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be aDPU and two helpers that were added at Crawford, some 8 miles away in the distance. Photo is from the Ponderosa Ranch
property at aplacewe called "Ponderosa Point", some 300 feet above therailroad. Rick Schroeder photo - 9-17-2010



ComingEvents

Oct 17, 2010

Danville, IL - Monthly meetingat Jocko's
PizzaDepot, Williamsand Gilbert Street,
starting at 1:00 PM.

Oct. 10, 2010

Wheaton, IL - Great Midwest Train, Toy
& Hobby Show. DuPage County Fair-
grounds, County Farm Road and
Manchester. 9:30-3

Oct. 16 & 17, 2010

Monticello, IL - Steam again for special
weekend runs. Special fares apply and
normal trainstimeswill be used. Thisis
probably the last trips for the year.

Oct. 17, 2010

St. Charles, IL - The19th Annual Chicago
RailroadianaShow and Sale. KaneCounty
Fairgrounds, 525 S. Randall Rd. 10-3.

October 22nd to 24, 29th
& 30th

Monticello, IL Ghost Trains.
December 5, 2010

Danville, IL - Annual Chapter dinner at
Jocko'sPizzaDepot- 1:00 PM

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
October 17at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

We enter our season of operating ses-
sions at the museum in Rossville. The
schedule is listed on this page for all
interestedinmodel railroad operation. As
usual they will occur onthefirst Saturday
of eachmonthwiththeexceptionbeingin
January. Thanksto Mark Z. wehavealot
of motive power but bring your DCC
equipped locomotive to run if you wish.
Oneof thememberswill getit setuptorun
on the layout. Bob Gallippi has a new
branch line segment along the east and
north walls of the baggage room. Thisis
the "Grape Creek Branch" and serves 5
new industries. Thiswill add anotherlocal
to operation so we need operatorsat each
session. The November session will be
thefirsttimethebranchisrunand Bobwill
befirst out with the Grape Creek local.

For our programthismonth Al McCoy will
have a 18 minute slide show of the
Monticello steam dedication. Noteinthe
schedule of events that steam will again
berunning theweekend of themesting. In
November Rick will present photosof the
recent trip to Nebraska and Wyoming.
The story of thetripisin thisissue.

Operating
Sessions

Once again the time is approaching
for operatingthemuseumlayout. This
year thefirst session will start on the
first Saturday in November. Sessions
will start around 1:00 PM so arrival

time should be by 12:30 PM. The
schedulefor the seasonisasfollows:

Saturday, November 6,2010
Saturday, December 4,2010
Saturday, January 8, 2011
Saturday, February 5, 2011
Saturday, March5,2011

As last year, operating sessions on
the D&W will not be scheduled in
advance. Email noticewill besent out
about two weeks before a planned
session. With planned scenery work
the first session may not occur until
late thisyear.

UP Seam pullsthe
Ringling Train

TheUPRailroad' s Challenger” No. 3985,
theworld’ slargest operating steam loco-
motive, will beona6-state, 2,200-miletour
from Cheyenne, Wyo.,to Gorham, I11., to
celebraterailroad heritage. Tokick-off the
tour, Challengerwill pull theRingling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey® Circustrain be-
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tween Speer, Wyo., and Denver, Colo.

“We are proud No. 3985 will pull the
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey®
Circustrain on Sept. 28. History will be
madethat day whenNo. 3985will pull a65-
car train that is more than 6,000 tons and
nearly 6,100feet|ong, themost for asteam
locomotiveinthe2lst century,” said Dick
Hartman, UP sdirector of publicaffairsfor
Colorado and Wyoming.

“RinglingBros.andBarnum& Baileyis
excitedto bepart of thisrailroad heritage
celebration; we' vebeenridingtherail sfor
thelast 175 years, so Ringling. Bros. isa
part of rail history,” said K eith Anderson,
trainmaster of theRingling Bros. BlueUnit
train.“No.3985will pull amile-longtrain,

stocked full of international performers,
animalsandall of thegear weneedfor The
Greatest Show On Earth,” he added.

No. 3985isontheMissouri River Eagle
tour to help Sedalia, Mo., celebrate the
community’s Sesquicentennial on
Sunday, October 10. “ Sedaliahas such a
richrailroad heritagethat itisonly fitting
that the world’ s largest operating steam
locomotive help in celebrating their ses-
quicentennial,” said Ben Jones, UP' s di-

rector of public affairsfor Mis-
souri and Kansas.




During thistour, the 67-year-old loco-
motivewill beondisplay in: KansasCity,
MO, Oct. 3and Oct. 11;

Jefferson City, MO, Oct. 5; and St. Louis,
Mo, Oct. 8.

The Challenger will make overnight
stopsin: Denver, Colo., Sept. 28; Cheyenne,
WY ., Sept. 29; NorthPlatte, NE, Sept. 30
andOct. 13; Marysville, KS, Oct. Land Oct
12; St. Louis, MO, Oct.6 and Oct. 7; and
Sedalia, MO, Oct. 9.

UP's Challenger, No. 3985, an articu-
latedlocomotivewitha“hinged” frameto
alow it to negotiate curves, is 122 feet
long. It weighs more than one million
pounds, has 6-foot diameter drivewheels
and can reach atop speed of 70 miles per
hour. No. 3985 was built in 1943 for fast
freight serviceandwasretiredin 1959. In
1981, itwasrestored to running condition
by UP employee volunteers for special
service. Thisisthefirsttripfor thelocomo-
tive after undergoing maintenance work
during thelast 2 years. The Challenger is
based in Cheyenne, WY .

A Global Positioning Satellite (GPS)
transmitter wasinstalled on oneof therail
carsthatwill travel withNo. 3985. TheGPS
system hasbeenintegrated withamap on
UP swebsite. Enter theword “ Steam” in
the search box on the homepage for a
shortcut to the map.

Website visitors will be able to access
routemapswithvaryingamountsof detail.
TheGPSsystemwill updatethemapevery
5minutesshowing #3985’ slocation. GPS
updates are also available at http://
twitter.com/UP_Steam. (UP release ap-
peared on the Web site http://
www.webwire.com/ Sept. 16,2010.)

Via Brass Switchkey railnews, #44, Sep
23, 2010

Editor: Though this newsislate |
thought you would like to see what the
UP does to promote steam and
railroading in general. Hopefully some
of you made the trip to . Louisto
catch #3985 in action.

The President’s Corner

Railroad radio has always been a“ sub hobby” of mine. When | wasfirst getting
aninterestintrainsinthelate 1970’ s, | waspoor likemany kids. Scanners, al crystal
models back then, were big-ticket itemsthat | just couldn’t afford.

Butoneday | wasinthedrugstoreat theVillageMall. Can’t even remember what
itwascalledinthosedays. It wasjust to the north of wherethe current Garfield's
restaurant islocated. A drugstore then had apretty good sel ection of electronics,
and even had some short wave portable AM-FM radios. One day | spotted one
that tuned the policeband, and further investigation showed that it tuned from 144
to174MHz. Thisincludedtherailroad band! | think it might havecost all of 20bucks,
which was abig deal to me then.

So | saved my penniesand finally had enough cash to buy one. It took awhileto
get proficient withthetuningknob, but eventually had knew exactly whereposition
theindicator. Someof thefirst conversations| heard were between Gene Proctor
on the Watseka Switcher and Bernice Schramm, the day operator at North Y ard.
It was truly amazing to me that | could eavesdrop on those conversations, but
eventually it became old hat.

After| startedhangingout at North Y ardin 1978, | could seethat theprimitivetuner
inthat old radio was not picking up nearly as much asthe Motorola desktop. By
then| alsoknew Rick, and hehad an early scanner, probably crystal at first but then
thevenerable Bearcat 210. Thething | didn’t like about thoseisthat if the backup
battery went dead, you lost all your frequencies. For that reason, my first
synthesi zed scanner wasaBearcat 101, arectangular box with 16 LED’ sonthefront
andalever below each one. Theseleversserved aschannel lockoutsunder normal
operation. But using two other switches, these levers served as binary program-
minginputs. Y ouwouldlook up thedesired frequency inabook, match the on-of f
state of each switch with thetable for it, then press a button to program it into a
channel slot. By using anon-volatile memory chip, this design did not require a
battery to back up the data.

And oh, how thingshave progressed sincethen. Can you even buy ascanner these
days with less than 100 channels? My interest in the last two decades has
gravitated to commercial and amateur transceivers, since those are one-band
radiosand do abetter job than amodernwide-band scanner that coversabig chunk
of the el ectromagnetic spectrum between DC and light. But as1’ vewritteninthis
column before, some big changesto railroad radio are coming. Stay tuned!

Topictwo: Heavy loads. Something recently reminded meof theheavy loadscars
that N& W/NSandL & N/SBD/CSX usedtointerchangeat North Y ard. They were
typically reactor vessels for ships and submarines, produced by Babcox and
Wilcox in Ohio or some point further east. They would comein onan NS special,
get set onthetransfer track, and then CSX (or apredecessor) would takeit south.
But theinteresting thing to meisthat there was always a caboose with the car for
therider that accompanied theload. It was usually the same man, and after atime
theoperatorsat North Y ard got to know him. They would alwayscall acabtotake
himtoamotel for thenight. Hewasan ol der gentleman, semi-retired, that cameback
asneeded to ride with these loads and make sure that his company’ sinterest was
protected along theway. He carried a“ grip” just like the railroad men and could
liveout of it for several days. | wonder if theseloadssstill get shipped, and do they
still move on therailroads?

Doug




lllinois allocates $79
million for major
rail projectsin
Galesburg

Lastweek (9/18), IllincisGov. Pat Quinn
announcedthestatewill provide$79 mil-
lion for projects designed to reduce rail
androadway congestionintheGalesburg
area.

To begin next year, a grade separation
project calls for building one underpass
and two bridges, and closing eight grade
crossingsin Galesburg. The $34 million
project will create 440 jobs and support
Galesburg’ s quiet zone initiative, which
aimsto decreasean estimated 3,400times
daily that trains sound their hornsin the
area, said Quinnin aprepared statement.

Inaddition, a$45 millionrail congestion
mitigationproject datedfor 2011involves
theconstructionand extension of aBNSF
Railway Co. mainlineandtwonew staging
trackstoseparatefreightand Amtrak train
treffic.

Galesburg is a major regional rail hub
where seven mgjor rail lines converge,
providing direct rail links to southern
[1linoisand Chicago, aswell asthePacific
Northwest, Californiaand Texas.

Via Progressive Railroading 9-22

New CSXT terminal
in Ohio to bypass

Chicago

A key component of CSX
Transportation's northern tier strategy
will comeintoplay inearly 2011 withthe
openingof theNorthwest Ohio I ntermodal
Terminal, The Journal of Commerce re-
ports. The $175-million intermodal hub
near North Baltimore, Ohio, will reduce
transit times by at least aday asit routes
contai nerized cargofromWest Coast ports
around Chicago to the many distribution
facilitieslocatedintheOhioValley.

“Thisisreally agamechangerforus,” Bill
Clement, vice president of intermodal at
CSXT, told the Los Angeles Transporta-
tion Club.

Chicagoisthelargest rail complex inthe
nation where much of the interlining be-
tween eastern and westernrailroadstakes
place. However, the rail yards are scat-
tered throughout the metropolitan area,
and transferring containers from onerail
carrier to another ofteninvolvestrucking
the boxes through the congested city. As
aresult, what should be a 12-hour transit
through the Chicago area can easily turn
into a24to 48-hour trip, Clement said.

With the opening of the Northwest Ohio
hub, CSX T will by-passthecity withall of
its“beyond Chicago” freight, improving
both reliability and transit times.

Onceat thehub, large electric cranesthat
arefour timesaswideandtwiceashighas
the typical cranes found at seaports will
liftthecontainers, further streamliningthe
transcontinental move. Also, the new
cranes will reduce nitrogen oxide emis-
sions by 80 percent compared to diesel
cranes, Clement said.

TheOhioterminal ispart of alarger CSXT
intermodal network known astheNational
Gateway Project that will offer unob-
structed passage for double-stack trains
fromtheVirginiaportstotheOhioValley
andonto Chicago. TheNational Gateway
is being planned to coincide with the
widening of the PanamaCanal. Whenthe
canal iswidenedin 2014, large container
vesselsof upto 12,000-TEU capacity will
be able to transit the facility with Asian
cargo destined to East Coast portson all-
water services.

CSXT supports seaports on both coasts,
Clement said, and the Northwest Ohio
facility will expeditetheflow of container-
ized cargoto and from Atlanticaswell as
Pacific Coast gateways.

About 60 to 65 percent of CSXT's
intermodal freight moves on its northern
tier. CSXT's southern tier strategy calls
for constructing anintermodal hubinthe
Southeast although the site has not yet
been chosen.

So far, 2010 has been a good year for

3

intermodal, but CSXT is looking to the
longer term as intermodal is expected to
capture a larger share of both domestic
and intermodal freight. Over-the-road
truckingischallenged dueto shortagesof
truck capacity anddrivers, risingfuel costs
and environmental concerns, and these
devel opments shouldincrease the attrac-
tiveness of intermodal, Clement said

|DOT Commissions
Environmental
Sudy for HSR

Chicagoto &. L ouis

The Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion has selected Hanson Professional
Services of Springfield to evaluate envi-
ronmental conseguences of building a
newrail linebetweenSt. LouisandChicago
for high-speed passenger trains, the Sate
Journal-Register reports. Hanson will
work with the Parsons Transportation
Group, a branch of the construction and
engineering firm of Parsons Corp., head-
quartered in Pasadena, Calif.

Thefirmswill prepare an environmental
impact statement on the new track pro-
posal, which carries an estimated cost of
morethan$1hbillion. JoshKauffman, IDOT
spokesman, said the study is expected to
becompleteinthefall of 2012. Therewill
be public hearings on the study and op-
portunities for both citizens and public
officialsto providewritten comments, he
said.

Thestatelast year unsuccessfully sought
federal stimulusmoney tobuildthetrack,
which would have gone alongside exist-
ingUnionPecifictracks. TheFedera Rail-
road Administration, however, agreed to
pay for half of the $2.5 million study to
evaluate the parallel track proposal. The
balance is coming from the state.

The federa government has approved
morethan$1.1billioninimprovementsto
the existing track to accommodate high-
speed rail, but the bulk of the money



hasn't been released.

Inlllinoisand el sewhere, freightrail com-
panies that own rail corridors have ob-
jected to proposalsthat could require the
companies to pay financial penalties if
passenger trainsdon’t run ontime. With-
out approval from the railroads, high-
speed passenger rail projects on freight
lines cannot go forward.

According to grant applications IDOT
submittedtotheFederal Railroad Admin-
istration last year, congestion could bein
the works on the St. Louis-to-Chicago
line. TheUnionPacificisbuildingafreight
depotin Joliet that isexpected to substan-
tially increasefreight traffic ontheline.

A paralléel track would more than double
thecorridor’ scapacity for trainsand ease
crowding problems.

In Springfield, city leaders object to put-
ting moretrains on Union Pacific’ strack
through downtown and the medical dis-
trict. Hanson is aready working on an
environmental impact statement that will
assessthe pros and cons of consolidating
rail trafficonthethreerail corridorsthrough
the city. IDOT is paying for that study.
Kauffman said the study of the new track
doesn’t necessarily mean that anew line
wouldbebuiltalongexistingUnionPacific
track through Springfield

Railway Age 9-27

Editor: URS (the company | work for)
has been selected by IDOT to provide
engineering services to design the
revisions to some 250 grade crossings
between Dwight and Godfry, Illinois.
The Union Pacific isin the process of
upgrading the track by extending
sidings, adding double track,
replacing ties and rail and moving
most of the second track out to 20-foot
centers. All grade crossings will be
equipped with quad-gates and thus all
crossings, including any private
crossings; will be reconstructed for the
new warning devices. Survey and
design work will begin immediately
and construction is expected to start
on the Pontiac to Dwight segment in
the spring of 2011 with all work
completed by 2012 when train speeds
increase to 110 mph.

Amtrak tofund
Union Sation
Rehabilitation

Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn Monday an-
nounced Amtrak’s Union Station in
Chicagowill undergo$40millioninreno-
vations, fundedfrom Amtrak’ scapita bud-
get. Improvementswill includeair-condi-
tioning for public areas, setto bein place
by next summer, and more restrooms at
track level. Seatingin Amtrak’ sboarding
loungesat the station will be expanded to
950 seats, amost doubling the existing

capacity.

Amtrak ridership at thestation hasgrown

more than 40% in the past 12 years, ac-

cording to Amtrak.
Metra also uses
Union Station for
many of itstrains.

AMTRAK
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“Thisprojectisgoingto
be part of the revival of passenger rail,”
said Tom Carper, chairman of the Amtrak
Board of Directors.

Once the current round of renovation is
completedinlate2012, redevel opment of
Union Station’ s headhouse building will
be set inmotion, with an eyetoward add-
ing retail businesses, similar to develop-
ment at other major Amtrak stationssuch
as 30" Street Station in Philadel phiaand
Washington, D.C."s Union Station.

“Thisis a very important investment to
makesure[ Chicago] Union Stationis21st
century-ready,” Gov. Quinnsaidduringa
news conference at the station.

The Midwest High Speed Rail Associa-
tion hailed the announcement. “MHSRA
has been advocating for a similar set of
improvements for several years,” asso-
ciation Executive Director Rick Harnish
told Railway Age. “We applaud Amtrak

Midwest High Speed Rail Association

Teanaforming the Midwes! by Tronsfonming lravel

for taking these steps to improve this
critical component of the nation’ s trans-
portation network.”

Nebraska and
Wyomingtrip

On September 15WaltBasdlt, BruceBird,
Steve Hankel and | headed to west with
our maindestinationthePonderosaRanch
in Crawford, Nebraska. After picking up
Bruceat hishomein Mt. Zion we headed
toward Missouri on I-72. Our first trains
were2NStrainsat Hannibal. TwoUPunits
headed the eastbound and the westbound
that waited in the siding on the Illinois
side, had atrailing UP unit. Wefound out
|ater thiswasmoreyellow than maybewe
wanted.

Our routefollowedtheBNSFK ansasCity
lineand asusua thereislittletraffic and
nothingwasspotted. At New Cambriawe
detoured over toHart, abumpintheroad
on the former ATSF and near the offices
of White River Production. | had found a
nice spot there a couple of years back
where an old steel/timber bridge over-
looks the curves. We waited about 30
minutesand caught an EB withbaretables.
We continued west and at St. Joseph
headed north on 1-29 and then over to
Forest City on the Lincoln to KC line of
BNSF. Wefollowedthelinenorth, catch-
ing onetrain and then turned west across
theMissouri RivertoFallsCity. Hereisthe
shops of Herzog with a switcher #1212
outside and a UP yard had two HLCX
units. We followed the line north and
northwest to Lincoln catching one grain
train with KCS power, one merchandise
train and acoal train latein the afternoon
setting sun at St. Mary’s. Our first night
would be spent at Lincoln.

The next morning we headed to Grand
IdandtofollowtheBNSFlineonNebraska
Route 2. We stopped at Aurora and did
catch one eastbound coal train. North of
Grand Island we found westbound coal
trains parked and one with the crossing
split. At Ravenna we just missed an EB
leaving. A few milesout of RavennaRoute
2 comesup aong therailroad. Thisarea,
al the way to Alliance, is the Nebraska
Sand Hills. For themost part theroad and
raillroadareinthevalley alongtheMiddle
LoopRiver oraongareasof inlandlakes.
The only trees are along these areas and
the rest is scrub brush and grazing land.



Along theway you seealot of windmills
for filling the cattle troughs. The BNSF
lineismostly bi-directional doubletrack
and some 10 eastbound trains were pho-
tographed with only one westbound we
finally caught up with before reaching
Alliance. East of AlliancetheM of W had
arail gang out and thus trains had been

heldfor sometime. Wemadeashort stop

inAlliancefor gasandthen atrip around

theyardsfound A merican El ectric Power

GE 1101 sitting outsidethe ProgressRail

shops. The eastbound and southbound

yards were about ¥z full of coa trains,

either empty or loaded.

Weheaded ontoward Crawford, againon
Route 2. Here the road is away from the
railroadinthelast half of thetripbutwedid
catch someeastboundswhileparallel and
then south of Mardand caught an east-
bound on the horseshoe curve about %
mile off Route 2. Y ou can see trains for
miles out here and we watched this coa
train slow down on the curve asthe head
end worked its way back up the grades.
We checked out the overpassat Belmont,
thetop of thegradeat Crawford Hill, and
caught one train coming up the hill with
hel persand asecond starting downgrade.
We wanted to reach Ponderosa Ranch
around 6 PM and caught twotrainsat Saw
Log Road on our way to the Ranch.

If youget“Railroadslllustrated” youread
the article this year about Ponderosa
Ranch. The 3,500 acreranchisowned by
the parents of Kim Lund and with her

Black Thunder mineisthelargest strip minein theworld and
can load 3 trains at onetime. Onetrain isloading, another is
entering the silo and 2 trains were waiting to enter.

husband, Jeff, they have created a loca
tionfor railfans. After readingthearticlel
suggested to our group that weplan astay
and made reservations for the day of our
trip. TheLund' shomeislocated about 1.5
milesfromtherail crossingongravel roads
that stirupalot of dust. Wearrived at their

Steve and Bruce photograph a EB
climbingthehill toward Breezy Point

home, werewel comed by botha ongwith
their kids, and got al of the paperwork
(paymentandwaiver) completedandwere
shown the one-room cabin that sits be-
hindtheir loghome. Thisistruly outinthe
middleof nowhere. For thelast 5yearsthe
Lund’s have been hosts to railfans and
horseback riders. Her parentslive in the
“big house” about a mile away and they
host hunters. Kim preparesagreat break-
fast each morning in their homeand they
are most accommodating hosts. After
getting our gear inweheadedto Crawford,
some6 milesaway
for dinner. The
town of some3,000
had all restaurants
closed and dinner
was finaly pizza
and anything else
wecould gather at
the local gas sta
tion that closed %2
hour later. Somuch
for anicedinner.

The next day
dawned cool but
clear. Stepping
our on the porch
as it got light all
you could hear
were the turkeys

Owtbound train Black Thunder mine loadout, WY 8-18.10

through out the woods. Even a flock of
some 15 wondered by the cabin. Our first
stop was the lower horseshoe along Saw
Log Road. We caught 3 trainshereaong
with helpers coming downhill. We then
decided it was time to head to the upper
horseshoe and the Ponderosa suggests
that you have 4-
whee! highcentered
vehicletoreachthe
track on the road.
Having only a van
we entered one of
the fenced areas,
looked downthehill
and decided to park
and walk - no way
thevan could make
itovertheruts.Kim
had suggested
walkingafenceline
to top of one of the
cuts and we took
that route. Follow-
ing thefenceand animal path for about %2
milewecameuponthepoint Brucenamed
“PonderosaPoint”. Thisgiveyou aspec-
tacular view of the upper horseshoe, the
point at Breezy Point and you can see
Crawford and helpers being added some
7 miles away (with telephoto of course).
We spent some 4 hours here, getting coal
trainafter coal trainandthenwalked back
tothevan. Duetotheterrain Walt decided
to stay at thevan whilethe 3 of usheaded
down theroad about ¥ mileto the cross-
ing. Good thing he did, thewalk back up
thehill, some 300 feet of vertical change,
was taxing for me (us older guys had
trouble). Down at track side we caught
several trainsincluding two merchandise
(very few runthisroute) of whichonehad
Boeingairplanebodiesheadingto Seattle.
Our beautiful day ended at Belmont and
then at Crawford where we caught the
Nebraska Northwestern #303, waiting to
deliver tank cars to BNSF, and finally
hel pers being added to push trains up the
hill. Dinner thistime wasin arestaurant
that had just opened that day. Better than
pizzaat agas station by far.

Thenext morning wewereto headto coal
fields. Itwasalight drizzleand 38 degrees
- what a change. Our trip was along the
abandon C&NW Cowboy line to where
the UP double track came up and then
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Eastbound UP at Wyoming, Wyoming

went west to the coalfields. We caught 2
eastbound trainsand spotted alot of M of
W crewsout at the control points. At Flat
Top Road bridge we caught an empty
headed to Bill. No change in weather ex-
cept the rain had quit. Bill had severa
trainsready toleaveandtheex-lowalnter-
state #408, now Progress Rail, wasat the
south end of south yard with a couple of
bad order cars to take to the shop. We
spent about 3-4 hours at various loca-
tions, Stekley Road, Reno Jet, theAntalope
Mine Road, Converse Junction and the
bridgenorthof Bill. Thislineisall 3and4
tracks, bi-directional CTC and by early
afternoon the sun finally came out for
some great photos. If you have never
beentothisareaof Wyomingthereareno
trees, just brush, and you can see for
miles. We had a motel in Cheyenne that
evening and by late afternoon headed
south. South of Douglas the BNSF line
parallelsthe interstate and we spotted 3-
4trains, al turning and heading southeast
toward the Scottsbluff area. Withnoexits
we missed some good locations - maybe
nexttime.

The following morning we headed west
toward Laramie. Catching an EB stack
train at the Borie cutoff we headed to the
west end of the Hermosa Tunnel. The
tunnels are not accessible but we did
catch three trainsin about a half an hour
at the location where the 3rd main to
Laramiesplitsoff. Onceagain, thisareais
all gravel roadsthroughranchesandat 30
mphtakestimetoget tothelocations. We
stopped at Laramie, caught aWB off the
pedestrian bridge and then headed on
west. Two trainswere caught at the over-
head bridge at MP 634.84 and at Hanna.
We got as far as Sinclair, home of the
Sinclair Refinery andturned back. A great

spot was just east of
Rock River as we
could see the trains
working around the
curve and up the
grade for about 2
miles. Our last shot
onthemainlinewasat
Wyoming, Wyoming,
a place of just foun-
dations remaining of
what wasasettlement.
That evening, after
catching an outbound stack train, we had
dinner at the former UP station, now a
microbrewery. Great foodandwithatable
inside at trackside we watched trains ar-
rive, crews change and depart. Walt got
shots of the last C& NW GE in original
number.

Monday morning we headed east along
the UP. Most of the movements were
westbound trainsand with the sun behind
them difficult to shoot at first. We found
the Kellogg High Plains Coop #7516 at
Kdlogg, theFarmElevator Coop#7558 at
Chappell andM JRX #1021 at Gothenburg.
In Julesboro the depot still standsand is
asmall museumasmall steam engineand
cars parked outside. We had planned to
divertandfollowtheUPlinetoMarysville,
K Sbhut timewasgetting thebest of us(too
many trains) and we changed plans to
head to Lincoln.

Tuesday was not the “train” day we had
on previous days. Our first stop was at
PacificJunction, IA (shotaWB BNSFon
thebridgecrossing from Plattsmouth over
theMissouri River) and aparked EB coal
train. Heading east we saw severa trains
but sincetheroad doesnot follow picking
them up ahead of time was difficult. We
turned down one side road and at the
overhead bridgefound aWB sitting about
Yamiletotheeast onthesouthtrack. They
called thedispatcher andtold himthat the
second unit had one whedl froze up and
had been sliding. We knew thiswasto be
sometime beforethey moved and no one
seemedtoknow how tosolvetheproblem.
At the next town there was another WB
behind them. As we got out to photo-
graph the power another WB passed on
the adjacent track. BNSF had arail gang
out and we found several WB and EB
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trains parked, thus a bad day on therail-
roadforrailfans. Wecrossedintolllinois,
still notrainsand stopped at Gal esburgon
the overhead bridge for someyard shots.

Allinall wehad agreat time, got tired of
seeing yellow and orange/green and now
to get time to catalogue the shots for
presentations.

Rick

CREATE partners
seek $85.2 million
TIGER I grant

Last month, the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) submitted an ap-
plicationtotheU.S. Department of Trans-
portation for an $85.2 million TIGER |1
grant on behalf of the Chicago Region
Environmental and Transportation
Efficiency (CREATE) program’ spartners.

The application seeks funds for three
projects, which were previously submit-
tedinIDOT sapplicationfor aTranspor-
tation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery, or TIGER I, grant:
*a$74.6millionproject (No.B9/EW1)in
Bedford Park, Chicago and Summit that
involvesthe construction of doubletrack
and crossovers between a Belt Railway
Co. of Chicago and Indiana Harbor Belt
Railroad/CSX Trangportationline, andtwo
new seven-mile main tracks around the
south side of the Clearing Yard;
*a$25millionproject (No. WA2)thatcalls
for installing a bi-directional computer-
izedtrafficcontrol systemonaCSXT line
along the Western Avenue Corridor in
Chicago, aswell asthe reconstruction of
two bridges and upgrade of 10 hand-
thrown switches to power switches; and
* 2 $6.9 million project (No. WA3) that
involves the installation of connection
tracks from CSXT to Norfolk Southern
Railway betweentwoNStrackstoaBNSF
Railway Co. leadtrack in Chicago.

Federal funding for the projectswould be
obligated by September 2012. The
CREATE program previously was



awardeda$100million TIGER grant.

About 25 percent of thenation’ srail traffic
travels through the Chicago region and
the CREATE program aims to alleviate
major bottlenecks along the region's
freight- and passenger-rail corridors. The
public/private partnership program in-
cludes more than 46 rail and 25 grade
separation projects that call for restruc-
turing, modernizing and expanding
Chicago’ srail network.

CREATE partners include Amtrak, the
Association of American Railroads, Belt
Railway, BNSF, CSXT, CN, Canadian
Pacific, IndianaHarbor Belt, Metra, NS,
Union Pacific Railroad, IDOT and the
ChicagoDOQT.
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Editor: The Administration has
received 1,100 requests for grants that
far exceed the money available. For
TIGER 1 there were 1000 applications
and 51 selected. Had the stimulus
package had more money for
construction projects than for the pet
projects congressmen wanted mor e of
these would have gone forward and
mor e jobs would have been created.
The Dolton Track and Sgnal project
that | am managing is still not funded
and thus our design part is on hold.
The environmental part continues with
the first public hearing scheduled for
January. The intersection of 138th
Street and Indiana Avenue will be
reconstructed as a separate project in
2011 with the NS track being moved
over to the position of future track #3.
Our firmwill be involved in the EW1
part of the above project as we were
selected by BRC to manage all of their
CREATE projects.

Meeting Minutes
9/19/10

Themeetingwascalledtoorder at 1403by
President Doug Nipper.

The minutes from the previous meeting
were read and approved.

Thetreasurer'sreport listed $1118.32in
the checking account and $3447.07 in a
CD. It wasapproved.

Old business:

Thememorial plaguehasbeencompleted
and installed at the depot.

The column caps were repaired at the
Rossville depot.

The sign for display at shows has been
improved.

New business:

Therewasdiscussion about alocal youth
at the depot.

There was discussion about a fall trip.
Allen Cooke Dick Brazda will work up
something and put it inthe October news-
|etter.

C&El HS meeting
April 16, 2011

Danville, 1L
10AM to 9 PM

Dues Satementsto
come soon

The NRHS s in the pro-
cess of sending out 2011
dues statements to mem-
bers. They should arrive
this month. Please send
payment back as soon as
possible and we do
appreciate any donation
you may wish to make.

After spending agreat day on Crawford Hill and having awonderful visit with Kim
and Jeff Lund, and their kids, Bruce, Walt, Steve and Rick head out to the coal
fields of Wyoming - one last stop on the ranch for a group shot. Photo by Bruce
Bird'scamera




