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ComingEvents

November 18, 2007

Danville, IL - Chapter monthly meeting at
Jocko's Depot Resturant, Williams and
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting and
programtofollow.

November 24 & 25, 2007

Chicago, IL - Greatest Hobby on Tour -
Schamuburg Convention Center,
Schaumburg, IL 10-6 Saturday, 10-5 on
Sunday - Admission $10

December 2, 2007

Danville, IL - Annual Dinner at Jocko'sat
1:00PM. Program | owaRailroads

December 1 & 2, 2007

Monticello, IL - Lunch with Santaon the
train, Monticello Railway Museum

December 8 & 9, 2007

NS Santa Trains using MRM equipment
operate between Decatur and Niantic.
AlsothteCN/IC SantaTrainswill berun-
ning up in the Gilman, Gibson City and
Kankakeeareas.

January 26 & 27, 2008

Cisco, IL - Annual train show 10-4 each
day

February 23 & 24, 2008
Hoopeston, IL TrainShow, McFerrenPerk.

Next M eeting

Thenext meetingwill beheld November
18 at Jocko's Depot Restaurant, Will-
iams and Gilbert Street, beginning at
1:00PM.

WewelcomeL ouReshatothegroup. Lou
isarailfanand N Guage modeler.

Inlast month'sFlyer andthismonth, Doug
Nipper has been keeping usinformed on
the progress of the second track exten-
sion north of Danville. Slatedtobeputin
servicearound December 15 thisnew sec-
tionwill notonly allow for replacement of
the Winter Avenue bridge but in yearsto
comegiveCSXT theflexibility of meeting
additiona trains at this location while
usingNo. 2track south of Liberty Lanefor
storage of trains either waiting for crews
or waiting to beyarded at Brewer.

Thismonth will also be the election of
officersfor 2008. In September of next
year our chapter will turn40yearsold. A
lot has changed in the last 40 years, not
only with us as members (getting older
thatis) butintherailroadworld. Nextyear
weplantorun someof the pagesfromthe
early newsletters to give you an idea of
how far wehavecomeintherailroadworld
andtheprintingworld. Remember, back 40
years ago we were using a mimeograph
machine to produce the newsl etter (who
had heard of word processing at that
time?).

The program will be announced at the
meeting. Andif youwant to bean officer,
have someone lined up to nominate you!

i Model Operating )
Sessions

Rossville

Once again we are setting up operat-
ing sessionson Saturdaysat Rossville.
For 2007 the sessionson the Chicago,
Illinoisand Eastern Railroad will be:

December 1, 2007
January 5, 2008- Family
February 2,2008
March1,2008- Family
April 5,2008
All sessionsstart around 1:00 PM and
last until 3:30 PM.

Danville and Western
Railroad, 1819
Coventry Dr,
Champaign
December 29, 2007
January 26, 2008
February 16, 2008
March 29,2008
April 19,2008
All D&W sessions begin at 1:00 PM
and arefor operatorsthat arel4 years
of age an older. A new dispatchers
board will bein place thisyear so an

addional person isneeded and radios
will be used.

Rail News

Norfolk Southern achieved amilestone
inU.S. railroading on October 10, operat-
ing thefirst revenue-service freight train
equippedexclusively with ECP (el ectroni-
cally controlled pneumatic) brakes. The
train, consi sting of threenew General Elec-
triclocomotivesand 115 new FreightCar
Americahybrid (al uminum/stainlessstedl)
coal gondolas equipped with New Y ork
AirBrake sEP-60 ECPtechnology, isnow
usedinregular servicebetween coa mines
in southwestern Pennsylvania and the

KeystoneGenerating Stationin Shel octa,
Pa. The ECP-equipped train is operating
under aFederal Railroad Administration
waiver. FRA said BNSF also received
waiver approval and is expected to oper-
ate ECPtrainsbeforeyear-end 2007.

TheCentral Railroad Corridor, atwo-

ad ROsSv ILLE MUSELM
CHApTE R NRHS:

mile overpassthat carries BNSF and UP
trains above the streets of downtown
Wichita, Kan., is open. BNSF will con-
tinue to test the overhead tracks during
the next two weeks. Oncetesting iscom-
plete, upto 30 BNSFtrainsaday will use
the overpass. The eight to 10 daily UP
trains will use the ground-level tracks
until a connection between the elevated
tracksand existing UPtracksnorthof 17th
Street can be constructed.

DALIAN, China- ChineseclassQJ2-10-
2 No. 7040 will beloaded on aship today



to begin itsjourney to the United States.
Thelocomoativeishbeing purchased by the
R.J. Corman Railroad Group for special
events use on its Kentucky lines (see
Trains News Wire, May 23, 2007).

R.J. Corman Railroadssigned apurchase
agreement for the enginethis spring with
Railroad Devel opment Corporation, which
brought two other QJstotheUnited States.
They are used for charter operations on
RDC'’slowal nterstateRailroad.

Thelocomotivewasrebuilt at theJinzhou
701 workshop during July and August,
under subcontractto RDC by Multipower
International. RDC consultant Dennis
Daugherty supervised the overhaul. The
ship carryingthelocomotiveisscheduled
toarriveinNew OrleansonDec. 12. From
New Orleans, the locomotive is to be
shippedtoR. J. Cormanat Lexington,Ky.,
viathe New OrleansPublic Belt Railway
and Norfolk Southern. ViaTRAINS On-
Line10-29

GALESBURG, Ill. - BNSF engineering
department electricians Marvin Chasek
and Terry Good of Galesburgwerework-
ing by a BNSF bridge that crosses the
I1linois River when Good caught sight of
aswimmer struggling against theriver's
current on Aug. 8 (BNSF didn't release
news of theincident until Oct. 25). “My
first thought was that he wasn’t going to
makeit,” Goodsaid. WhileGood calledthe
police, Chasek called the bridge operator
tostoptraintrafficandlower thebridgeso
rescue personnel could reach the swim-
mer. The policeinformed Good that they
would be approaching from the opposite
side of the bridge. With emergency re-
sponders coming from one direction and
theBNSFworkersontheother, theswim-
mer had a chance.

As moments passed, Good and Chasek
noticed two other swimmers leave the
nearby bridge pier toassist thestruggling
swimmer and pull him 20to 30feet tothe
pier. Now, three teenage boys were
stranded onthepier. If they tried to swim
back downstream, there was a strong
chancethethird boy would not makeit. If
they attempted to climb up the bridge,
they would endanger their lives with the
possibility of atrain coming.

"We wanted to keep them where we had
them,” Chasek said. “Wedidn' twantthem
totry and swimback becausewehonestly
didn’ tthink they would makeit.” SoGood
scaleddownthepier and hel ped theswim-
mersget out of theriver and ontodry land.
When it was determined that all three of
the boys were fine, the police escorted
them off the bridge and contacted their
parents.

Chasek and Good have worked together
forayear. WhileGood hasonly beeninthe
Galeshburg area one year, Chasek has
workedinthearealOyears, increasing his
familiarity withtheterritory. ViaTRAINS
On-Linel0-29

Norfolk Souther niserectinga50kilowatt
windturbineatitsBellevue, Ohio, yardto
power the yard's wastewater treatment
plant. Construction of the turbine is ex-
pected to beginin November and becom-
pleteby year-end. Thewind turbine, sup-
plied by Entegrity Wind Systemsof Boul-
der, Colo., consists of three 24-foot rotor
bladesmounted onan80-foot tower. Based
on the wind profile at Bellevue, it is ex-
pectedtogeneratemorethan 100,000kilo-
watt hours annually to power the pumps
and controlsof BellevueY ard’ swastewa-
ter treatment plant. Theplant collectsand
treatsthewater used at theyard’ smainte-
nancefacilitiesaswell asrainwater runoff

Missouri loses MKT
bridge battle

Effortstousetheformer Missouri-K ansas-
TexasRailroad bridgeacrosstheMissouri
River a Boonville, Mo., for use on the
Katy Trail have suffered a setback. On
Oct. 23athree-judgepanel of theMissouri
Court of Appeals Western District af-
firmedthat thestatehasno property inter-
est in the span.

Judge Lisa White Hardwick, writing for
the court, said that the Boonville bridge
wasexpressly excluded froma1987 con-
tractual agreement conveying the sur-
rounding property to the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources. The
appeals court said that the circuit court
correctly determined that the contract de-
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scribeshow the state could acquirerights
tothebridgeinthefuture, if certain prece-
dents were met, but it does not grant the
state any existing property rights. The
statecontendedthat thecircuit court erred
indeterminingthat it did not acquiresuch
rights under the terms of the contractual
agreement between the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and the
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad. The
Katy Trail State Park currently does not
use the span, diverting pedestrians to a
nearby highway bridge.

Missouri Attorney General Jay Nixonhad
soughtto converttheBoonvilleliftbridge
to a pedestrian walkway aong the Katy
Trail. Nixon said he would appea the
decision to the Missouri Supreme Court,
a move opposed by Gov. Matt Blunt's
administration. Blunt supportsthedemo-
lition plans, saying it would trigger eco-
nomic development. Nixon is running
against Blunt in the 2008 gubernatorial
election.

Union Pacifichopestodemolishthebridge
and use the recycled stedl to build anew
bridge near Jefferson City.

Via TRAINSOn-Line 10-26

BNSF intermodal
expansion feeds
Memphis
distribution base

When BN SFfinishesits$200-millionex-
pansion at Shelby Drive and Lamar in
Memphis, Tenn.,in2009, fiveof thelarg-
estwide-span cranesinthecountry will be
in Memphis, movingimportsfromrail to
truck, local newspapersreport. Thecranes
will be about eight stories tall and have
enough reach to extend over six lines of
railroadtrack andthreelinesof truck traf-
fic. BNSF sinvestmentinMemphismore
than doubles local intermodal capacity,
good news for BNSF but even better for
thecity, which buildsmuch of itscasefor
company expansions on the city’ s might
as adistribution base.
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Dues ar e due now

For thoseof you that aremember sof
theNRHSyour renewal statement
hasbeen sent by thenational toyour
home.IfrenewingtheNRHS, consid-
eringtheincrease, pleasesend your
check to Allen Cooke, Treasurer,
PO Box 1013, Danville, IL 61834.
Allen will processtherenewal and
forwardtotheNRHS. For museum
member stheannual renewal isstill
only $17 per year .\Wehaopethat those
of youthan plannot torenewwiththe
NRHSwill continueto be museum
members.Ifthatisyour desireplease
forwardtherenewal of $17toAllen
andlethimknowyouintendtoremain
museum member sand continueto
receivethepublication.
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|owa Jour ney

On October 23 Walt Baselt and | headed
out for athree-day trip to lowato check
out the lowa, Chicago and Eastern Rail-
road along with other lowa carriers. The
prior dayshadrainintheareaand wehad
hoped to encounter blue skies, which we
did as we passed Peoria.

Our first encounter with a railroad was
getting off 1-74 prior to Galesburg and
going north to theformer ATSF line. No
sooner had we arrived than we caught a
westbound with BNSF 5223 at Milepost
171. Not bad for a start. We headed on
northon|-74 and spotted threetrainswest
of thelnterstatewaiting ontheMinnesota
likewaitingtogetintotheyard. Wegot of f
the Interstate and headed to US 150 to
followthetracksintotheQuad Citiesarea
and of course, no moretrains.

Our first stop was Nahant Y ard, located
south of Davenport and almost under |-
280Bypass. Aswegot of f thehighway we
spotted a train heading south out of the
yard and headed south to Walnut Grove.
We stopped at an elevator crossing to
wait for the southbound (Walt snapped a
photo of theunit at theel evator) and asthe
train approached a northbound ap-
proached from the south. Timing could

not have been better - the southbound
with31CE unitswasfirst and asthepower
passed the northbound, with 7 mixed
DM & Eand|C& Eunitscameby. Nowthis
was a better start to the railfan days.

After the trains passed we went north to
Nahant Y ardandfollowedthepublicroads
that are adjacent to the yard. There were
anumber of units in the engine facility,
including KCS SD-45#3143, and we got
photos of IC& E units working the north
end of theyard. Wecrossed theriver back
to the lowa Interstate and followed that
lineupto Silvisand the NRE shops. Here
we were able to shot some photos of the
rainbow of colors of some 30-40 units
waiting for some type of disposition. On
thescanner weheardthel C& E dispatcher
talking to alocal north of Bettendorf that
was heading south. We went back to the
I-74 bridge and headed north along the
river, catchingl C& E 101 (ex-Soo) coming
south. At the same location were two
BNSFGP38-2's, #2029 and 2006, parked
with short train.

Weheaded northtofollow the UPwest of
Clintonandfoundaneastbound coal train
waiting to get into the yard at Clinton.
West of this one was another eastbound
cod train parked and farther west was a
parked merchandisetrain. Thisone, west
of Grand Mound with UP 4576 +5, was
photographed when they all wereableto
move up one notch ontheline. At Dewitt
wecaught UP5959with 6440. Weheaded
on over to Cedar
Rapidsand caught
some of the CRIC
power, but most
was difficult to
catch. Onthewest
side of town and
south of the UP
there is a yard
wheretheUPinter-
changescoal trains
with the Crandic.
As the sun was
going down we
caught one unit
with slug pulling

some 70 loaded hoppersfromthe UPand
takingthemtoapower plant onthesouth-
east part of town.

Thefollowing morning we headed north
tofollow thelowaNorthern. From Cedar
RapidstoVintonwenotedthat therail had
been changed out withwelded rail and by
thetimewegot to Vintonwenotedit was
very recent. When we arrived at Mt.
Auburn the contractor track crews were
just getting ready to head out with the
equipment to continuetherail changeout
process, thus no trains on the line today.
We shot photos of aformer Rock Island
depot at LaPorte City, still infairly good
condition. In Waterloo we stopped at the
lowa Northern yard on the south side of
town were we spotted #3800,3805 and
3803, however, they werein apoor loca
tionfor photos. Weheaded overtotheCN
andfound wejust missed aWB train. We
then went west to Cedar Falls and fol-
lowedtheformer Rock Idandline, now N,
back toapower plantwherewefoundalN
unit unloading some 100 coa hoppers.
Wewaitedfor sometime, hopingwecould
get a photo, but decided the unloading
processwastaking too much of our time.

Wedecidedtohead northa ongthe Cedar
River Railroad and found out the CN till
hasthisline and was doing track work in
several locations. Wefollowedthelineup
to CharlesCity wherethelinecrossed the
|C& E. Herewefoundseveral Amtrak cars,
including onedomecar, back inastorage

|C& E6457arrivedat NoraSpringsonthel owaNorthern. After
sittingout 16 car sfor thel A thetrainwill continuear oundthe
wyeand head east onthel C& E towar dtheMississippi River
Crossing.



areawithmostinpoor condition. Wethen
headedwesttoMason City. Aswearrived
a north bound UP train was passing the
new construction of additional tracks
headed by UP5023 and 4873. Next wasa
vidttothelowaTermina. AttheUP/IC& E
interchangeareawefound#50with#54 at
the elevator. We headed west to the en-
gine houseand found #61 sitting and #60
working the scrap yard. We decided to
head northtoManly to check outthelowa
Northern ethanol yard construction and
caught UP 8199 and 2220 on a south-
bound empty coal train. At Manly we
found IN 2000 and Rock Island caboose
ondisplay alongthehighway. TheManly
yard and storage tanks are under con-
struction north of theformer Rock Island
roundhouse, but no power was around.

Wedecidedto head back towardthel C& E
lineandtook back roadseast out of Manly
to avoid traffic in Mason City. As we
headed south toward Plymouth we spot-
ted a DM&E train sitting on the IC&E
branchnorthof town. |ICE6457,6217,6443
and DME 6075 were on the train. They
contacted the lowa Northern dispatcher
and got thetrack warranttoenter theIN at
Plymouth and we caught them several
times on their way to Nora Springs. The
DM& E hastrackage rightsto connect to
thelC&E over theIN and thistranwasa
detour duetothetrack damagein eastern
Minnesota from floods last month.

Weoriginally planned to head toward the
Mississippi River areabut duetothetime
of day and decision to get back to the
Quad Citiesareawedecidedto head south
and stay at Waterloo. Here we missed a
northbound lowa Northern train as we
entered theWaterloo areafromthenorth,
but we did catch two units working the
south end of the yard before they left for
Cedar Rapids.

Thelast day out weheaded southto Cedar
Rapidsareaandtheneasttofollowthe UP.
We caught two trains near Bertram and
followed one eastbound autorack train,

hefollowed usmost of

way, toward Clinton. An eastbound
HerzogballasttrainwascaughtatMP21.7
and an eastbound coal train, with #6693,
that wesaw at Cedar Rapidsareawasshot
at Low Moor asthey started for the yard
after awestbound with #4909 went by. In
Clinton wefound aUP eastbound ballast
train with #9770 and then located the
ADM switcher 1431 (ex-1C) south of the
UP. We followed the IC&E down to
Bettendorf and found the same BNSF
power leaving the storage track. On an
adjacent track was BNSF 2642 and 3015
withBNSF 2164 and 2410ontheother end
of a15 cut of cars.

Thelast stopwasback to Nahant Y ard on
the IC&E and this time luck was better.
Severa IC&E aong with DM&E units
were shot and we caught a northbound
train along theriver, back in Davenport,
withDM& E6092,6094, | C& E6370,6363
anddeadintow GP30& 711 plus9010and
Wisconsin Southern #477.

All threedayswerebeautiful sunny days,
though cool andaswearrived at Galesburg
area the clouds filled the sky and by the
timewegottoPeoriawewereinrain. What
luck we had thistime.

DM & E 6092 |eadsthr eeother units
andthreein-towunitsnorthalongthe
Mississippi River at Davenport,|A. The
speed on thisrouteis25mph and easy
tofollow, however,trainsar efewand
far between.

Polar Expressruns

agan

The Dennison Railroad Depot Museum
andtheOhio Central Railroadwill operate
Polar Express excursion trains on two
weekends in December, the Ohio Rail
Development Commissionannounced. Bill
Strawn, president of the Ohio Central,
made the announcement Tuesday with
Wendy Zucal from themuseum and Matt
Dietrich, executive director of the Com-
mission. “Wehad somechallenges, but it
took a partnership to make this happen,”
Strawn told the Coshocton Tribune.

The event wouldn’t have come off this
year without thegroupsworking together
toiron out schedules and liability insur-
ance issues. “Liability issues were fore-
most in our minds, when we' re handling
the public,” Strawn said. “Liability isa
national issue, not just here for the Ohio
Central Railroad. It's unfortunate it all
came to a head when we were trying to
figure out a way to run this service”
Dietrichsaid. Zucal saidthemuseumtook



on an additional $15 million in liability
insurance as part of the deal, and was
pleased that support from Ohio Central
officialswill dlowforadditiond trainrides
thisyear.

"1 think we had 12 |ast year, and we'll be
having 20 thisyear,” Zucal said. “Thisis
thebest fundraiser wedo, andit definitely
hel ps the museum get through the winter
months, as far as operational costs like
utilities,” shetold the Tribune.

Strawnsaidfreight traffic<till takesprece-
dence, and that theexcursiontrainscould
bedelayedat times. “ Sometrainsmay not
depart ontime,” he said, although every
effort will be made to accommodate the
service. The groups planned on getting
together today to begin discussions of a
long-term solution for the Polar Express
service. But Zuca said it is likely the
service won't be expanded past the 20
ridesthat will be offered thisyear.

Tripswill runNov. 30-Dec. 2 and Dec. 7-
9. Tickets are $35 for adults and $35 for
children. First classtickets are $50 each.
To makereservationscall the Museum at
740-922-6776.

House passes safety
bill by wide margin

Y esterday, the House of Representatives
passed the Federal Railroad Safety
Improvement Act (H.R. 2095) by avoteof
377-38— a"“veto-proof” mgjority, asthe
United TransportationUnion (UTU) notes
today on its Web site.

IntroducedinMay by Rep. JamesOberstar
(D-Minn.),H.R. 2095 proposestore-des-
ignate the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion (FRA) asthe Federal Railroad Safety
Administration (FRSA), whichwould be
chargedwithreducingrail accidents, inju-
ries and fatalities as its highest priority,
and be required to double the number of
safety inspectorsfrom 400to 800 by Dec.
31,2011. TheFRSA Administrator would
be required to have professional experi-
ence in railroad, hazardous materials or
other transportation safety.

Additionally, thebill wouldreduceopating
crews’ “limbo” timeto amaximum of 10
hoursmonthly, requireanear-doubling of
the number of FRA safety inspectors by
2011, strengthen whistleblower protec-
tions, foster the implementation of posi-
tivetrain control (PTC) by 2014, require
mainlineswitchingindark territory, estab-
lish minimum and uniform training stan-
dardsfor all rail workers, requireconduc-
tor certification, prompt alocomotivecab
ergonomics study, mandate emergency
breathing apparatusinall locomotivecabs
and require that rail safety inspections
performedinMexico meet thesamestan-
dards as those performed in the United
States.

Thepassageof H.R. 2095 represents*the
first of many legislative and bargaining
victories we anticipate by combining re-
sources and energies to benefit each of
our 230,000 active members,” said Mike
Sullivan, who on Jan. 1, 2008, becomes
general president of the International
Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and
Transportation(SMART) Workers,acom-
bination of the UTU with the Sheet Metal
Workers International Association.

Added Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen President Don
Hahs: “ The passage of H.R. 2095 means
that engineers and trainmen may eventu-
aly bepaidfor al of thetimethey spend
onthejob. They will also havethechance
to obtain adequate rest between assign-
ments, reducing fatigue.”

Meanwhile, theRailroad Saf ety Enhance-
ment Act (S. 1889) awaits Senate floor
action. Introduced in July by Sen. Frank
Lautenberg(D-N.J.), chairmanof theSur-
face Trangportation Subcommittee, S. 1889
would authorize the U.S. Department of
Transportation to update hours-of-ser-
vicerulestoproviderail workersmorerest
timeand reducelimbotime, mandatecer-
tain usage of PTC to reduce train acci-
dents, and require states to report grade
crossing protection measures to the fed-
eral government to helpidentify problem
areas and reduce accidents risks.
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Volunteer dies on
private railroad

NORTHFIELD, Minn. (10-07)- William
Paget, a volunteer for a private 2-foot-
gauge tourist railroad here, was killed
Saturday when a caboose tipped over on
top of him. Paget, 68, was a retired
Minneapolisfirefighter.

Witnessreportsindicate Paget wasriding
thecaboose’ srear platformwhenit began
totip on asharp curve with eight passen-
gersinside, including Paget’s grandson.
Paget jumped off the cabooseandtried to
holdit up, but wascrushedinthe process.
Immediately visitors ran to the caboose
and managed to lift it up, unloading the
passengersinsideand proppingit upwith
wooden boards to keep the car upright.
Rescuersperformed CPRinanattempt to
revive Paget, but he died at the scene.

Dick Boulet,aformer co-worker at thefire
department, told Trains News Wire, “In
over 25years[asafirefighter], hesaveda
lot of guys. Hewasagood friend and had
the utmost respect of thefirefighters. He
wasassolid astheday islong and wasan
absolute hero in hisown right.”

U.S. railroadsre-
main on paceto set
all-time-low train
accident rate, AAR

says

During 2007’s first seven months, U.S.
railroadsreported 1,472 train accidents -
thefewest withinaJanuary-to-July period
in more than a decade, according to the
Association of American Railroads
(AAR). Thirty-four statesreported fewer
derailmentsand collisionscomparedwith
2006’ sfirst seven months.

Preliminary Federal Railroad Administra-
tion safety data aso shows the roads
train accident rate — determined as the
number of accidentsper milliontrainmiles
— remained 10 percent below thecurrent
annual record of 3.54 setin1997, keeping



the railroads on pace to establish an all-
timelow rateat 3.19, the AAR said.

Railroads made other safety stridesinthe
first sevenmonths, aswell. Thenumber of
derailmentsdeclined 14.3 percent, train-
to-traincollisionsfell 12.1 percent, grade
crossing accidents decreased 7.3 percent
and crossing fatalities dropped 11.2 per-
cent year over year.

Plus, thetwo leading causes of train acci-
dents— human error and track issues—
declined 12.5 percent and 11.1 percent,
respectively. Incidents caused by equip-
ment failure decreased 11.3 percent and
accidents caused by signal problems
dropped 36 percent.

"These record-setting numbers clearly
indicatethat our extensiveemployeetrain-
ing programs, investment in safety tech-
nology, and dedication to infrastructure
maintenanceandimprovement arepaying
safety dividends,” said AAR President
and Chief ExecutiveOfficer EdHamberger
in aprepared statement.
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Mayo Clinic wants
review of DM& E/CP
acquisition

A major opponent to the Dakota,
Minnesota& EasternRailroad’ s(DM&E)
Powder River Basin project iscalling on
the Surface Transportation Board (STB)
to carefully review Canadian Pacific
Railway’s recent acquisition of the re-
gional.

On Oct. 25, the Mayo Clinic submitted a
filing to the board asking the STB to
reconsider itsprocedural schedulefor the
transaction, which “failsto providesuffi-
cient time for meaningful dialogue be-
tween the affected parties and new own-
ership,” according to a prepared state-
ment.

Clinicofficialsalso called onthe STB to
ensure CPR'’s application to control the
regional includesinformation that “veri-
fies’ the DM&E's revenue, “fully ad-
dresses’ thefuturemovement of PRB coal

and environmental effects, andlaysout a
safety integration plan.

Mayo Clinic officials maintain that an
additional environmental review by the
STBis"appropriate.” Last year, theboard
completed anenvironmental review of the
PRB project, which calls for building a
262.3-mile line through western South
Dakota and eastern Wyoming, and up-
grading 600milesof trackin South Dakota
and Minnesota

The Rochester, Minn., clinic estimates
that CPR’ sacquisitionof theDM & Ewould
result in as many as 43 trains passing
through thecity’ sdowntown each day —
a“subgtantia increase” fromtheDM&E's
previous estimates, theclinic claims.

"The Mayo Clinic does not object to the
DM&E beingsold. Wearesimply asking
for acompleteand thoughtful review of a
transaction,” said clinic spokesman Chris
Gade. “ Our primary concern continuesto
be the safety of our patients, staff and
community, aswell asthe safety of other
communitiesalongtheline.”

Danville Notesfrom
Nipper
10-24

Somesignalsarestartingtogoup. Y ester-
day wewent over V oorheesontheway to
andfromIndiana. Therewasanew bunga-
low/mast unit set next to #2 just off the
points of the electrically-locked switch
intoNorthY ard. | meanitisjust oneor two
yards north of the points, so I’ m doubtful
they plantomakeit apower switch. Butit
does appear it will beinthe interlocking
limits. The signal is one of those small
cabinetswiththemast stickingout of iton
oneside. Therearetwo head positions, so
it has to be the new southbound home
signal.

AtLiberty Lanetoday, | went acrossafter
work and counted threeof thefour signals
up with heads on but turned. All but the
southbound signal for #1 mainisup. The
new switch heatersweresittingintheold
bank parking lot, but no new bungalows

Minutes of L ast M eeting 10-21-07

President Nipper opened the meeting at 1346.

The secretary‘s report was approved as printed. The Treasurer’s report was not

available.

OldBusiness: BobMcQuownreported onhiswork at theV ermilion County Museum,
cataloging the C& El papers moved from the Rossville. All of the material has been
initially indexed, but the material still needsto be organized beforeitisready for use.
Thereisstill some additional material at Rossvillethat could go to the museum.

New Business. Doug Nipper talkedwith JimMontgerard at arecent P& Eevent. There
may besomeopportunity for workingwiththeV V RR short linefor motorcar operation
and storage at Olin.

Itwasreported that CSX Northyard had been cleared of excessvegetation. Ballasting
has begun on the second main north of RA.

Mark Ziebart told a number of stories about his experience as a maintenance of way
worker onthe Alliance Division of BNSF.

DougButzow reportedthat theM onticellomuseum hasobtai ned an ex-C& El diner from
amuseumin Baton Rouge. C& El soldittolCanditwill beinIClivery.

Dave Sherrill indicated aneighbor has said he will donate aframed picture, which he
has, to the chapter. Dave will make arrangementsto obtain it.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1417
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anywhere yet.

Fromwhat | cantell by radiotraffic, they
had curfews the past two Mondays and
used them to cut in the turnouts on #1
mainat Liberty, oneeachday. Ittakesafull
ten hours to do one switch.

The new track is
ballasted south to a
point about even with
the strawberry
farmer’'s pond. They
will needanothertrain
to finish and by that
time more will be
needed to complete
the lifting process on
what is already
ballasted. Thetamper
and regulator were
working behind my
house today from the
sound of it.

What I’ mstill not clear
onishowthey will re-
tiretheexigtingRA Jct.
without having the
new control points
working. In order to
straightrail theswitch
and continue south
withthenewrail on#2,
the new Liberty Lane
CPwould haveto -
low them to meet
trains south of there.
So | guessthey might
finishthisup after the
officia cut-over. (Edi-
tor: RAisnorth of the new control point
and once RA is up and running they will
have a panel prepared to replace the
switchinthewest track. During a curfew
theywill pull theswitch out andinsertthe
panel. Then they will have a panel built
to connect No. 2 track to the new track.
This will take one or two days to com-
plete.)

Thereare still no new radio polesup yet,
so |’ m not seeing new M CP addresseson
the ATCSprogram.

10-27

In Danville, there have been more work
trains that come up to the West Newell

switch, often engine light, and move the
ballast carsaround to get rock wherethey
need it for the next raise.

Buttherea mystery isthenew signalsand
Danville. Just north of Voorheesthereis
anorthbound signal for eachmain. There

Hereisthe new "RA Junction™ (as spelled out on the cabinet) just north of Liberty Lane on 11/4/07.
The switchesare all in place and signals are set but turned away from the track. This "universal"
arrangement of two crossoverswill allow the ultimatein dispatching flexibility in the end after all
construction work is complete. The new north end of the double track north of West Newell Road
will simply be known as"N.E. RA Junction", thefirst two letters standing for "North End". How
creative on therailroad's part (NOT!). Photo by Doug Nipper

isa soonenew signal downaroundwhere
the existing southbound signals are for
NorthY ard, butwecan’ttell for surewhich
direction it's facing. (Editor: Doug has
found out that these will be temporary
signals used duirng the cutover of the
new control pointsand changesat North
Yard.)

Unless they're putting the functions of
the distant signals outside of the inter-
lockingfor northbounds, thisdoesn’ t make
any sense to me. And they did re-do the
switch that splits#1 and #2 and left it in
place, soitdoesn’ t appear that itwill move
north.

Lateupdate: | havebeeninformedthat the
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signalsnorth of Voorhees may betempo-
rary "headblock" signalsfor northbounds
whiletheinterlockingat Danvilleisbeing
replaced. This conversion to adual-con-
trol system may bealengthy process, and
for all intentstheinterlockingwill bedead

withonly switchtenderstoroutethetrains.
Once northbounds get out of this dead
zonethey will haveasignal right away to
getthemback intotraffic control territory
rather than having to run restricted speed
al the way to Winter Ave.

(Editor: Thelast | knew from one of the
CSX Project Engineersthe tape load for
the dispatcher was set for December 15.
There were other tapeloads prior to that
and the schedul e could not be moved up.
| do not know if that is still the case. The
track is supposed to be in service by
January 1 (ICC order) so the contractor
may begin work on the Winter Avenue
bridge replacement.)



