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Coming Events

October 21, 2007

Danville, IL - Chapter monthly meeting at
Pizzalnn, Williamsand Gilbert Street, lunch
at 1:00, meeting and programtofollow.

October 14, 2007

Bloomington, IL - Central Illinois Train
Show - Interstate Center, 9-3

October 20 & 21, 2007

Indianapolis, IN - Great Train Expoat the
Indiana State Fairgounds, 10-4 each day,
Admission$7

October 21, 2007

St. Charles, IL - 16th Annual ChicagoArea
Railroadiana Show, Kane County
Fairgrounds, 10-4

September 9 and October
14, 2007

Wheaton, IL - Monthly Great Midwest
Trainshow, DuPage County Fairgrounds,
9:30-3,%7

November 24 & 25, 2007

Chicago, IL - Greatest Hobby on Tour -
Schamuburg Convention Center,
Schaumburg, IL 10-6 Saturday, 10-5 on
Sunday - Admission $10

Next M eeting

Thenext meetingwill beheld October 21
at Jocko'sDepot Restaurant, Williams
and Gilbert Street,beginningat 1: 00PM.

Note the listing for operating sessions at
theMuseum. Mark Ziebartisoff thisyear
workingonBNSFsomewhereinNebraska,
Wyoming or the Dakotas and we will be
short aman. Wedo have acouple of new
membersthat hopefully will beinterested
and able to find the time to join us in
November.

Last month Doug Nipper and your editor
made a trip to Vienna, WV (near
Parkersburg) to pick up a collection of
photographs from long time friend Nate
Horton. Nate's father-in-law was Roy
Handall. Roy over many years copied
photos of the C&El and other arearail-
roads. Nate donated a collection of some
300photostousfortheDJCand C& EI HS.
Wearegrateful to Natefor thinking of us
for the collection. Many photos that Roy
had prepared of local history locations
were donated to the Vermilion County
Museum. Itwasapleasureto seeNateand
hiswife again after many years.

If youareplanningtogotothetrain show
inIndianapolis on October 20andwould
like to see Bob Lehnan's C&EI layout
contact Dave Sherrill. Bob has invited
membersto stop by providing his sched-
ule has him home that day.

The program will be announced at the
meeting.

[ Model Operating )
Sessions

Rossville

Once again we are setting up operat-
ing sessionson Saturdaysat Rossville.
For 2007 the sessionson the Chicago,
Illincisand Eastern Railroad will be:
November 3,2007
December 1, 2007
January 5, 2008
February 2,2008
March1,2008
April 5,2008
All sessionsstart around 1:00 PM and
last until 3:30 PM.

Danville and Western
Railroad, 1819
Coventry Dr,
Champaign
December 29, 2007
January 26,2008
February 16, 2008
March 29,2008
April 19,2008
All D&W sessions begin at 1:00 PM
and arefor operatorsthat arel4 years
of age an older. A new dispatchers

board will bein place thisyear so an
addional person isneeded and radios

will beused.
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Rick Schroeder and Nate Horton check
out one of the many books of C& El
photos that Nate donated.

| ran away once and sept under

an elevated railroad, but then

came back to the beating | knew

he would give me.

SANVILLE JUNCTIoD
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JohnnyWeissmuller



Private Excursion
on the Indiana Ralil
Road Company

Brian Banta is sponsoring a trip on the
IndianaRail Road on Sunday, November
11, 2007. The trip will originate in
Bloomington, Indiana, at 9:00 AM ET,
travel west across the Tulip Trestle to
Dugger, Indiana, thennorthto Jasonvill e,
Indiana where they will tour the former
Milwaukeeyard, then back down the ex-
Milwaukee to Linton and back to
Bloomington. The cost is $65 per person
andincludesfood onthetrain. Shouldthe
trip be canceled by therailroad there will
berefunds. Contact Brian Banta, PO Box
56, Edinburgh, IN 46124, fax 812-526-6677
ore-mail Brianat BantaRail @aol.comfor
moreinformation. No oneunder 16 years

of ageisallowed on thetrain.

Rail News

Railr oad safety continuedtoimprovesig-
nificantly duringthefir st half of 2007 as
34 states experienced fewer train derail-
ments and collisions as compared to the
sameperiodlastyear, theFederal Railroad
Administrationsaidtoday. FRA statistics
for the six-month period show that rail-
roads had 246 fewer train accidents, or a
16.8%reduction, comparedwiththecom-
parableperiodin2006. Highway-rail grade
crossing safety alsoimproved; collisions
between motor vehiclesand trainsfell by
122, or 8.5%, whilegradecrossingfatali-
tiesdecreased by 21, or 11.5%.

Updated growth proj ectionsr eleased for
Lake and Porter counties in northwest
Indianashow a239 percent increaseover
aprior population forecast, according to
a South Shore Railroad consultant as re-
ported inlocal newspapers. A significant
boost in the regional censusis needed to
justify therailroad’ sapplication for New
Startsfederal funding to begin studyinga
South ShoreextensionfromHammondto
V alparai so known asthe Westlake corri-
dor. Construction costs for the new line
were estimated to be about $450 million
initially and an additional like amount to
bring Westlake passenger service from

MerrillvilleandHobarttoVal paraiso. Fed-
eral Transit Administration grants, if ap-
proved, would offset much of thecost but
theupcoming session of thelndianaGen-
eral Assembly isexpectedtoaddresshow
the local share of the project could be
funded.

Union Pacific Railroad and Norfolk
Souther n Railway havelaunched awest-
bound intermodal service that shaves a
day off transit timebetween the Southeast
and Los Angeles. The Class Is began
offeringfaster eastbound servicebetween
the pointsin May.

Westboundtrainsnow useashorter route
over theShreveport, La., gateway instead
of a Memphis, Tenn., gateway, cutting
about 130 miles off the trip to southern
Cdifornia

The railroads will offer fourth-morning
delivery for trailers and containers head-
ing West onthe BlueStreak — ajoint UP/
NSintermodal service—from Atlantato
L.A.; fifth-morning delivery between
Charlotte, N.C.,and Jacksonville, Fla,,and
L.A.; andsixth-morningdelivery between
Miami and L.A. The Class Is plans to
providean*“ontimeor free” guaranteeon
thetrafficforalimitedtime.

"Theinvestments made in this transcon-
tinental route, including the Meridian
Speedway, have created a high-speed,
highly dependable intermodal gateway
linking the Southwest to the Southeast,”
said Don Seale, NS’ executivevicepresi-
dent and chief marketing officer, inapre-
pared statement.

Theboominethanol production, spurred
by environmental concer ns, may berun-
ninginto countervailingeconomicforces
that could deflate demand, accordingtoa
Sept. 30 New York Times article. Amid
many issues, the newspaper cited aback-
log in orders for specialized ethanol rail

cars to ship the surplus production. The
Department of Agriculturehaswarned of
“several supply chain issues that could
inhibit growth in the ethanol industry,”

including abackloginrail tank car orders
that grew to 36,166 rail carsby theend of
thefirst quarterin2007 fromabout 10,000
inthethird quarter of 2005

Amtrak reportsthat July 2007 wasits
“highest ridership and ticket revenue
month ever by significant margins,” due
in part to “collapsing airline service—
Northwest and United cancellations, US
Airways luggage issues, industry-wide
poor on time performance.” Amtrak said
that system-wide July ridership of 2.41
million trips was 9% ahead of July 2006
and 6% over budget. Ticket revenue in
July added up to $141.7 million, an 11%
increase over last year and 4% over bud-
get. Therailroad’ shiggest July surgewas
inthe Northeast Corridor. Acelarevenue
of $31.6millionwas30.7% over July 2006
and 23% over budget. NEC regional rev-
enuetotaled $36.4 million, 8.4%over last
year.

INRD to eliminate
Spring Hill inter-
locking

INRD made public thisweek (9/10) how
they and CSX plantoeliminatethe Spring
Hill interlocking, along with a bunch or
road crossings. The plansthey gave the
city areasfollows:

ThePeavey Spur,a.k.a. CSX TerreHaute
branch (former E& 1) will beconnectedto
the former MILW south belt where the
two linescross near S. 6th St. and Helen
Ave.thiswill eliminatetheE& | al theway
toSpringHill. At SpringHill roadthey are
goingtocombineall three-road crossings
(CSX, INRD and Peavey/CSX) into one
usingthecurrent CSX crossing. Thiselimi-
nates the Spring Hill interlocking in its
entirety. This al hinges on some local
fundingbeing provided. So, they arewait-
ing on a study and local government ap-
proval, etc.

Editor: In August a new connection
was installed between the INRD and
CSX at Belt Crossing. Coal trains are
coming via the former Conrail S.
Louis line to the former Milwaukee,
now INRD, heading south and then
onto the former C& El to head south.
Original plans were to take these
trains across the former B& O out of K.
Louis but lack of sidings and work on



the Wabash River Bridge gave CSX the
idea to route on the former Conrail
line. The above is another part of the
project to streamline routes across the

system.

As a side note, CSX plans for the siding
at Atherton, IN and the double track at
Ingle, IN are on hold until business
picks up on the CE&D line. Originally
there were to be 3 additional coal
trains per day but that has been
delayed. In addition, funding and
downturn in business has delayed the
projects. The proposed 6-track yard
south of Princeton is also on hold for
similar reasons.

CPto acquire
DM&E

Canadian Pacific has agreed to buy the
2,500-mileDakota, Minnesota& Eastern
rail system for $1.48 billion in cash plus
contingency payments of up to $1 hil-
lion—$350million*if constructionstarts
onaPowder River Basin” coal linebefore
Dec. 31, 2025, and another $707 million
“when specified volumes of coa have
been moved.” The purchase includes
DM&E and its sister railroad, the lowa,
Chicago & Eastern. The system includes
1,000 employees, 7,200rail cars, and 150
locomotives.

Basedin Sioux Falls, S.D.,DM&Eisthe
largestregional railroadintheU.S,, inter-
changing traffic with seven Class | rail-
roadsineight states. It anticipatesfreight
revenueof approximately $280millionthis
year, up 9% from 2006. The sale is ex-
pected to close in the next 30 to 60 days,
although it is subject to review and ap-
proval by the Surface Transportation
Board.

CP's announcement came five months
aftertheFederal Railroad Administration
turned down DM&E'’s application for a
$2.3 million Railroad Rehabilitation and
Improvement Financing (RRIF) loan to
helpfundtheregiond railroad’ s$6billion,
280-mile Powder River Basin coal line
project.

Kensington Tower
Closed

By Joe Santucci

Thisisthelast weekend (September 8/9)
of Kensington Tower. Itisbeing cut over
to the Metra Electric Dispatcher as we
speak. The operator isstill there but as of
0500 Monday morning, will begoneand
control will beofficialy transferred. Tower
is not dated to be torn down anytime
soon, but will comedown at somepointin
the future.

Duringthecut over phase, all trainsonthe
formerICarerequiredtostop (irregardless
of signal indication) and proceed on the
instructionsof theoperator at Kensington.
No crossover moves between the mains
and thoroughfare tracks are allowed dur-
ingthecutover, only straight track move-
ments. Thisis putting acrimpinto CN’s
operations here for the weekend.

No new signalsarebeing cut in, only the
changingof el ectronicsandthelike. There
isalargestakesignal cabininfront of the
tower and that iswhere most of the work
is being conducted.

| amguessingthat Metratrafficwill still be
ableto makeitsnormal movesincluding
crossovers by using signal maintainers
and/or switch tenders to operate the
switches. Thereislittleway Metracanget
around crossover moves at Kensington
on Fridaysand Saturdaysasthere arethe
Blue Island Loop trains in the evenings
and the regular Blue Island trains during
theday. No Bl serviceon Sundays. These
trains need to access the BI Branch and
alsousetracks2 and 3 north of Kensington.

And the South Shore trains have to enter
and exit here aswell requiring the use of
the turnouts and crossovers.

Also, onanunrelated note, asfor thelHB
going to NS, that sounds like nothing
morethanagood rumor. CSX haswanted
full and total control of the Harbor for
years. (Editor: ThelHB and CSX dispatch-
erssitside-by-sideinthesamebuildingin
Calumet City) | findithardtobelievethey
would pass on such an opportunity and
lettheir primecompetitor takeit over. And
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don’tforget CP4till owns49% of theplace
as well. While they don’t use it to the
capacity they oncedid, in gettingthe | CE
back alongwiththeDM & E, thelHB could
bebecomemoreimportanttothemaswell.

Theway the IHB is structured in owner-
ship, the other partnersin ownership get
first right of refusal if one of the other
partners should want to sell any or all of
their shares.

Anddon’tforget, CNwoulddiveheadfirst
at the opportunity to buy into the IHB.
They made a huge push to get astake in
itafewyearsagoanditishighly unlikely
they would allow NS or anybody to get a
larger stakeinit without abidding war.

Finally, therewastalk that NSwould have
the option of getting control of the IHB
east of Dolton. Supposedly this was the
talk when Conrail was going to get split
up. Theywouldonly gettheK 3line(which
they actually own but lease to IHB any-
way), Michigan Ave Y ard, Gibson Yard,
Calumet City Y ardandthemainlinefrom
Ivanhoe to East Dolton. But | don’t be-
lieve that would be practical.

Thereistak of another railroad takeover
inthe Chicago areain negotiation aswell
right now, but | will refrainfrommention-
ingitatthistimeasitisrealy nothingmore
than good rumor. But you can all make
YOUr gUEesSEs.

Attempt to Hijack
CSXtrain

Twomenwerearrested in September for
tryingtohijack aCSX traininKnoxville,
theKnoxvilleNewsSentinel reported. The
incident happened about 10:35 p.m. Sept.
11 as a CSX train was stopped on CSX
tracksthat run parallel to Volunteer Bou-
levard near Cumberland Avenuein K nox-
ville. The pair came up on the nose of the
engine and told the engineer they needed
to get out of town immediately for some
unexplained reason and “ hewasgoing to
take them.” The men aso “might have
threatened” the CSX employee, a Knox-
ville Police officer said, although it was
later discovered that neither of them was




amed.

The engineer ordered them off the traiN
but they ranto another engineand hopped
aboard, promptingtheengineertocall for
policehelp. Policetook themeninto cus-
tody and indicated the pair could end up
facingfederal charges. Bothmenhadbeen
drinkingal cohol.

Senate Judiciary
Committeepasses
rail ‘antitrust
enfor cement’ bill

Y esterday, the Senate Judiciary Committee
passedtheRailroad Antitrust Enforcement
Act of 2007 (S. 772), which proposes to
amendfederal antitrust lawstorepeal rail-
roads exemptions. Introduced in March
by Sen. HerbKohl (D-Wis.) and co-spon-
sored by Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and
Norm Coleman (R-Minn.), the bill now
movestothefull Senatefor consideration.
S.772wouldpermittheU.S. Department of
Justiceand Federal Trade Commissionto
review rail mergers under antitrust law,
and alow state attorneys general and
private partiesto sue for damages or ob-
tainacourtinjunctioninrail competition
cases.

A companionHousebill, H.R. 1650, cur-
rently isunder considerationby theHouse
Judiciary Committee. The Associ ation of
American Railroads opposes both bills
because officials believe the legislation
would hinder railroads investments in
theirinfrastructureandlimittheir ability to
expand capacity.

Editor: The Congressisworking
toward reregulation of the railroads.
Industry and politics are driving this
imitative. Should this happen we will
seerailroadsfail just asthey did prior

to the Staggers Act that deregulated
the industry and allowed them to
basically “ make a buck” and grow the
systems. Lets hope this does not occur.

CN to acquirekey
operations of E J
and E Railway

MONTREAL and PITTSBURGH, Sept.
26, 2007 — Canadian National Railway
Company and United States Steel
Corporation announced today that their
respective Boards of Directors have ap-
proved anagreement under whichCN will
acquire the major portion of the Elgin,
Joliet and Eastern Railway Company
(EJ& E)for US$300million (approximately
C$301 million). Theacquisition will sig-
nificantly improvethefluidity of CN’srail
operationsintheChicagoregion, reward-
ing customerswithfaster transittimesand
more reliable service. Under the agree-
ment, U. S. Steel’ sTranstar subsidiary will
retain railroad as-

tions, yet it presentsuswith major opera-
tional challenges. This transaction will
improverail operationsontheCN system
andtherest of the Chicagorail network by
moving CN trainsout of theurban coreto
EJ& Elinesontheoutskirtsof theChicago
metropolitanarea.”

U. S. Steel Chairmanand Chief Executive
Officer JohnP. Surmasaid: “ Thistransac-
tionispositiveforal involved. Our EJ& E
employees and customers, and the com-
munitiesinwhichweoperatewill benefit
fromthe EJ& E being part of alarge Class
| railroad, while U. S. Steel will beableto
focuson therailroad assets serving Gary
Works.”

Harrison said: “ Thisacquisition not only
will give CN an opportunity to expandits
servicetotheNorth American steel indus-
try, but alsowill drivenew efficienciesand
operatingimprovementsonCN’ snetwork.
Streamlined rail operations and reduced
congestion resulting from this acquisi-
tion will benefit current CN and EJ& E
customers, the City of Chicago, nearby
communities, andtheoverall rail network

in the region.”

sets, equipment, g
and employees that
support the Gary
Works site in
Northwest Indiana
andthesteelmaking
operations of U. S.
Steel. Transtar’ sre-
maining operations

States Senator.
kM aryH.Jones

| asked aman in prison once how
he happened to be there and he
said he had stolen a pair of shoes.
| told himif he had stolen a
railroad he would be aUnited

N\ CN plans to invest
approximately
US$100millionforin-
tegration, new con-
nections, and infra-
structure improve-
ments to add capac-
ity on the EJ&E line
Z/ and alow network

will becometheGary
Railway.

The acquisition is subject to regulatory
review by theU.S. Surface Transportation
Board (STB). Both CN and U. S. Stedl
believethat if theapplicationisapproved
by theSTB asfiled, itshouldalowclosing
inmid-2008.

EJ& E,aClassl | railroad, operatesover 198
mainlinemilesof track encirclingtheCity
of Chicago from Waukegan, Ill., on the
north, to Joliet, I1l., on the west, to Gary,
Ind., on the southeast, and then to South
Chicago.

CN President and Chief Executive Officer
E. Hunter Harrisonsaid: “ Thisacquisition
isgood newsfor railroading in Chicago.
Chicago is essential to CN’srail opera
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synergies to be real-
ized over time. Theacquisition, whichwill
be financed with debt and cash-on-hand,
isexpectedtobeslightly accretivetoCN's
diluted earnings per shareinthefirst year
following STB approval.

Thecombination of thetworail networks
isstraightforward andwill allow EJ& E’s
existing traffic to be moved more effi-
ciently and at lower cost. There are no
shippersservedonly by CN and EJ& E (2—
to-1 shippers) who will lose direct rail
competitionasaresult of theacquisition,
nor will there be any other adverse im-
pacts on competition. Asin past transac-
tions, CN is committed to keeping gate-
ways open and honoring trackage rights
agreementswith al connecting carriers.



GordonT. Trafton, CN' sSenior Vice-Pres-
dent, SouthernRegion, said: “ Thisacqui-
sitionwill bring EJ& E’ sexperiencedrail-
roadersintotheCN family andwill bridge
what hasbeenthemissinglink to connect
the Eastern, Western, and Southern re-
gionsof CN’snetwork. Wewill apply our
proven business model in implementing
thisacquisition using themeasured, step-
by-step approach we have employed in
our previous transactions to flawlessly
integrate these operations.”

CN Press Release

Editor: CN has been looking for other
ways to get around the Chicago area
for some time and due to lack of
progressin CREATE (DOT projects
take forever due to the paperwork
involved) they backed off a couple of
years back. CN has always been
looking ahead and one major business
item that probably spurred this move
was the fact that a new container port
opensin October at Prince Rupert, far
north of VVancouver in British
Columbia. This new port has already
signed on one leading container ship
line - Cosco. This port is the shortest
distance to the Far East and saves a
couple of daysin ship travel timeto a
west coast port. Who is the only
railroad that serves the port? CN

CN is marketing this port as the fastest,
most efficient and most cost effective
route for Asian traffic to theinterior of
North America, specifically Toronto,
Montreal, Chicago and Memphis. With
this time saving around Chicago and
shorter time across the water, CN will
be able to offer much quicker serviceto
these locations as well as those beyond
Chicago on CSX and NS,

Record Wyoming Coal M oves

Union Pacificiscrediting operational improvementsfor movingamonthly recordof 17.2
milliontonsof coal - 1,118trainloads- fromWyoming' sSouthern Powder River Basin
in August. According to reports from the U.S. Department of Energy Information
Administration, coal stockpilesareat thehighestlevel infour years, up 38 percent over
last year'slevels.

UP has changed operating practices to speed up coa train movements. The railroad
isusinganew multi-purposeforklift that enablesempl oyeesto changeout wheel swhile
a car remains in the train, reducing the repair-to-back-in-service time. UP is also
installing Centralized Traffic Control acrossitsCentral Corridor fromeastern Nebraska
through lowa. Some portions of the route till used automatic block signaling.

UPisapplyingautoracing pit-crew principlesto hel pempl oyeesin North Platte, Neb.,
refuel, inspect, and maintaintrainsthat movethrough Bailey Y ard, theworld’ slargest
railroad classificationyard.

The Powder River Basinin Wyoming ishometo vast reserves of low-sulfur coal that
ischeaptominebecauseitliesjust beneaththesurface. Thiscoa ispopular withutilities
seeking cheaper alternativesto natural gas. Currently Union Pacificand BNSFarethe
only railroads that serve the Basin. Both companies have been investing in track
expansionfollowingcomplaintsfromutilitiesthat they werenot delivering enough coal
tomeet demand. L ast week, Canadian Pacificannounced it wasbuying regiona railroad
Dakota, Minnesota& Eastern, which has completed plansto build anew lineinto the
Basin. CPR will study over thenext few yearswhether it wantsto expand DM& E into
the Basin.

Danville Chapter, NRHS - Meeting Minutes - 9/16/7
President Nipper opened the meeting at 1338.

The Treasurer’s report was not available. The secretary’s report was approved as
printed.

Business

Thelongtenureof GeneCronkhiteasamember wasrecognized. Geneandhiswifewill
bemoving to Oklahomain October.

Rich Schroeder reported onanupcomingIndianaRRtripon 11/11. Hea soupdatethe
progress on the 2™ track extension on CSX. A track laying machineisexpectedin 3-
4 weeks, with preparation work going on now. Concretetieswill beused. The CTC
cutover is expected to be around 12/15, with completion by the end of the year.

TheC& El Society received 501c statusfromthe RS and isnow accepting donations.
White River Production will be taking over the production of the Society magazine,
starting in October.

Rick reportedontheplannedincreasein NRHSnational duesby $11. A firmwashired
to do dues processing and the invoices should be out in October.

Larry Prosser provided atape of FT dieselsand WM transition from steam to diesel.
A rail grinder hasarrived on CSX andisin North Yard.
The Meeting was adjourned at 1406.

A program of mostly Milwaukee Road slidesfromthe 1960sand 1970swas presented
by Rick.



NICTD outlines
Service expansion

plans

As the South Shore line nears its 100th
anniversary, the organization that now
runs the railroad is planning to extend
service to Lowell and Valparaiso, local
newspapers report. “These are logical
extensionsthat would create alot of eco-
nomic development inthisarea,” Gerald
Hanas, general manager of the Northern
Indiana Commuter Transportation Dis-
trict, said. “ Indianawill pay acongestion
tax if we don't expand.” The extension
project would include 19 miles of tracks
fromMunstertoLowell, 24milesof tracks
to Valparaiso, train stations and needed
property purchases. NICTD estimatesthe
projectwill cost$1 billion.

Danville Track

Extension Updates
By Doug Nipper
Week of September 10

Thenew Defect Detector at MP118.2went
in service yesterday (9-12). Thisisonly
about 1/4 milenorth of West Newell, and
you can see the cabinet from that road.
(Editor: About the time the plans were
being made to extend the No. 2 main
north to West Newell Road the signal
department installed and placed a new
detector in service. Asusual, no commu-
nication between departments.)

They have closed Sunset Rd. and | sup-
pose are removing that detector at MP
119, or perhapsit’ salready gone. | heard
something about Gessie, so maybe it's
going down there since that detector (re-
aly Perrysville) isstill an older style.

| think | saw some new signal masts at
Liberty Lane, or at least the bases on a
trailer. Still notrack material, but they can
set signals and cabinets, and then do the
switch motors, track connections and
heaters | ater.

The bank north of Poland Rd had some

pretty good erosion channels, so they use
thehi-hoetopack downtheclay dirt. They
did the same thing behind my house last
week. It also looks like they eased the
slope angle a hit.

Editor: CSXisplanningthetapeload for
the dispatchers and has scheduled it for
December 15. Thetrack/signal workwill
be completed prior to that date.

October 3

Newell Roadisthedetour for l1linoisRoute
1, which is closed north of Newell Road
due to bridge construction. To minimize
traffic interruption, in an unusual night-
time 704, Steve Shaw andasmall crew are
putting the new track
through the crossing
andredoingthesurface
tonight. | surehopethey
caneven uptheedgeof
the existing mainline
crossing with the new
concrete panels.

New turnouts are in
placeon#2mainatLib-
erty Lane thanks to a
10-hour curfew on
Monday. Now it’sjust
uptothesignal depart-
ment to get the new CP
there up and running
so RA can be torn out and perhaps also
the old #2 down to Liberty so the Track
LayingMachinecancomeinandlay track.
On October 9 the "NCT"machine
is scheduled to arrive and be setup to lay
track from RA to Newell Road. CSX ex-
pects this to take 5 days. The machine
carries the ties with it
andwill layout theties,
pull therail ontotheties
andsecureitasitmoves
along. This machine
has been used on other
locations on CSX and
similar machines are
being used out west on
UP and BNSF to expe-
ditethetrack layingpro-
cess.

Week of Octo-
ber 8

e

Thingsreally took off thisweek, and this
isthefinal update. The"NCT Machine" as
theRR guyscalledit arrived onthe8thas
planned. It took all that day to set up and
move it into position just south of West
Newell Road on the "escape"track that
had been hand-built to allow the machine
toclear themaintrack. Inthephotosbelow
by Joe Cooke, you see it working just
south of the closed Sunset Road crossing
onTuesday. Thebulldozer towsthewhole
contraption, whichalsoincludesabout 10
flat carswith pre-platedtiesand aanother
machine that rides on top of the tie cars
and bringsthem forward to the conveyor
onthemachine. Thedozer alsohastworail
"dogs' that feed the rail at the proper

angletothemachine'sroller system. There
is gtill manual labor, as not al ties fall
straight and upright. But al in all, it'sa
heck of away to lay railroad track. They
anchor-spike on the outside of the rails
every fivetiesto hold gauge.




Danville Track

Extension Photos

By Doug Nipper

Here are more photos since Rick had
space |eft over in thisissue...
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at Sunset Rd.
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Whilethe NCT machinewasat rest, | grabbed afew shots of
the details of the conveyor and tie placement system.
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Hereisthevery first locomotive onthe new track! The machine
wasfinished on 10/11 and on the 12th they needed to moveit to
NorthY ardfor loading by craneontoaflatcar. So up comesM036-
12withabigsix-axletothenew switchat West Newell, backsonto
thejust -laid-yesterday track and comesdownto Poland Rdwhere
thetie flats and machine are waiting. The far end runs on small
wheels and thisis the part that gets loaded onto a carrier car.

Detached
fromitstie
cars, thisis
abackside
view of the
NCT
machine.




