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On March 1st, 2008 the Vermilion Valley Railroad excercised some new trackage rights on CSX that allow them to
come as far as Tee Pak on the Olin Secondary. Here they are eastbound at Daisy Lane with a long cut of cars for
storage. Our own member Jim Montgerard is the engineer/trainmaster for this shortline. Photo by Doug Nipper



ComingEvents

March 9, 2008

Danville IL-NOTETHISMEETINGIS
MOVEDUPONEWEEK DUETOTHE
URBANA SHOW - Chapter monthly
meeting at Jocko's Depot Restaur ant,
Williams and Gilbert Street, lunch at
1:00, meetingand programtofollow.

April 5, 2008

Chapter Annual rail trip - South Shoreto
South Bend and back - see attached flyer
for details.

April 6, 2008

Springfield, IL - Springfield Modle RR
Clubtrainfair, Orr Building, lllincisState
Fairgrounds10-4

April 19-20, 2008

Decatur, IL - Decatur Train Fair at the
Decatur Civic Center, downtown 10-5 &
104

TheDANVILLE
FLYER, an
Electronic
Newsletter

If youwant to read your newsletter early,
that is before the post office deliversit,
and save the chapter some postage (go-
ing to $.42 in May), send Doug Nipper
(sigmtr1fat]cbpnet.net) your Email ad-
dressandyouwill gettoread early andin
color by getting on hismailing list.

Editor

N
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Dues ar e due now

For thoseof you that aremember sof
the NRHSyour final noticewill be
comingsoon from thenational. For
local dues notice this is your last
issueif you have not paid yet. For
museummember stheannual renewal
isstill only $17 per year. Weappre-
ciatethe donationsthat have been
madethisyear . Thesedonationshelp
offset the cost of running the mu-

seum at Rossville.
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Next M eeting

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday,
March9,2008 at Jocko'sDepot Restau-
rant, Williamsand Gilbert Street, begin-
ningat 1:00PM . Notethismeetingisone
week earlier duetotheUrbana Train
Show beingheld thefollowingweek.

Wewill makefinal arrangementsfor set-
tingupattheannual train showwhichwill
beheld in UrbanaMarch 15 & 16 this
year. Helpwill beneeded inmoving sale
itemsto the mall and setting up on Satur-
day. Thisyear wewill again sell popcorn
asafund raiser. By the end of this show
we should have our investment paid off.
Wewill have magazines and other items
forsale. Wewill beinthesameareaaslast
year and thisyear, with the larger part of
the mall closed to exhibits, there will be
smaller layouts but hopefully the same
number of vendors. They will be in the
north and southeast corridors this time.

TheSpringRail Tripisscheduledfor April
5. We will depart from Cooke Business
ProductsonN. VermilionSt.at 7:30AM.
Weuwill takeRoute 1 northtopick upother
membersat Rossvilleand Hoopestonand
then stop in Mommence for a quick pit
stop. We will arrive at Hegwisch around
10:00AM andcatchthe10:35trainonthe
South Shore to South Bend, arriving
around 1:20PM (ET). 20 minuteslater we
head back west and arrive at Hegwisch
around2:25PM. Fromthereweheadtothe
Doltonareafor sometrainwatchingfrom
public property and then over to Univer-
sity Park to have dinner at Fuddrucker's.
If you cannot make the meeting but can
makethetrip contact Allen Cookeat 446-
0977 and get your name on thelist.

Theprogramat themeetingwill beavideo
furnishedbyMark Ziebart on Crawford
Hill,Nebraska.
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( Model Operating |
Sessions

Rossville

Once again we are setting up operat-
ing sessionson Saturdaysat Rossville.
For 2008 the sessionson the Chicago,
Illinoisand Eastern Railroad will be:

April 5,2008 (Canceled)

All sessionsstart around 1:00 PM and
lastuntil 3:30PM.

Danville and Western
Railroad, 1819
Coventry Dr,
Champaign
March29, 2008

Note - April session has been
canceled.

A new dispatchers board will be in
placethisyear so an additional person
is needed and radios will be used.
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31st Annual Urbana
Train Show

March 15 & 16,
2008

Lincoln Square
Village - Urbana, IL

Thisyearwewill againbeselling popcorn.
Thiswas agreat income maker last year
and we need help both days. In addition
wehaveanumber of itemsthat havebeen
donated by Sharon Hubbard withtheidea
that the chapter can sell at showstoraise
money for themuseum. Theseitemsarein
additionto the magazinesthat weusually
sell. Plan now to attend and either helpin
the hauling, setup or selling.




The President’s Cor ner

First thismonth, | would liketo acknowledge Rick’ snot-so-veiled rebuttal to my
column last month about the economy. | guesswe will have to see what happens
inthelongrun, but my guttellsmethereisal ot morepaintobeexperienced. Railroad
carloadingsarean indicator of what’ shappening now, but thereisalwaysalagin
these matters...

Now, onto this month’s topic: On the way back from one of Rick’s operating
sessionsin Champaign, Bob Gallippi and | detoured off the interstate and came
through Catlin, Illinoiswhere NS had atrain in emergency with aparted air hose.
Thelocal residentswere less than amused by thisevent, but it didn’t prevent me
from showing Bobwherethe Chapter’ smuseum used to beinthat community. He
said he had been therewhen it was open, but couldn’t recall exactly whereit was.

Frommy memory of thelate 1970’ s, it appearsnot much haschanged. Thereisstill
atavern in the lower level of the two-story building, perhaps the only original
structureleft onthat sideof “downtown” Sandusky Street. Acrossthestreet from
thetavernthereisstill asmall eatery. Inthosedaysit was called Toby’ s Caféthat
drew my parents there after church about once a month.

It didn’t look like the upper level of the tavern had any occupant in this century,
and | think it’s quite likely the Chapter was the last renter of that space. | often
wonder if we had not been able to |ease the depot in Rossville, where would we
be now?

Likeall small towns, Catlinhaschangedinthelast 32 years, and somewoul d think
not for the better. When looking back at the past through our rose-colored optics,
it’ snatural towax nostalgic. Inthelate 70’ stherewere no personal computers, no
Internet, no 24-hour cablenewsandno cell phones. Y et somehow, peopleamused
themselvesand enjoyed aless-complicated lifestyle. But speaking of theeconomy,
thiswas aso an era of double-digit inflation, high interest rates and gaslines. |
doubt anyone would want to return to those conditions, but just remember that
history repeatsitself fromtime-to-time.

What doyouremember about Catlin?Rick could usemorematerial, sowriteupyour
memoriesof the Chapter’ syearsthere. Did you help build the HO scalelayout, or
arrangethedisplays?When| joinedin 1976, therewasal ot of energy inthegroup
and | wasimpressed that so many othersshared my interestinrailroads. Rick’ sO-
scalelayout wasreally impressive and showed me what was possi ble with model
railroading. Findingthe Chapter gavemeahomeinmy hobby life, andinmy second
stint as president | must say that it has been an enduring institution.

If you goto Catlin today, the museum’ sformer locationison S. Sandusky St. on
thewest side. Just turn west onthe Catlin-Homer Road, and thenturn|eft after one
block at the stop sign. Thetwo-story gray building isabout 2/3 of the way to the
railroad tracks as you proceed south, and you'’ |l see the tavern’s neon lights on
thelower level.

Doug
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Schneider National
namesCSX, BNSF
“Primary Rail
Providers’

Green Bay, Wis.-based Schneider Na
tional, Inc. Wednesday named CSX
Intermodal and BNSF Railway asitspri-
mary rail providers,inanefforttosimplify
the trucking company’ s container/trailer
pool operations and bolster intermodal
service.

BNSF will serve asthe primary rail pro-
viderintheWest, while CSX1 will handle
Schneider’s rail intermodal business in
the eastern U.S. Schneider will maintain
secondary relationships with the other
Class I’ s to reach markets not served by
BNSF and CSXI, the trucking company
said. But the new agreements provide
Schneider customerswithpreferential load-
ing, capacity, and operational interfaces
that will increase accessibility and effi-
ciency of rail moves.

" Our goal remainsconsistent: to provide
adoor-to-door ‘truck like' experiencefor
our customers,” said Bill Matheson, presi-
dent of Schneider National Intermodal.
“Establishing these rail relationships
means we' re making it easier and more
beneficial toour customers. Wehavemade
itapriority totakeintermodal and makeit
simplefor our customers. Intheend, this
isgoingto saveour customerssignificant
timeand money whileincreasingreliabil-
ity.”

Alongwith J.B. Hunt Transport Services,
Inc., Schneider National was among the
vanguard of trucking companies willing
toexploretruck/rail intermodal opportuni-
ties two decades ago, as international
trailer- and container-loadtrafficincreased

rapidly.

Chapter Spring Trip - April 5, 2008
Ride the NICTD - the South Shore

See Meeting Notes and insert last issue for more information
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Canadian National willing to sharerail
crossing costsif deal approved

Canadian National Railway officialsacknowledged thereare“threeor four” pointson
theElgin, Joliet & Easternrail linethat runsthrough Chicago’ soutlying suburbswhere
constructing overpasses or underpasses would be warranted, and that the railroad
wouldpay its“fair share”’ tobuildthemif itsplantobuy the EJ& Eisapproved, according
to the Chicago Tribune.

But officialswould not specify crossingsor indicate exactly how much the CN would
be willing to pay to construct grade separations, which they said could cost as much
as$100millioneach. Therailroaditself woul d haveno authority to build them, and the
bulk of the cost would have to come from the federal and state governments, CN
President E. Hunter Harrison said at a meeting with the Tribune editorial board.
Planning and jurisdictional hurdles among state and local governments must also be
resolved before any commitment to building grade separations could be made, he
added.

The city and many close-in suburbs support the deal, saying it would relieve freight
congestion. But many suburbs along the EJ& E, particularly Barrington, object to a
projected quadrupling of freight trains coming through their communities. The EJ& E
has 140 highway and pedestrian grade crossings, and few grade separationsinits 198-
milearcfromWaukeganto Jolietto Gary. “ Gradecrossingsaretheissue,” Harrisonsaid.
“You can talk about sound walls and noise and other stuff [but] that’s the issue.”

Harrisonsaidtherailroad’ s$300 millionbidto purchasethe” underutilized” EJ& Erail
linewoul d benefit the Chicagoregioneconomically aswell asmoverailroadfreight more
efficiently. But the CN would abandon the deal if federal regulatorsimpose onerous
conditions due to objections from opponents, he said. Harrison said the railroad is
willing to address safety, noise and other concerns. Therailroad isal so committed to
ensuring the continuation of Amtrak service and the expansion of Metra, he said.

Via Railway Age

Homeland Security Committeehearingon

aOp Sh| DD| ng theanti-terrorismbill.
danger ous "We can no longer continue to risk the
. ) lives of millions of Americans by using,
Chem I Cal S: transporting and storing highly toxic

It' stimeto stop producing and transport-
ing dangerous chemicals around the na-
tion, AAR’s Hamberger says Chemical
companies should stop manufacturing
dangerous compounds that have to be
transported by rail and truck when safer
substitutes are available. And if they
refuse, Congress might force them to
through the Chemical Facility Anti-Ter-
rorismAct of 2008.

That’ sthemessageA ssociationof Ameri-
can RailroadsPresident and Chief Execu-
tiveOfficer Edward Hamberger delivered
to chemical producersviaastatement he
released yesterday following a House

chemicals when there are safer dterna-
tivescommercialy available,” hesaid. “If
chemical companieswouldtakethat step,
the threat of aterrorist attack would be
greatly reduced, Americawoul d beasafer
place [and] railroads would no longer be
required by the federal government to
transport some of the most highly toxic
chemicals around the country.”

Inaddition, trucksfilledwithtoxicchemi-
calswould no longer navigate highways,
and many manufacturing facilities and
water treatment plants no longer would
storelargequantitiesof chemicalsthat are
attractive to terrorists, said Hamberger.

3

TheCenter for American Progressreports
that as many as 25 water utilities that
previously received chlorine gas by rail
have switched to safer treatment options,
such asliquid bleach or ultraviolet light.
Asaresult, morethan 26 million Ameri-
cans who live near those facilities are
safer, said Hamberger, quoting from the
report.

CN & theEJ& E

Recently the Canadian National sent a
lettertoU.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL)
assuring that, should CN’'s proposed
merger with the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern
Railway be approved, Amtrak trains to
and from downstate Illinois could con-
tinuetousethemoredirect St. CharlesAir
Linerouting in and out of Chicago.

Amtrak and other partieshad voiced con-
cernthat CN post-merger traffic routings
would bypass the St. Charles routing,
makeit acandidatefor abandonment, and
force Amtrak ontomorelengthy alternate
routingsfor thesetrains. Initsletter, CN
President Hunter Harrisonsaidthat, “ With
our commitment to Amtrak that it may
remain on the Air Line, any concern on
Amtrak’s part that it will somehow be
compelled by CN torerouteitstrainsina
way unacceptable to it should be dis-
pelledentirely.”

Editor: Itisinteresting to seethe
response concerning the Amtrak route
into Union Sation and how much fear
has been raised that if the CN gains
control of the EJ& E the &. Charles Air
Line will be abandon right away. First,
the CREATE project was really started
because Mayor Dailey wanted to get
trains off the S. Charles route so the
new warehouse condos would not have
trains running past the windows. Part
of CREATE isto take Amtrak off the
CN on the former NKP line, go under
the former PRR and up onto NSand
route west and north into Chicago’s
Union Station. These routes are under
environmental study and design phase



is expected in the next 1-2 years.
Second, the STB will not let CN
abandon an important route for
Amtrak until a better route isin place.
Even Kankakee, Champaign and
Mattoon city councils have jumped up
and passed resolutions to fight the CN/
EJ& E merger because of Amtrak. | sent
an email to the New-Gazette editor
that wrote up the article and got a
reply “ Thanks for the good
information, | will check intoit.” Of
course, nothing has ever shown up in
the paper explaining the real story -
that does not make news.

EJ& E testsNREC
ultra-low emissions
locomotive

TheElgin, Jolietand Eastern Railway has
completed a successful one-week opera-
tiond test of athree-engine2100HP (3GS-
21B) N-ViroMotive® GenSetlocomotive
atitsswitchyardinGary, Inc., according
to National Railway Equipment Co. The
unit is EPA certified and CARB recog-
nized asan ultra-low emitting GenSet lo-
comotive, NREC says.

Gerry Carr, EJ& E’ ssenior roadforeman of
engines, said, “Wehavethe objectives of
fuel conservation, protecting the envi-
ronment and operational efficiency onour
railroad. Weperformed an operational test
of anNRECN-ViroMotiveunittoseeif it
would meet our objectives. We were
pleased with the result, as well as its
significant power and outstanding trac-
tive effort. Also during the test, we dis-
covered that its operation is very user-
friendly, andto our pleasant surprise, itis
significantly quieter thanany of our exist-
ing units.”

NREC saysthelocomotivesoffer an80%-
plusreductioninnitrousoxide(NOXx) and
particul atematter emi ssions, 50%-t0-65%
improved tractive effort adhesion effi-
ciency, andfuel savingsof morethan50%
in switching and road switching service,
among other benefits.

NRECVicePresidentMarketingand Sale

JmWurtzsaid, “ Thesefuel -efficientroad
switcher locomotiveshaveindustrial en-
gine NOx emission levelsthat arebest in
classworldwide. Already provenin ser-
vice, N-ViroMotivelocomotivesareover
fiveyearsahead of anticipated EPA emis-
sionsregulationsfor new switchingloco-
motives.”

Trespassing On
Railroad Property

A Crime In New Jersey?

The New Jersey Star Ledger Newspaper
reports that a bill (A-929) passed by the
New Jersey State Assembly that makesa
person convicted of trespassing on rail-
road property guilty of burglary. Spon-
sored by Assemblyman Fred Scaleraand
assemblywoman Joan Quigley (A929)
would subject anyonetrespassingonrail-
road property touptofiveyearsin prison
and$15,000infines. Themaximumpenalty
wouldriseto10yearsinjail and$150,000
in fines if the offender, knowingly, or
recklessly inflicts, attempts to inflict, or
threatenstoinflict bodily harm.

“Railroads and rail yards, by their very
design, are hard to secure and are more
vulnerable to criminals and the threat of
terrorist attacksthan other modesof trans-
portation”, said Scalera (D-Essex) the
chairman of the Assembly Homeland Se-
curity and State Preparednesscommittee.
The assembly passed the measure 76-0
and it now headsto the New Jersey State
Senate.”

Although Railpace has a negative view
toward blatant trespassing on railroad
property, it is concerned that those pho-
tographers who are ignorant of property
boundries might be prosecuted of a po-
tentially serious offence. Railpace read-
erscan voicetheir opinion concering this
bill toNew Jersey’ selected officialsprior
tothebill possibly becoming law.

Via Railpace magazine

Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes - 2/17/8

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1337.

The secretary’s report was approved as
printed.

TheTreasurer’ sreport showsthefollow-
ing balances:

Checking  $1608.63

Savings $4530.25

Total $6138.88
Old Business

A show of hands was requested for the
April trip, with around 11 indicating they
wouldlikely go. Itwassuggestedtoroute
the carsup Hwy. 1 and pick up along the

way.

The Urbana show is March 15-16. Pop-
corn supplies have been purchased. A
fewthingsfromtheHubbard estate, which
did not sell on e-bay, will be offered.

New Business

Rick, BobMcQuownand Dougaregoing
to Covingtontolook at theremainsof the
C,D & V lineon private property.

Dave sold quite a bit of material at the
show inCisco. Healsoistakingatablein
Hoopeston.

Milford: Mark reported the depot roof
would beretiled.

TheCEl Society isgoingtomovematerial,
including photos and timetables to the
Vermilion County Museum. Rick com-
mended Bob on doing afine job of orga-
nizing the material at the museum from
Rossville.

Larry passed around pictures from his
brother of the scenein Roseville, CA in
1973whenmunitionsexplodedintheyard.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1401.



Photo Section

Atleftistherear of theVV RRtrainshown
onthecover. Withmorethan 30 gonsand
covered hoppers for storage, thisisfirst
sizeabletrain to run on the shortline. Jim
Montgerard reported that: "Those cars
had set so long in warm-cold-warm-cold
wefought theair all day." But they were
running pretty good by me at Daisy. Jim
also said the delay in getting these cars
delivered wasthe fault of CSX in setting
somecarswithfrozen coa loadsoff of the
loop and onto the Secondary. As they
thawed, coal spilled out and madetheline
impassable. Only through the efforts of
the V V RR crew and the Vermilion
Transmoda employeeswasthelinecleared

again.




