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Eastbound UP coal train headed by UP 6619 & 7113 pass bel ow the Dow City Cemetary, Dow City, lowaon September 16.
Bruce Bird, Walt Baselt and the photographer found this nice view of therolling hills of western lowato shoot arail photo.
Photo by Rick Schroeder



ComingEvents

October 18, 2009

Danville, L -Monthly Chapter Mesting
at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, 1: 00PM

Oct 17-18, 2009

Springfield- TheGreat TrainExpo. lllinois
StateFairgrounds, 801 E. Sangamon Ave.
10- 4. A national, traveling show that
caters to the model railroad enthusiast.

Oct 23-25, 2009

Monticello - Ghost Train - October 23rd-
25th, 30th-31st: AL L agescanenjoy atrain
ride through Camp Creek Hollow with a
stop at Cemetery Road.

Nov 8, 2009

Bloomington- Central IllinoisGreat Train
Show. Interstate Center, 2301 W. Market.
93

Nov 22, 2009

East Peoria- IlinoisValley andRiver City
Railroad Clubs PeoriaTrainFair.1llinois
Central College, Rts116 & 24.10-3.

Nov 28-29, 2009

Monticello - The Polar Express™ - No-
vember 28th & 29th; December 4-5: Read
alongwiththestory asthetrain makesits
round-trip journey to the North Pole.

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
September 20at Jocko'sDepot Restau-
rant, Williamsand Gilbert Street, begin-
ningat 1:00PM.

Add to your calendar that the Annual
Dinner will beSunday, December 6start-
ingat 1:00PM.

Weheld our first operating session early
thismonth. For the past several yearswe
haveusedaswitchlistfor localsand some
partial lists for train set out and pickup
(sometimesusingthe"sticky note" for the
information). Thisyear BobandRick dis-
cussed going back to car cards, asystem
that isused on many model railroads and
Rick'sinparticular. For acoupleof weeks
prior to the session an inventory was
made of carson the layout (Rick still had
thelistfileof al cars) and then new cards
were printed for thosein service. Next a
session was setup to place all of the car
cardsoneachfreight car whereitstoodon
thelayout. Thefinal work wasthe Sunday
prior to the session when wayhill cards
were made and placed in the pockets of
cars in industries, in the yard and on
trains. Bob, DougN. and Rick got thework
completed and the session setup. Over
the next few months the system will be
refined and hopefully the system will be-
gintowork likeit should.

Wewel comenew member Rocky Hill, 1207
Sherman S, Danville. Heattended hisfirst
meeting in September, isretired, amodel
railroader andrail fan.

XNVILLE JUNCT G

ROSSvILLE st
CHa PTER NRVS:

Rossville
Operating
Sessions

TheCl & ERRwill operateonthefirst
Saturday of each month, unlessnoted
change below, starting in October
and beginning around 1:00 PM.

Saturday, November 7
Saturday, December 5

Saturday, January 9,2010- notethisis
thesecond Saturday duetoNew Y ears

Day

Saturday, February 6, 2010
Saturday, March 6, 2010
Saturday, April 3,2010

Sessions on the Danville and West-
ernarenot setyet. Becauseof changes
in schedule this year and next | will
notify membersviaEmail of planned
sessions. Dateswill not bepublished.
If you have not been on my previous
Email list contact me to get on the
notification list at
rickschrol@gmail.com.

\ J

November will be
election month

As discussed by our Presi-
dent at the last meeting,
we will have élections in

November and thus we
will announce the date of
candidates for offices at
the October meeting.




Danville Chapter, NRHS - Minutes, 9/20/9
Themeeting wascalled to order at 1357.

The Treasurer’ sreport showsthefollowing balances: Checking $1622.25, Savings
$3872.43foraTotal of $5493.68

Member Jim Hilewasintroduced. Rocky Hill turnedinamember applicationandwas
introduced. Heisretired and hasacoffeetablelayout. The minuteswere approved as
printed.

Old Business

Summer at themuseumwaswell staffed, with Jim Hileand Skylar Brown performing
yeomanduty. Attendancewasinlinewithrecent years. Bill reported seeing acaboose
onaCSX NBtrain.

New Business
Thefirst operating session at Rossville will be Oct. 3.

Mark Ziebart mentioned anew record on track laying in the Powder River areaby a
female roadmaster on BNSF. He also bought ahome.

Doug reminded membersof electionsin November.
The Meeting was adjourned at 1408.

Rick Schroeder presented the program, showing pictures he took the previous week
on atrip to lowaand Nebraska.

Norfolk Southern unveils Experimental
Electric L ocomotive

With U.S. Dept. of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Congressman Bill
Shuster inattendance, Norfolk Southerntoday unveiledthelatestin alternativeenergy
locomotive technology at its Juniata Locomotive Shop in Altoona, Pa. NS999 is a
prototype 1,500-horsepower switching locomotivethat relies solely on rechargeable
batteriesfor power.

“ At Norfolk Southern we strongly subscribeto the
view that sustainability and reducing our carbon
footprint are solid business objectives that also
provide enormous benefitsto the communitieswe serve,” said CEO Wick Moorman.
“By utilizing regenerated kinetic energy of the train and with no diesel exhaust
emissions, NS 999 achieves those goals.

This prototype locomative was developed by Norfolk Southern, with the help of an
incredibly creativepartnership, includingtheU.S. Dept. of Energy, theFederal Railroad
Administration, and ThePennsylvaniaStateUniversity, for whichwearegrateful. We
must also recognize Congressman Bill Shuster, as without his active interest and
participation in this project NS 999 would still be merely a concept.” “Today, the
transportation sector currently accountsfor just under athird of U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions, morethan half of nitrogen oxideemissions, and al most three-quartersof our
petroleum consumption.

We need to change that,” said Secretary LaHood. “ By working together to develop
alternative energy sources and innovative technol ogieslike this electric locomotive,
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wewill maketransportation moresustain-
ableandenergy-efficient.” “Historically,
Pennsylvania has had a tremendous his-
toryinrailroading, anditremainsmy belief
that our state can still haveabright future
in rail if we take advantage of dynamic
partnerships between the private and
public sectorslike the one that produced
thislocomotive,” said Congressman Bill
Shuster, the Ranking Republican on the
Railroads Subcommittee.

“What Norfolk Southern and Penn State
are doing with Congress and Secretary
LaHood' ssupportistruly significant and
will help usher in a new generation of
green locomotives fueled by American
ingenuity. Let’ snot forget about thegreat
work done by the Juniata Locomotive
Shop employees who did a superior job
producing thisengine. | am proudto have
worked to securefunding for thisproject,
and| look forwardtoseeingitworkingthe
rail linessoon.”

Congressman Shuster secured $1.3 mil-
lion in federal funding for the NS 999
project. NS999isanentirely electricloco-
motive that uses alead-acid energy stor-
age system comprised of 1,080 12-volt
batteriesto operatein railroad switching
applications without the use of a diesel
engine and with zero exhaust emissions.

Theplug-inlocomotiveal so canregener-
ate dynamic braking energy through a
systemprovided by Brookville Equi pment
Company. The recovered dynamic brak-
ing energy continually replenishes the
energy storage system, and uses this re-
covered energy for
tractiveeffortinrail
operations. The
batteries are care-
fully monitored and controlledthroughan
elaborate battery management system to
assure safety and maximum battery life,
andwhenfully charged NS999isableto
operate three shifts before recharging is
required.

NORFOLK
SOUTHERN



The photo above was found in some archives recently. Taken at the BN's Clyde
Yardin Cicero on May 11, 1973 we find that some of us have changed. Standing
fromlefttoright, Rick Schroeder, Herman Compton (BN), Henry Schmidt, Gary
Lance(BN), Dave Sherrill, Paul Anuta, Doug Herrmann (deceased) with son Billy,
Randy Rippy, Dick Stair (deceased), John Ellisand JimMillikin. Kneelinginfrontis
Paul DeFries, Jesse Bennett and Don McCarthy (deceased). As noted, we have all
changed, Clyde Y ard has changed and BN is now BNSF.

Rail News

APOLLOBEACH, Fla—CSX haswona
contract to supply TampaElectric Co.’s
BigBend coal -fired power plantwithfuel,
traffic that formerly traveled over water,
the Tampa Tribune has reported. The
railroadwill useal110-car trainset tomove
[llinois Basin coal to the plant. "Coa
delivery to the Big Bend plant has been
exclusively delivered through the
Mississippi River and across the Gulf of
Mexico,” saidRick Morera, aTampaElec-
tricspokesman. “ Weather canbeafactor.
Train gives us another form of delivery
that will improve our delivery system.”
Thetrainistobeginrunningin December.

Via TRAINSOn-Line 9-25-09

ALTOONA, Pa.— Norfolk Southernto-
day released a 1,500-hp switch engine
powered by rechargeable batteries. The
engine, NS999, wasunveiledwithNSCEO
“Wick” Moorman and U.S. Secretary of
Transportation Ray LaHood in atten-
dance. The locomotive, built with $1.3
million infederal funds, usesalead-acid
energy storagesystem comprised of 1,080
batteries. It's capable of regenerating
energy produced during dynamic brak-
ing, energy that diesel-electric locomo-

tives are unable to capture. The locomo-
tive will need to be plugged in and re-
chargedbeforeuse; it’ sestimated theunit
will be able to operate for three shifts
before needing to be recharged

Via TRAINSOn-Line 9-28-09

50 years ago Wabash ran its last passen-
ger traininto Des Moines Sept. 30, 1959,
discontinuingNos. 11 and 14 toand from
Moberly, MO. Wabash till had an over-
night train between Omahaand St. Louis
but it was cut back to Council Bluffsand
downgraded to amixed in 1960. It lasted
until 1968, intotheNorfolk & Westernera.

CSX granted IndianaRail Road overhead
trackage rights on a number of its subdi-
visionlinesintheareasof Cincinnati, OH
and Indianapolis, IN. Initsfiling withthe
STB, CSX said that the purpose of the
trackagerightsincludedallowingINRD to
handle haulage traffic over these lines

General Electricsaidthatitisbracing for
a“very tough and bleak” market for new
locomotives through 2010. “North
American, from the standpoint of pur-
chasinglocomotives,isnotmoving,” said
a GE spokesman. The spokesman said

Continued on Page 4
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M useum volunteer
stole CSX
locomotive

MIAMI — Brandon Dowdy, a museum
volunteer, railfan, and abipolar manwho' d
stopped taking his medication, received
threeyearsof probationfor stealingaCSX
locomotive, the Miami Sun-Sentinel has
reported. Dowdy, 22, climbed aboard an
unattended|ocomotive, movedit acrossa
dark territory mainline, and abandoned it
next toabar wherehewent to hear alocal
band play.

CSX spokesman Gary Sease declined to
comment onthesentence, but noted, “ This
was a very serious offense.” Indeed, if
another train had been moving ontheline
at thetime, acollision likely would have
ensued.

Dowdy andfriend Alex Johnson-Self told
police they were trying to get to the
Redland Tavern to hear the house band
play. Dowdy, avolunteer at theGold Coast
Railroad Museum, climbed aboard unat-
tended GP38-2 No. 2617 and used the
knowledge he' d acquired at the museum
to start and move the engine. He ran it
through switches and down seven miles
of CSX’sHomestead Subdivision before
he and Johnson-Self abandoned the en-
ginenext tothetavern. Dowdy isbipolar,
and his attorney said he wasn't taking
medication to treat the disorder.

Dowdy will stay inprisonuntil November.
In addition to probation, he'll have to
perform 100 hoursof community service,
andarestraining order will keephimaway
fromrailroads. Inane-mail tothenewspa-
per, Dowdy wrote, “| think the[decision]
wasvery fair ... It hasaffected my loveof
trainsbecausel cannolonger work around
them or participate in any activities that
deal with that form of transportation.”

Via TRAINSOn-Line 9-28-09




Westbound empty coal train headed by BNSF 6058 and CEFX 1013 roll through
Y ork, Nebraska on their way back to the Wyoming coal fields. A pedestrian
overpassin York provides agreat location for trainsin the otherwise flatland of
central Nebraska. Photo by Rick Schroeder, 9-15-09

BNSF beginsto
replace lowa bridge,
CN caps off
Tennesseeyard
reconstruction

Earlier this week, BNSF announced it’'s
launching a major bridge replacement
projectinlowawhileCN announcedyes-
terday it completed amajor classification
yardreconfiguration projectin Tennessee.

CN’s$100million, multi-yeer projectatthe
Memphisfacility —theClass|’ ssecond-
largest classification yard — called for
essentially building anew yard on top of
an existing one built in the early 1900s,
rebuilding old locomotive repair and car
shops, and upgrading alocomotive fuel-
ingstation. Theyard now canhandlemore
than 3,100 freight cars and more than 35
trainsdaily, andfeatures45classification
tracks and 12 receiving and departure
tracks ranging in length from 5,000 to
10,000f est.

Ataceremony held yesterday at theyard,
CN announced it will renamethefacility
Harrison Y ard in honor of President and
Chief ExecutiveE. Hunter Harrison, who
will retireat year’ send and be succeeded
by Executive Vice President Claude
Mongeau.

“Thisproject transformed anaged, ineffi-
cientrail yardintoastate-of-the-art, effec-
tively designed major terminal,” said
Mongeau in a prepared statement.
“Today’ s yard can handle nearly double
thetraffictheoldfacility couldina24-hour
period.”

Meanwhile, primecontractor AmesCon-
structionInc. hasbeguntoreplaceBNSF' s
118-year-old swing span over the
Mississippi RiverinBurlington, lowa, with
a modern lift span designed to increase
river channel widthfrom 150feet tomore
than 307 feet. The $70 million project is
scheduledfor completioninsummer 2011.

Lift span construction is being partially
financedthroughthe American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act. In addition, the
state of lowa is seeking a $25 million
Transportation Investment Generating
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Economic Recovery grant for the
Burlington Bridge project. The bridgeis
used by about 30 trains daily, including
two Amtrak trains.

Via Progressive Railroading 9-25-09

Rail News - continued from Page 3

that production at its Erie, PA facility
wouldfall by 44 percent thisyear, to 485
locomotives.

Dow Jones reported that severa Wall
Streetfirmsarepredictinga“ sector recov-
ery” of rail trafficand urginginvestorsto
buy rail stocks. Down Jonesreported that
these firms included BMO Capital Mar-
kets, which recently raised its rating of
CSX and Norfolk Southern to “outper-
form.”

Missouri officials noted significant im-
provementintheperformanceof itsstate-
supported passenger trains operated by
Amtrak between St. Louis and Kansas
City. Whereasthesetrainshad in the past
nearly alwaysoperated|ate, officialsnoted
that they had been on time 97 percent of
thetimein Juneand 90 percent of thetime
in July. Officials credited the declinein
“freighttraininterference,” aresult of the
recessionary declineinfreightrail traffic,
with having helped passenger train per-
formanceontheline.

The Federal Railroad Administration re-
ported that rail accidents and incidents
generally declined, the first half of 2009
versus the first half of 2008. Total acci-
dentsand incidentsdeclined 20.8 percent
to 5,035; train accidents declined 30.3
percent to 892; trespasser fatalities de-
clined 8.6 percent to 202; grade crossing
fatalitiesdeclined 16.0percentto 110; and
on-duty employeefatalitiesdeclined 23.1
percent to 10.



OnOctober 3& 4 Amtrak detouredtwo of theChicagoto St. LouistrainsviaVillaGrove
duetotrackwork between Joliet and Chicago. On October 4, about 11:00AM, Waltand
Rick caught #22, with 7 carsheaded by Amtrak #181, leaving VillaGroveafter acrew
change. Thisdetour move was expected early this summer but did not occur. Quitea
sitetoseeapassenger traininVillaGrove. Photo by Rick Schroeder (Check out Bruce
Bird's story on the next page)

Passenger rail in
|owa: Worth the

expense?

Gov. Chet Culver will conduct awhistle-
stop train tour of southern lowatoday (9-
25), part of an ongoing campaign to pro-
motetheuseof federal stimulusmoney to
upgrade lowa s passenger lines.

Thepushfor morepassenger trainservice
has drawn support from Des Moines
Mayor Frank Cownie, lowa City Mayor
Regenia Bailey and chambers of com-
merceleadersin several lowacities. The
planwouldinclude new passenger routes
between Dubugue and Chicago and be-
tween lowaCity and Chicago, with even-
tual serviceextendingwesttoDesMoines
and Council Bluffs. Culverisscheduledto
start histour at 7:30 am. in Creston, with
a final stop planned at 3:35 p.m. in
Burlington.

But not everybody supports the federal
stimulus money train, which includes
upgrading passenger rail corridors na-
tionwide, startingwithan $8billioncom-

mitment from Congress.

Critics say rail speeds to be too slow in
lowaSomecriticsview theplanasawaste
of money that could eventually cost tax-
payers hundreds of billionsof dollarsfor
a full-fledged national high-speed pas-
senger railroad system. They claim that
what isdescribed ashigh-speedrail will be
aslow tripinlowa.

"High-speed rail has become the ‘hip’
kindof porkthisyear,” ssidRandal O’ Toole
of the Cato Ingtitutein Washington, D.C.
But too few peoplewill ridetrainsfor the
money spent, he said.

Samuel Staley, director of urban growth
and land-use policy at the Reason Foun-
dation in Los Angeles, which promotes
free markets, said, “Thisisn’t the 1950s,
when intercity rail made a tremendous
amount of sense. You can't ignore the
fiscal realities that these systems are op-
eratingon. “If youareinastatelikelowa
withdecent air servicethat will get youto
Chicago within an hour, it doesn’t make
sense.”

GustavedeSaint Victor of lowaCity, who
hasridden high-speedtrainsin Europeas
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a graduate student at England’s Oxford
University, questioned why anybody
would want to ride the moderate-speed
trains proposed for the new lowaroutes.

The proposed train between lowa City
and Chicago, viathe Quad Cities, would
take 4 hours 58 minutes over 222 miles.
Thetrain could reach a peak speed of 79
mph, Amtrak officia ssaid, butitsaverage
would be 45 mph. Travelers could drive
fromlowaCity to Chicago viainterstates
in 3 hours 43 minutes, more than an hour
faster than the train.

Itsprojectedridershipfortwodaily round
tripsis estimated at 187,000 passengers
annually, officialssaid. Thatisanaverage
of 128 passengersper trip. “It just seems
so bogus what they are saying,” de Saint
Victor said. “ It seemslike propagandato
call ita79mphtrainwhenitwon’'tgothat
fast.” An Amtrak spokesman in Chicago
issued astatement inresponsetocriticsof
the federal stimulus funding for high-
speedrail projectsnationally, noting that
Amtrak already operatesmorethanhalf of
its daily trains at 100 mph or greater.

Rail improvements necessary in lowa, -
the lowa City train would require $32.5
million for lowa track improvements on
the lowa I nterstate Railroad, plus equip-
ment costs of $1.9 million and annua
operating subsidies of $1.6 million, state
officials said. (Editor - it would cost
$193,000 per passenger for thefirst year
and does not include improvements in
Illinois). Upgradingtracksbetweenlowa
City and DesMoinesfor passenger trains
would cost an additional $106 million.

The proposed route between Dubuque
and Chicago on Canadian National tracks
would be even slower than the lowa City
train, requiring 5 hours 10 minutes for a
178-miletrip. That’ san average speed of
35 mph. That train, with one round trip
daily, is projected to attract up to 74,500
passengersper year, or an average of 100
per trip.

Richard Harnish, director of theMidwest
High-Speed Rail Coalition, aChicago ad-
vocacy group, said the new rail service
proposed for lowa should be viewed as
“quick-start” projectsthat canberunning
quickly. Thepassenger trainscould even-



tually operate at much faster speeds “if
lowans make it clear to their legislators
that they wantittobeasgoodasit canbe,”
he said.

Tammy Nicholson, director of the lowa
Department of Transportation’ sOfficeof
Rail Transportation, said passenger rail
serviceshould beviewed asakey compo-
nent of the state’'s overall transportation
system. “In order to deal with growing
highway congestion for both freight and
passengers, we haveto utilizethese other
corridors that we have for transporta-
tion,” she said.

Rail upgradeseligiblefor federal money -
Culver aide Troy Price said the governor
believes the benefits of passenger rail
outweigh the negatives. “Studies show
that passenger rail increases mobility
options, improvestheeconomic viability
of an area, leadsto greater investment in
communities, and reduces fuel use and
carbon emissions,” Price said.

The lowa Department of Transportation
is seeking $46 million from the Federal
Railroad Administration to support three
passenger rail applications for federal
stimulusmoney.

Thisincludes$2millionfor planningaong
the entire Chicago-Omahacorridor, plus
$44 millionto reduce congestion and de-
laysontheBurlington Northern SantaFe
linethrough southernlowa, whichcarries
Amtrak’'s California Zephyr passenger
train between Chicago and northern
Cdlifornia. Additional stimulus applica-
tions are due Oct. 2 for passenger rail
service between lowa City and Chicago
and Dubugueand Chicago, lowaofficials
said.

Des Moines Register, 9-23-09

Ski traintorun

adaln

Amtrak and lowaPacificgot thego-ahead
for Denver-to-Winter Park rail tripsfrom
Dec.26toMarch28. TheUPsaidthatithas
approved arequest from Amtrak to oper-
atearevived Ski Train for the upcoming
ski season.

In April, acompany operated by Denver
billionairePhil Anschutz saiditwouldno
longer run Ski Trainexcursionsto Winter
Park, potentially ending a 69-year tradi-
tion. Anschutz's firm sold its Ski Train
railcarsto aCanadian railroad company.

Last month, lowaPacific HoldingsLLC,
which operates excursion railroads sea-
sonally in southern Colorado and short-
linefreight railroadsin Col oradoandacross
thecountry, saiditwouldliketotakeover
the Denver-Winter Park operation. lowa
Pacific president Ed Ellis said “We're
pleased to hear that UP hasapproved that
request. The new Ski Train operation is
scheduled to run between Dec. 26 and
March28.

Ellis company operates the Rio Grande
ScenicRailroadthat runssummer passen-
gerexcursionsservingAlamosa, LaVeta,
Antonitoand MonteVista. Usingrailcars
fromthat servicefor awinter Ski Trainwill
makefor more efficient use of the equip-
ment, Ellissaid.

Amtrak and the renewed Ski Train are
expected to use Union Station through
the end of March. Beginning in April,
Union Station officials expect to move
Amtrak train service to atemporary sta-
tionat 21st and Delgany streetsto accom-
modate a3-1/2 year proposed redevel op-
ment of theUnion Stationarea. Itislikely
thatthelowaPacific’ sSki Train, if it oper-
atesduring the 2010-2011 season, would
usethetemporary Amtrak facility aswell.

Via Brass Switchkey Railnews, V.16,
#41, September 30, 2009

Amtrak and UP - an
almost tangle west of
Villa Grove

Justin and | took off this afternoon to
catch the southbound Amtrak Texas
Eagle, train #21, on it's weekend detour
down the C&EIl. From the excellent
postings from Rick and Bruce S. we
planned on catchingit north of Royal and
thentryingto beat it south of Tuscoladue
to the crew change in Villa Grove. At
about 5:20 21 appeared at Dailey, with
Genesis #21 leading train 21. It looked
good flying past us.

As we beat the hasty retreat to south of
Tuscolaweheard onthescanner that aSB
wassittingat TuscolaandaNB andtheV G
local weresitting at Cadwell with NLCH
sliding north past all of thisto meet 21 at
VillaGrove. A busytimeontheUPingreat
light! Things were shaping up nicely.

Aswewere heading south of Pesotumon
Rt. 45 weheard an ominoustransmission
over theradio:

“Digpatcher, thisisAmtrak 21- we' vedlid
pasttheredsignal atthesouthend of Villa
Grove’

“Where are you now?’

“Just past the signal at 147"
“SOUTH of thesignal?’
“Yes,Maam.”

“QNLCH, whereareyoulocated?’
“Wejust passed mile 151.”

“NLCH bring your train to a safe stop
immediately

What transpired next was the crews on
Amtrak at first claiming that the signal
droppedintheirface, andthenthey admit-
tedthey blew past ared. Bothtrainswere
stopped about 3 miles apart facing each
other and due to topography neither one
could see the other’s head light.

Whew- that’ sabit too closefor comfort!
This happened at around 6:15 and when
weleft Tuscolathetrainswerestill sitting
thereat 7:30. The DSwasgoing to have



Amtrak back upintothesidingbut | would
imaginethat they would havetowait until
bothaUPandan Amtrak engineer arrived
to relieve the boneheads on duty. Mean-
while the passengers on board got to
enjoy abeautiful sunset whileparkedina
cornfieldjust outsideof VillaGrove. And
remember that thecrewsintheNLCH and
thenorthboundandlocal at Cadwell were
probably going to go dead in the mean-
time as well. If you see alot of trains
running on the UP tomorrow now you'l
know why. And hopefully the passen-
gerswill never know just how closethey
came to being on the news.

Bruce

Needless to say, the crew was removed
from service and the cup's were
probably ready when they arrived at
Villa Grove.

TheDM&E (CP

Rail) trackwork

begins
The Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern
Railroad showed off anewly rebuilt, 30-
milestretch of lineto Rochester, Minn. to
areagovernment officialsinvited aboard
one of DM&E's Pullman-era passenger
cars.Butif DM& E, now apart of Canadian
Pacific, perceivedthat by showingitsnew
ling, it could ease opposition to its plans
for bypasses and coal trains, the plan
apparently didn't work. Those "continue
tobeissues," said Rochester Mayor Ardell
Brede."Tome, it (theride) pointed out just
how many cars do get stopped when a
train comes through." DM&E's Graham
brushed aside questionsto do with Mayo
Clinic'sproposed Southern Rail Corridor
or therailroad's potential plansto extend
service to Wyoming coa fields, saying
that the day was meant to focus on
DM& E'sroughly $15-millioninvestment
here.

Inhisremarks, Grahamsaid: "Work started
5 months ago and the ride over the new
roadbed was smoother than taking an
airplane. Therailroad employed about 70

people, installed morethan 7,000 tons of
new rail that meets the top-of-the-line
industry standard and is expected to last
acentury or longer. The old rail wasin-
stalledaround 1916. Thenew rail permits
higher speeds -- 30 mph through
Rochester, where trains used to go 10
mph. "Improvements in Rochester and
elsewhere on the line have hel ped shave
24 t0 36 hours of f thelength of thetripto
Chicago and thistime-saving meansalot
to our customers on the line."

New freight line
expected to ease

delays

Helping freight trains move quicker and
reducingthetimemotoristsspendwaiting
fortrainsto passaregoal sof a$26 million
federally funded project announced Mon-
day. Planswere unveiled to add athird
mainrail lineover about threemilesinBlue
Islandand Alsip, easing congestioninthe
busy south suburbancorridor. Locd, state
andrailroad officia stalked aboutimprove-
ments at a groundbreaking ceremony at
tracks south of Wireton Road in Blue
Island.

Work will start soon, said William
Thompson, program manager for the
Chicago Region Environmental and
Transportation Efficiency Program. The
program, amgjor efforttoeaserail conges-
tionintheChicagoarea, hascompleted 43
of 78 rail and highway projects planned
throughout northeastern Illinois.

About 1,200 freight trainstravel through
Chicago every day, Thompson said. Of
those, about 160 runthrough Bluelsland,
Mayor Donald Peloquin said. The first
part of thework ison therailroad bridge
over 127th Street, Thompson said. The
bridgeisaready wide enough for athird
line, hesaid. The new third will run from
Francisco Avenue northwest to about
123rd Street, Thompson said. The new
linewill belinkedtoanexistingthirdline,
east of Francisco Avenue, for about six
milesintotal, Blue Island Peloquin said.
Hecompared thework to adding alaneto
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a highway, with the third line allowing
“through trains’ to roll through the area
without having to slow or stop, asisnow
oftenthecase. "Now, thosetrainshaveto
stop two or threetimesto get afreetrack.
With the third line, they won’t have to
stop,” Peloquin said.

A newsignal systemwill alsobeinstalled,
helping speed trains along, he said.
Peloquin, whosecity has123 gradecross-
ings, hopes more efficient freight train
traffic could improve area truck traffic
sinceathirdrail linemeanstrainswon’tbe
delayed as often as before. Alsip Mayor
Patrick Kitching said he' s “thought alot
aboutrailroadsinmy lifetime, mostly while
waiting at crossings for trains to clear.”
With seven industrial parks in Alsip,
Kitchingsaidtruck driverswill appreciate
spending lesstime watching trains crawl
past.

Summer help at
Museum

| have counted all the signatures on the
sign-insheet for the2009 museum season.
Therewere 34 "regular” daysto be open,
and because the 4th of July fell on a
Saturday it looked like there wouldn't be
any extradays. However, withthe Sesqui-
centennial in Rossville this year, they
asked us to be open an extraday, Friday
August 7th. That |eft uswith 35daystobe
open to the public.

Let mealsosay thatif someonedidn'tsign
in, they didn't get counted. There were
alsoduplicateentriesfor acoupleof days
(Cookeand Cooke), and | don't know who
the second one was without initialsto go
by! Anyway, Skylar Brown and Jim Hile
have all-time nearly perfect attendance.
Each only missed one day out of the 35.
Hereisthelist from most daysto least:

Brown, Hile, Gallippi, Ziebart, Sherrill,
Cooke, Wright, Nipper, Brazda, McCoy,
Schroeder, Pearson, Honn and Butzow

Doug Nipper



