats with C&El
buttons. Therest weare sellingtomakea
few bucksfor the Chapter. Rick haseven



sold a couple of other hats on Ebay.

One of the things | held out was the
MoPac* Operating EmployeesRulesEx-
amination” bookletfor 1982. Inthat year |
wastwo yearsout of high school and just
startingmy firstreal jobat Autotron. | had
been hanging out at North Y ard for about
four years, but was still exploring the
railroad. Andthisexam reminded methat
duringthat time, railroadingwasstill done
the old-fashioned way: Cabooses were
till ontheback of every train; trainorders
werehanded up withhoop and string, and
hotbox detectors didn’t talk; they had to
be read by the crew on the caboose.

The book isuniquein that each question
is actually a narrative about something
that really happened at some point on the
MoPac system. Each question also has a
photo, obviously staged to match the
incident. | guess your task as the test-
taker was to write up what was right or
wrong about eachincident. Inthe back of
thebooklet arethe* answers’ that explain
what went astray in each instance and
what ruleswere violated.

| don’t know what rulesexamsthesedays
arelike, but | suspect they’' re more*“ ster-
ile’ likeeverything elseintheindustry. |
used to help Bob Barker prepare for his
exams and learned the rules pretty well
myself intheprocess. Bobawaystoldme
that therulescould alwaysbeinterpreted
by the company to justify firing an em-
ployee, andtherewasarulefor every bad
incident that had happened onrailroadsin
the past. With the extremesthey gotoin
order to protect roadway workers these
days, it's obvious that rules on the rail-
road accumulateover time...

Doug

Rail News

STBordersfull EISin CN/EJ& E case-
The Surface Transportation Board an-
nounced today (11/26) that it will order a
full Environmental | mpact Statement (E1S)
aspart of itsconsideration of CN’ sappli-
cation to acquire control of the Elgin,
Joliet& Eastern. Whiletheboard accepted
the application as a“minor” transaction
that will get expedited handling, STB said
afull EISwaswarranted “in view of the
largeprojectedtrafficincreasesoncertain
line segments and the resulting potential
impacts of the proposed transaction on a
number of communities.”

The STB added “Although, under the
board' s statute, the transportation merits
of thetransactionwould bereviewed and
afina decision ordinarily be issued by
April 2008, itwill notissueafinal decision
until the environmental review process,
which proceeds on a separate track, is
complete.” Under a procedural schedule
announced today, notices of intent to
participate in the proceeding are due by
Dec. 13. March 13,2008, istheduedatefor
responses to “comments, protests, re-
quests for conditions, and other opposi-
tion.” The remainder of the schedule—a
publichearingor oral argument, datefor a
final decision, and datefor thedecisionto
become effective—depend on the
progress of the environmental inquiry.

CPpurchaseof DM & E Timdine-Under
a procedural schedule proposed today,
theSurface TransportationBoardwill ren-
der afinal decisionon CanadianPacific's
applicationtoacquiretheDakota, Minne-
sota& Easternon Sept. 30, 2008, with an
effective date of Oct. 30, 2008. Written
comments on the proposed schedule are
due Dec. 10. Any filing submitted in the
proceeding may be made via an e-filing
format (instructions at www.stb.dot.gov
attheE-FILINGIink) orinthetraditional
paper format. The proposed schedule
begins Dec. 5withthefiling of the appli-
cation, and provides for submission of
supporting and opposing evidence and
rebuttal,includingapossibleoral hearing
and publicargumentinJune, withthedate
tobedetermined. Final briefsaredue July
2,2008.

BNSF coal trainloadingsup mor ethan
four trainsper dayinNovember. Average
BNSFdaily trainloadingsfor the Powder
River Basin, including Wyoming and
Montana mines, stand at 53.9 trains per
day throughNov. 18,2007, comparedwith
an average of 49.6 trains per day for the
first 18 daysof November 2006. Y ear-to-
date through Nov. 18, 2007, BNSF has
loaded atotal daily average of 50.1 trains
in the PRB, up 1.3 percent from the 49.4
trains loaded through the same period in
2006. System wide, BNSF has loaded a
total of 256.2milliontonsof coal through
Nov. 18,2007, up1.8percentfromthe2006
year-to-date total of 251.7 million tons.

Track-laying crews completed construc-
tion of 21 miles of fourth main track on
LoganHill inWyoming onNovember. 1,
2007, and ballast is being delivered and
appliedtothenew track. Thenew track is
scheduled to go into service in spring
2008, withadditional crossover andsignal
work to follow. Elsewhere, an 11-mile
stretch of new second main track was
placedinserviceNovember 14, 2007, be-
tween Enterprise, Neb., and Stuart, Wyo.,
southeast of the Joint Line. Thistrackage
is providing additional capacity for the
movement of loaded and empty coal trains
between the PRB and destinationsto the
south and southeast.

The National Transportation Safety
Board noted sun glare on a signa as a
contributing causeto arear-end collision
on Norfolk Southernin January, 2006. In
its report on the accident, which took
place near Lincoln AL , the NTSB noted
that the engineer and conductor thought
they saw a green-over-red signal, after
whichthecrew proceeded and rear-ended
the train ahead. NTSB did tests that
showed that, at the time of day of the
accident, sunlight reflecting of f thesignal
opticscausedthegreenlight to appear lit,
even though it was not on. NTSB recom-
mended to NS that it instruct it crews,
when extra lights appear lit, to treat the
signal display asan error

Amtrak and Wisconsin state officials
dedicated the rebuilt rail station in
Milwaukee, WI . The$17millionrenova
tiontothestation, whichwasfirst opened
in1965, includesrevampedinteriorsanda



new areaallowingintercity busoperators
toasousethefacility. 16 Amtrak trainsa
day stop at the station

Chicago Terminal filed to lease, from
Canadian Pacific-Soo Line, and operate
approximately 4milesof line entirdly within
the Bensenville Industrial Park in
Bensenville,IL

Norfolk Souther nismaintainingitsedge
over other U.S. Classl| railroadsinreturn
onnetinvestment (ROI). Thelatest report
from the Surface Transportation Board
showsNSwithanROI of 14.6%inthe12
monthsended Sept. 30, upfrom 13.7%in
the corresponding period ayear ago. Soo
Line searnedareturnof 12.64%, upfrom
9.62%; BNSF Railway, 11.21%, up from
10.58%; CN/Grand Trunk, 10.41%, upfrom
884%; KansasCity Southern, 10.19%, up
from8.99%; UnionPacific, 9.02%, upfrom
7.07%; and CSX Transportation, 8.06%,
upfrom7.39%. Theaveragerateof return
forall U.S. Classl’ sinthe12monthsended
Sept. 20was10.40$% comparedwith8.64%
ayear earlier.

UP raisesthe bar on coal, again

There' san old Christmastale about how, if you don’t behave, Santa Clauswill leave
cod in your stocking instead of, say, an electric trainset around the tree.

Union Pecific says Santawill have no problem delivering coal this Christmasif need
be because it has once again surpassed its own monthly record for delivering coal
originated in Wyoming's Southern Powder River Basin (SPRB). In November, UP
delivered 17.9 million tons of SPRB coal—the best month on record, surpassing the
previous record of 17.1 million tons of coal delivered in September, and making
November 2007 the best coal |oading monthin UP history.

“For three straight months, we have consistently increased our SPRB coal train
loadings year-over-year and month-over-month based upon the strength and perfor-
mance of all three partiesin the coal supply,” said Doug Glass, UPvicepresident and
general manager-Energy. Those three parties are SPRB mines, the utilities, and UP
employees.

UP set several monthly SPRB coal delivery records. A record 1,159 coal trainswere
|loadedinNovember, surpassing September’ srecord of 1,114 trainsloadedina30-day
month. A daily average of 38.63 trainswereloaded in the SPRB in November vs. the
previousdaily averagerecord of 37.13trainsloadedin September. A single-day loading
record of 46 trainswereloaded on Nov. 29 to eclipse the previousrecord of 45 set on
Sept. 29. A consecutive seven-day record set was set twice during the last week of
November with 293 and 284 trains loaded, vs. the previous consecutive seven-day
record set during the last week of September with 278 trains loaded. Coal train size
recordsof 15,460tonsper trainand 130.6 carsper trainwereestablishedin November.
Both metrics are more than 2% higher than last year. Finaly, the entire Energy
commodity group, which includes SPRB, Colorado/Utah, Southern Illinois, Hanna
Basin, and coke, had best-ever recordsfor any monthintonsand carloadings. Thetotal
tonsrecord of 23.9 million tonssurpassesthe August 2007 record of 23.6 milliontons.
Thetotal carloadingsrecord of 205,462 topped the August 2007 total of 203,759.

UPdidnot say whether Santa’ scoal would betransportedtotheNorth PoleonthePolar
Express.

Via Railway Age

Chicago suburbsto fight CN acquisition of EJ& E

Several northwestern Chicago suburbs are lining up to oppose Canadian National’ s $300 million purchase of the Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern, Crain’s Chicago Businessreported. CN isacquiring the“ J' to relieve congestion on its Chicago-arearoutes. Barrington
and neighboring municipalities predict CN’ splanswill significantly increasetrain volumesthrough their townsand would lead to
nightmarishtraffic conditions. Residentssay they areworriedthat noi sefromlocomotiveswill shatter thearea’ sbucolic character,
undermining property values and small businesses. Barrington and at | east six neighboring townsintend to lodge objectionswith
theSurface Transportation Boardin hopesof blockingor restricting CN’ sacquisition of the EJ& EfromU.S. Steel. Thecommunities
have formed a coalition to oppose CN'’s plan. Completion of the saleis contingent on STB approval.

"Trafficisdifficult now,” saysCarol Nelson, aLake Barringtonresident. “| can’t evenimaginewhat’ sgoing to happenif wehave
20 trainsaday coming through. The serenity, peacefulness, and quality of lifewill change quite drastically if that happens.” CN
expectsabout 15 morefreight trainswoul d passthrough Barrington ontop of the 3-5trainsaday already usingthe EJ& Elinelinking
Waukegan, I1l.,and Gary, Ind. Volumesarelikely toincreaseeven morenext year asCN haulsmorefreightinto Chicagofromanew
container portin Prince Rupert, British Columbia. Withintwoyears, theport will beabletohandleat |east amillion shipping containers
ayear.

Canadian National saysthe route would allow it to move trainsthrough the Chicago areafaster and movetrains off routeswhere
they now wait for hours or move slowly because owing to the high volume of rail traffic. “ This needsto be viewed as providing
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relief to the entire surface transportation
system,” a railroad spokesman told
Cran's.

The STB has wide-ranging authority to
require CN toinstall sound walls, under-
passes, or other remedies to address en-
vironmental issues. Observers say amo-
tivated and well-financed opposition
could delay a decision on the sale for
monthsandthat approval of thesalecould
be challenged in federa court. But the
likelihood of Barrington and other towns
killingthedeal is, at best, along shot. “ For
themtomeddleininterstatecommercelike
that,it’ sjust not goingtohappen,” Chicago
railroad attorney and TRAINS specia
correspondent Michael Blaszak told
Crain's.

Via TRAINSOn-Line

| owa Pacific to
acguir e steam power
for Colorado
railroad

A subsidiary of lowa Pacific Holdings,
owner of five midwestern and western
shortline railroads, yesterday purchased
two2-8-0steam|ocomotives. former Lake
Superior & Ishpeming No. 18 and Grand
CanyonRailway No. 20. The18isopera-
tional whileNo. 20will requireanoverhaul
beforerunning again; lowaPacific hopes
the engine can enter servicein 2009. The
two locomotives are presently stored in
HoodRiver, Ore., whereNo. 18wasused
ontheMount Hood Railroadlast summer.
Alco’ sPittsburghWorksbuilt thepair for
theLS&1in1910.

A spokesmanfor lowaPacifictold Trains
News Wire the two locomotives are des-
tinedfor useontheSanLuis& RioGrande
Railroadin Colorado. Therethey will join
former SouthernPecific2-6-0No.1744in
pulling tourist trainsover scenic LaVeta
Pass. Planscall for thetwo enginesto be
moved from Oregon to Colorado in
December. Thelocomotiveswill be used
both on regular tourist trains and occa-
sionally on freight or mixed trainson the

linesto Monte Vistaand Antonito, Colo.
Therailroad expectsthat withtheaddition
of thelarger steam locomotivesit will be
able to run longer trains and have more
operatingflexibility.

The San Luis& Rio Grande operates ex-
cursion trains over La Veta Pass and
through the San Luis Valley to connect
with the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Rail-
roadfromMay through October. Thetrains
leavedaily from Alamosa, Antonito, and
LaVetaand operatein conjunction with
theDenver & Rio GrandeHistorical Foun-
dation.

TheSanLuis& RioGrandeRailroadruns
west from a connection with the Union
Pacific at Walsenburg, Colo., over the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains at La Veta
Pass, and into the valley of the San Luis
and Rio Grande rivers. At Alamosa, the
railroad splits, with a branch extending
south to Antonito and northwest to South
Fork. Inadditiontothe Union Pacific, the
SL & RG connectswithshortlineSanLuis
Central Railroad at Monte Vistaand the
Denver & RioGrandeHistorical Founda-
tion at Derrick, just west of South Fork.
TheSLRGisjustlessthan 150 mileslong.
The highest point onthe SLRGisat La
VetaPass, 9,242 feet above sealevel, the
highestrail-freightlineinNorth America.

In addition to the steam locomotives, the
company has also completed a deal to
acquire five former Santa Fe Big Dome
carsfromHolland America. Thecarswere
last used in service for the cruiseline on
the Alaska Railroad, running between
Anchorageand FairbanksviaDenali Na-
tional Park. Thecarswill bemovedtothe
lower 48andwill alsobeusedon SanLuis
& RioGrandeexcursiontrains.

Thedomeswere built by the Budd Com-
pany for the SantaFein 1954 aspart of an
order for 14 full-length domes. The first
eightcars, AT& SFNos. 506-513, werefor
El Capitan and Chicagoan/K ansas Citian
service. Twoyearslater, the Capwent hi-
level, and the domes were moved to the
Chief. Thelast six cars, Nos. 550-555, were
for the San Francisco Chief. Auto-Train
Corp. purchased 13 of thecarsintheearly
1970s, with Santa Fe retaining one car,
whichtoday ispart of BNSF sexecutive-
trainfleet. Two carshave been scrapped,
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but the other 12 cars survive today.

With five dome cars on hand, thereis a
possibility that some of the cars will be
used on other railroads owned by lowa
Pacific, a spokesman said. In addition to
the San Luis & Rio Grande, the other
railroads owned by lowa Pacific are the
Arizona Eastern Railway, Texas-New
MexicoRailroad, West Texas& Lubbock
Railway, PermianBasin Railways, andthe
ChicagoTerminal Railroad.

Amtrak gains
ridership

In September 2007, Amtrak boardingsin-
creased 8.4 percent for themonthand 7.1
percent for theyear-to-date, according to
the Travel Industry Association of
America's latest Industry Performance
Indicators report. The IPI are a set of
monthly measurements that provide a
quick snapshot of recent trendsin travel-
related industry segments. Data are ob-
tained from both the private sector and
government sources. The same report
indicated domestic air passenger
boardingsrose1.8 percent over theprevi-
ous year and year-to-date, while the de-
mand for motor gas rosejust 0.2 percent
and 0.9 percent respectively. Public de-
mand for the rail travel option is now
growing faster than that of the travel in-
dustry as awhole, even while the supply
of seatson Amtrak isconstrainedinmany
marketsby limited frequenciesand short-
ened train consists.

Via TRAINSOn-Line 11-06

UrbanaTrain Show

March 15 & 16,
2008 Lincoln Square
Village - Urbana, IL




BNSF marks completion of tripletrack on
PRB joint line

ThePowder River Basin (PRB) joint linein\Wyoming now istriple-trackedfromendto
end. Latelast month, BNSF Railway Co. opened a12-milethird mainbetween Caballo
Junctionand Coal Creek Junction, markingthecompletionof tripletrack alongtheentire
103-milelineBNSF shareswith Union Pacific Railroad.

In July, BNSF placed in service 15 miles of third main track between Donkey Creek
Junctionand Caballo Junction; in September, the Class| opened anadditional 13miles
of tripletrack between Coal Creek Junction and Reno Junction.

" Compl etion of thethird mainlinenot only improvestheflow of |oaded and empty coal
trainstoandfromthe 10 minesserved by BNSFand UPonthejointline, but alsoallows
double-track operations to continue when any one of the three tracks must be taken
out of service for maintenance,” BNSF officials said in aservice advisory posted on
the Class I's Web site. By year's end, BNSF also expects to complete 21 miles of
quadruple track south of the North Antelope Rochelle Mine — the joint ling’ sfirst
segment of fourth mainline.

Additional track capacity already ishel ping BNSF boost PRB coal traffic. In October,
therailroad averaged 51.4 daily trainloadingscompared with October 2006’ s50.4-train
average. And through 2007’ sfirst 10 months, BNSF averaged 49.8 train loadings per

day, up dightly compared with a49.4-train average during the same 2006 period.

Via Progressive Railroading

Changein CN (IC)
detectors

Theassimilationof ICinto CN continues.
The Tolono, Peotone and Clifton defect
detectors all now ID themselves as CN
instead of | C. Boththe Tolonoand Pectone
detectors have completely new voices,
very electronic sounding instead of are-
cording of areal human being. And both
of themgivethetemperaturesay “F” after
the numbers. Peotone no longer gives a
trainlength, whichistoo bad asit wasthe
most accurate one on the Chicago Sub.
And Peotone is an all-new detector, not
just a new voice. There are new bolom-
eters, dragger panelsand wiringin place.
Clifton is till the old equipment. Don't
know about Tolono as| don’t get that far
south.

Clifton isthe combination of two voices.
| think they just changeto talker portion.
Itisboth old and new voicesand you can
clearly hear that whenyoulistentoit. And
thevoicethat says“ CN Detector” sounds
likeitisin seriouspain.

Now oddly enough, thesign at the Center

Street entrance to Markham Yard's
Moyers Intermodal Terminal still says
Illinois Central and hasthe | C death star
logo on it. And this sign was down for
quitesometimebeforethey put it back up
too. Gofigure.

An update on the merger with the J; the
Surf Board hasannounced that themerger
will be considered a minor transaction,
which was somewhat of ashock tomeas
itwill haveamajor impact onall Chicago
arearailroading. And they must conduct
anenvironmental impact study asitwill be
a huge impact on most of the towns and
cities the J operates through. Don’'t bet
that this will stop the merger though, no
matter how muchthetownsalongtheway
arewhiningand crying about it. It wasn't
all that many years ago the Jwasamuch
busier property than it is today. Now
though, much of what oncewasthe coun-
try where the J operated is now fully or
greatly developed. And all those folks
that built right next to therailroad arethe
onesreally whining.

Evenmy fatherinlaw, whobuilt right next
to the J two years ago is whining and
crying. And | told him back then he was
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makingaseriousmistakebuildingnextto
arailroad. Hedidn'tbelievemeor wantto
hear itwhen| toldhimtheJwould only get
busier over time. Hebelievedthedevelop-
erswhen they told him they hardly oper-
ateany trainsat all onthat line. | guessthe
present 10trainsper day isnothing. When
the time comesthat | am rolling past his
home, | will givehimashot of whistletotell
him hello. Or maybe, ha ha. His present
belief isthat they should find somewhere
else to run those trains, like out in the
country. Hmm, three years ago where he
now lives was out in the country.

Perhaps they should have built some-
placealittlemorebucalic, likesay nextto
I-65. Thererealy isn’t that much traffic
thereafter oneof thoseseemingly weekly
big wrecks occur and al the traffic is
stopped for severa hours.

Tuch

Signal confusion
may have caused
Amtrak wreck

TheNational Transportation Safety Board
is investigating whether the engineer of
anAmtrak trainthat sammedintotheback
of astopped freight train properly inter-
preted asignal, the Chicago Tribune re-
ported.

According to the Tribune, the dispatcher
gave the engineer of thetrain ared over
yellow signal prior to the collision. Ac-
cording to the operating rulesin placeon
the Norfolk Southern line on Chicago’'s
South Side where the accident occurred,
red over yellow would be a restricting
signal. Under that indication, the train
would be permitted to proceed no faster
than 15mph, and must bepreparedto stop
short of any obstructionsinitspath, such
asthe stopped freight. The locomotive's
event recorder indicated the engineer
slowedto crossfromonetrack toanother,
asthe signal indicated, but then acceler-
ated and wastraveling 40 mph until nine
secondsprior tothecollision, whenacrew
member applied the train’s emergency
brake.



Colored signalsindicate different things
ondifferentrailroads. TheAmtrak trainin
guestion, the Pere Marquettefrom Grand
Rapids, Mich., travelsover tworailroads
onwhichthesamesignal appearance(sig-
nal aspect, in technical terms) can mean
two separate things. And while Amtrak
isn'treleasingthenameof thecrew mem-
bersinvolved, it hassaidtheengineer was
somewhat new.

" Signalsmeandifferentthingsat different
places,” said Keith Holloway, a spokes-
manfortheNTSB. “Wedon'tyet know if
there was confusion or a distraction, but
we are looking at what the engineer was
doing at thetimethered over yellow was
displayed. We are trying to determine
what the different interpretations could
have been.”

STB Rejects sale of
NS Michigan Line

The Surface Transportation Board
Monday (12/10) rejected a planned sale
by Norfolk Southern of rail right-of-way
betweenKalamazooandY psilanti, Mich.
NS had planned to sell the route, along
with two other lines, to Watco Cos. Inc.,
which planned to form the Michigan
Central Railway. NS would have kept a
one-third interest in the new company.

Because of the decision, “We're just a
wannabe railroad company that doesn’t
have a railroad,” said Ed McKechnieg,
Watco' sexecutivevicepresident and chief
commercial officer.

"Because of all the time and the effort
we've put into addressing the legitimate
concernsof al of thepartiesinthismatter,
the decision certainly is a disappoint-
ment,” said NS spokesman Rudy
Husband. “We regoingtotakesometime
to thoroughly review our options.”

Unionsand numerousmunicipalitiesalong
theroute opposed the sal e, stressing con-
cerns over future maintenance and pos-
sibleimpact on Amtrak operations. Amtrak
supported the proposed sale since
Michigan Central officialspledgedtokeep
theright-of-way upto passenger rail stan-
dards.

Theproposed NSsaea soincludedrights-
of-way between Grand Rapids, Mich.,and
Elkhart, Ind., and between Jackson and
Lansing. Italsoincluded Michigan Central
operatingNorfolk Southern’ srail yardsin
Battle Creek, Kalamazoo, Jackson,
Lansing, and Grand Rapids.

Peoria area short
lines battle each
other

The Surface Transportation Board told
theCentra llinoisRailway andthePioneer
Industrial Railway to come to an agree-
ment for joint use of the so-called Kellar
Branch, a seven-mile line in Peoria and
Peoria Heights, I1I. Since the ruling, the
two railroads have not been ableto come
toterms, and Central I1linoiswent sofar as
to ask Peoria police to cite Pioneer for
trespassing, which police declined to do,
according to astory inthe PeoriaJournal
Star.

"The STB ruling directed thetwo of them
todevel op anoperating protocol between
them,” said Peoria City Manager Randy
Oliver. “The STB created this mess, and
theSTB isgoingtohavetounscrambleit.”

The trespassing battle broke out when
one hi-rail truck from each railroad en-
countered each other on the branch yes-
terday morningwhileinspectingtheline.
Pioneer CEOand President MikeCarr ac-
cused the Cl employeeof ignoring aflag-
manhiscompany hadinplaceandsaidthe
driver of theCl hi-rail truck proceeded to
“charge” downthelineat Pioneer’ struck.
Via TRAINSOn-Line

New No. 2 Main at
Danville

December 1 (early) - Foreman Shaw hasa
707today, and| just heard themtalkingto
someone who asked if they were taking
the entire #2 track out of service. There
was a discussion of how the yard jobs
could still useit at the south end, but the
order clearly stated all of #2 sothat’ swhat
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they’re going with until someone higher
up saysdifferently. (Put aportablederail
amile south of Winter and you' ve got it
covered.)

So it sounds like they will be cutting #2
away from the old RA switch and re-
aligning it to the new track north of there
asthefirst part of the cutover. They can
jumper thingsup so RA will still work for
mainlinemoves.

(Sameday, later) ontotherea newsof the
day. They toreout thewholeswitch at the
old RA Jct. yesterday and straight-railed
#1 main. #2 mainisOOS completely and
the signal department was making some
changes down at the new Voorhees St.
temporary signals. They arestill liningthe
old RA for moves, butit’ sonly ahold-out
signal likeHoopestoninthistwilight of its
existence.

Ontheway upto Rossvillefor the operat-
ingsession, | wentby the116signal tosee
if there were any changes there, or if it
looked likethat signal might beretired. |
still thought at thetimethat there’ senough
stopping distanceto keep it asthe distant
signal for NE RA Jct. (Therewasalready
an Electrocode repeater in the old West
Newell flasher case, so fromthereto 116
wasat least 1.5miles.)

But on upto Alvin (I missed Bismarck) |
was floored to see they added a second
head for *southbound trains* on that
intermediatesignal. | could understandif
itwasfor northboundssincethey’ replan-
ning on circuiting the Rossville siding.
But no way could thisbethe approach to
NERA Jct. It' stoofar (about 8 miles), and
they would haveamultitudeof EC repeat-
ersfor that big of ablock.

So| mentionthisat thesession, and Skylar
says they’ve also added alower head to
the Bismarck signal! Now that could be
the new southbound approach to double
track whichwould meanthat the 116 sig-
nal WILL go and just be an EC repeater
location. Or, it couldbefor another yellow
to give an advance approach in the case
there isn't quite stopping distance be-
tween 116 and the new control point.
WEe Il just have to wait and see.

OntheAlvinsignal, they might just have
it turned thewrong way anditisgoingto



be new lower head for northbounds after
all. That’ stheonly thing that makessense
tome.

Don'tknow if they’ Il work Sunday or not.
Sincethe old northbound signal at RA is
betweenthemains, they’ Il havetoleaveit
until it' scompl etely retired and shovethe
new #2 main track right up against it. It
lookedlikethey alsostill neededtolay the
weldedrail ontop of theexistingtiesdown
to the new RA Jct when | went by this
morning.

December 3 - (full speed ahead) Well,
they sure bit off more than they could
chewinoneday, that’sfor sure! | think it
must havebeplannedfor at | east two days
or maybeall week. All morningand early
into the afternoon was spent on bonding
oldinsulated joints, knocking off tempo-
rary bonds on new ones, turning heads
andall thefunstuff. Then| startedto hear
Gary Bdll, the head brain, working at S.
Rossville. They tested from there to the
signal at Bismarck both ways several
times. S. Rossville got anew ATCS ad-
dresseventhoughit’ sstill the same mes-

sage type.

| went up during some of this and saw
somesignals. At Bismarck, thenew lower
head only has two pods, and | saw a
yellow over flashing green. This means
that the signal at 116 will be gone, and
further it meansthat we might betalking
about LIMITED SPEED aspects, at |east
at NE RA Jct. That is 45MPH! And at
Liberty Lanethey are setting the starts at
3000ft., whichisabout right for 69M PH.

Still, 1 don't understand the new extra
headat Alvin. Itisindeedfor southbounds,
andittooonly isbigenoughfor two pods.
| don’t know of any special aspect usedin
advance of Approach Limited, which is
what Bismarck seems to be capable of.

As| wastyping this, they were bringing
649 south on #1 and the dispatcher gave
124 the blocks to go up #2 even though
therewas confusion about whether or not
it wasreally back in service. Someone at
Jax didn’t get atrain messagetaken down
as they thought they did.

Thereisswitchtender at the new RA Jct,
and flagman at West Newell Road. But

now thesignal departmentisn’t suretheir
suspension order covers #2! What a fi-
asco! And now it lookslikethe have 124
linedintoNorthY ard. Should beinterest-
ing! (Aw, they figuredit out...)

Later onDecember 3(finally) Q124-02ran
theentirelengthof #2from DanvilletoNE
RA Jct, with foreman Steve Shaw on the
locomotive' sfrontwalkway fromMP120
tothenew switchadmiring hishandiwork.
It was too damn cold to have a camera,
darn, but thelight waspretty low anyway.
(Editor - thefirsttrainsarerunat 10 mph
toknocktherust off and al so start seating
the tiesinto the ballast, usually two ton-
nage trains do the trick.)

They want trains on both tracks in both
directions now to test the new crossing
protectionat W. Newell and Liberty Lane.
But other than that, thesignal department
ispretty quiet right now. Fromwhat | can
see on the monitor program, only one of
the new control points hasthe dataradio
on, the same one that was on over the
weekend. Gary Bell said something about
turningtheother dataradioon, but | never
saw another number come in. They may
have given up for the day on that part.

December 6(finally) Well, thisshouldbe
the final report on the siding extension
project north of Danville, except for the
Winter Ave. bridge project and what they
do for that.

The signal suspension was removed
Wednesday 12/5 about mid-day. | was
homefor lunch and did theinitial ATCS
decoding pretty quickly after seeingafew
trains. There were still a couple 25M PH
speed restrictions, like on the new track
and where the old RA Jct switch was.
They removed that one this afternoon.

The contractor was still at work, both on
the speed restrictions and moving out
used track material from the old RA Jct
area. And some of the signal guys stuck
around to remove old signals and the
bungalow fromoldRA. It skind of bitter-
sweet to seethat location go, as| used to
see the northbound signal in the winter
from my parents’ kitchen, and sincel’ve
beenlivingwherel donow itbecamehabit
tolook for that southbound signal when-
ever | went under the railroad on Poland
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Road.

They did remove the signals and relay
casefromhighfill at Winter Ave, andone
of themwaslaying at VVoorhees St when |
went by there today. Since the “new”
ones at Voorhees are temporary, | sup-
poseoncethebridgeprojectisdonethey’ll
put something back up on that fill.

Soasmall sectionof C& El’ sorigind double
track hascomeback tolife. Sofar, they are
justusingitasalongsidingand|’veonly
seen one of the crossoversat the new RA
Jet. reversed once. Since #2 is still in
service for now to Danville, they could
have some interesting meets and passes
if they wanted to. But soon enough that
segment will be out of serviceand one of
thecrossoverswill getaworkout. Then!’ll
have to get more used to the sound of
trains starting and stopping behind my
house!

Oh, and it didn’t look like they installed
any of thewelded rail on #2 south of the
new RA Jct. In fact, | can’t tell if they
replaced it up to the old switch location,
but | surehopeso. Now the$64,000 ques-
tion iswill they re-build #2 to Danville
whileitisdown for the bridge project???
(Editor - our office has been reviewing
the contractor’s shoring plan for sup-
porting the west track and it appears
work on the bridge will start around
March 1, pending weather for opening of
Winter Avenue to the east and getting
roads built up at the bridge site.)

Editor again - | want to thank Doug
for his comments about the extension of
Main #2 north of Danville and hope
you get some insight as to what it takes
for a railroad to put a new track in
service.

UrbanaTrain Show

March 15 & 16,
2008 Lincoln Square
Village - Urbana, IL




Danville Photos
By Doug Nipper

Onceagainwehad spaceleft over for more
photos. Why not?

Right: CSX had a little accident while
pulling carsout of Bungeon themorning
of 12-14-07, putting three cars on their
sides right where the P& E diamond was
(actually still is on the CSX City Lead).
Thisblocked the NSwestbound main for
most of the day. Note that the Spirit of
Hillery caboose was only two cars from
disaster! The old northbound signal for
CSX was flattened, while the eastbound
for NS onthewrong mainjust got buried
ingrain. Gosh, CSX, do you seethe new
switches NS has ready to install in their
yardat Williams St?1tisOK todoalittle
work on the minor tracks now and then!

Tofinishouttheseriesonthe#2 mainextension project, hereare
threeimages. Atlefton 11-4-07, theball ast regul ator wasfinish-
ing upthelast broomingwork onthenew track behind my house.

Below, we have the new control points that were part of this
project. OntheleftisN.E. RA Jct, thenew northend of thedouble
track just north of West Newell Road. They can run Limited
Speed (45MPH) when diverging here. On the right is the re-
incarnated RA Jct, now just north of Liberty Laneandfeaturing
"universal" crossovers. But note that #2 main, the track on the
right, is still 1949-era 115 pound jointed rail south of the first
switch. Wecanonly hopethat it will bereplacedwhentheWinter
Avenue bridge project takes that entire portion out of service.
Both of theseimagesweretaken on 12-14-07, theday beforethe
big snowstorm.




