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ComingEvents

Sept 20, 2009

Danville, L -Monthly Chapter Mesting
at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, 1: 00PM

Sept 13, 2009

Wheaton - Great Midwest Train, Toy &
Hobby Show. DuPage County Frgds.
County Farm Road and Manchester. 9:30-
3%7

Sept 19-20, 2009

Decatur - Decatur TrainFair 2009. Decatur
CivicCenter - Decatur Mt. Zion & South-
ern Model Railroad Club. Also, some
historical societieswill havedisplaysthis
year. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4withadmissionof
.

Sept 19-20, 2009

Monticello - Railroad Days at the
MonticelloRailway Museum. Monticello
Railway Museum - Trainsdepart themu-
seum between 11:00amand 4:00 pmboth
days. TheNSF unitsmay bethereaswell
asanoperating steamlocomotivethat will
visit the museum.

Sept 26 & 27, 2009

Indianapolis- Great Train Expo- Indiana
StateFairgrounds, 10-4 (EDT), $7

Oct 17-18, 2009

Springfield- TheGreat TrainExpo. lllinois
StateFairgrounds, 801 E. Sangamon Ave.
10- 4. A national, traveling show that
caters to the model railroad enthusiast.

Oct 18, 2009

St. Charles, 1ll. - 18th Annua Chicago
Railroadiana Show and Sale. Railroad
Memorabilia/lSwap Meet. Kane County
Fairgrounds, 525 S. Randall Rd. 10-3:00.

Oct 23-25, 2009

Monticello- Ghost TrainattheMonticello
Railway Museum. ExcursionsMuseum
Event. Monticello Railway Museum, 992
IronHorsePlace. Fri & Sat 7-9; Sun 1-8.

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
September 20at Jocko'sDepot Restau-
rant, Williamsand Gilbert Street, begin-
ningat 1:00PM.

Hardtobelievethat summerisover andwe
areback toour fall schedule. Themuseum
isclosed for the season and we had afair
year. With the ecomony down and now
gas prices down, attendance did not
change much from last year. Rossville
celebratedits 150th birthday thissummer
and we did open the musuem on aFriday
and Saturday toaccomodatethoseintown
for the event. We had a big crowd on
Saturday and good attendance on Sun-
day. Bob was kept busy mowing this
summer asit never quit raining. In refer-
encetothemodel railroad, notethat oper-
ating sessionswill start on the fir st Sat-
urdayinOctober. Thiswill beDCCopera
tions again and we are looking at chang-
ing some of the way we operate. There
may be additional localsworking and we
may also start using car cards again.

Thedatesfor our fall meetingshave been
firmed up with Jocko's and the Annual
Dinner will beheldon Sunday, December
6, beginning at 1:00 PM. Besureto put it
on your calendar now. This months pro-
gramwill bepresented by Rick. Itwill bea
digital program of avery recent rail trip
withWaltand BrucetolowaandNebraska,
actually arriving back on 17th. Only with
digital can you get some 100+ photos
ready to show the same day.

Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes of May meeting

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1338.

The secretary's report was approved .
TheTreasurer’ sreport showed $891.20in
the checking account and $4735.56 in a
CD.

Old Business

Thefirst day for themuseumwill beMay
23. A cleanupwill beheldthat morningto
prepare the museum.

New Business

TheRossvillesesqui-centennial will bein
August. We may want to open the
museum early on that day.

The meeting was adjourned at 1351.

Rossville Operating
Sessions

TheC| & E RR will operate on thefirst
Saturday of each month, unless noted
change below, starting in October and
beginning around 1:00 PM.

Saturday, October 3

Saturday, November 7
Saturday, December 5

Saturday, January 9, 2010- notethisisthe
second Saturday dueto New Y ears Day

Saturday, February 6, 2010
Saturday, March 6, 2010
Saturday, April 3,2010

Sessions on the Danville and Western
are not set yet. Because of changesin
schedulethisyear and next | will notify
member sviaEmail of planned sessions.
Dateswill not bepublished. Ifyouhavenot
beenonmy previousEmail list contact me
to get on the notification list at
rickschrol@gmail.com.



The President’s Corner

Wow, another museum season gone. It wasan averageyear, visitor-wise, with the exception of Rossville€' s Sesqui centennial
weekend. Staffing was more than adequate.

Now back intotheroutineof meetingsand eventual ly operating sessions. Thiswill bemy last year asPresident, and hopefully
we can “rotate the positions’” and get some new blood in the leadership of the club. Talk to me soon if you want to run for
an office. You'll most likely be unopposed!

Railroading has been evolving in this recession. Trains are fewer on most lines, and management is waiting to see what
Congress does about re-regulation. One other way that the government is messing with railroadsis the mandate the switch
to“ narrow band” radiosby 2013. TheAARisimposinga2011 deadlineonenginesthat interchangeor arerun-throughs, which
coversmost of thefleet of all carriers.

Thiswill alsoaffectyour scanner listening. They areineffect doubling thenumber of channel sinthesameamount of spectrum,
which meansthat most consumer scanners being made today won’t properly tuneto the new scheme. But becausethey are
retaining the anal og scheme (digital won’t be mandated until 2028), most scannerswill tune something. You'll just haveto
crank up the volume.

What’ shizarre about therailroad take on thisishow they will number the new channels. For instance, CSX Road inthisarea
isonchannel 84, or 161.370MHz. Thenext channel upis85, on 161.385. Thenew channel that will besplicedinbetweenthose
will be184 at 161.3775. Andtechnically, you should write84 and 85as161.3700 and 161.3850, respectively. Confused yet?

| used to have a pretty good handle on railroad frequencies. Tell me aroad and | could rattle off the road and dispatcher
frequenciesat thevery least. But even beforethis narrow-banding takesplace, I’ velost track with all the mega-mergersand
theway alot of major carriers have split up their divisions. On therecent trip | took to the Galesburg areawith Rick, it was
strikingto seethesignsat thedivision pointstherethat tell thetrain crewswhat channel to switchto asthey enter that division.
Even railroad employees can't keep track of all the channelsthey use!

| just hopewearen’t going backwardswiththischange. I’ ve heard from some peoplewhowork for agenciesthat haveal ready
goneto the new schemethat the audio isnot as clear, and volume controls are alwaysturned up. And for thefirst timesince
railroads started using two-way radio, Motorolawill not be amajor player for locomotiveradios.

The other disturbing trend I'm seeing is with consumer-level scanning receivers. They are packing so many bands and
channelsintothecurrent breedthat it’ soverwhelmingtoall but themost technically inclined users. And pricesaremuch greater
than they used to befor the higher-end model s, which havethe narrow band capability. Hopefully, thiswill improveasmore
time passes.

Doug

Rail News

TheAssociation of American Railroadstestified at apublic hearing for comment on proposed new Federal Railroad Administration
rulesand regul ationsconcerning Positive Train Control (PTC) installation. Theproposedrules, whichstemfromlastyear’ spassage
of the Federal Railway Safety Improvement Act, require PTC onrail linesover whichregularly scheduled intercity and commuter
passenger trainsareoperated, and on Class 1 railroad mainlinesthat carry over 5million grosstonsannually and al so carry poison-
by-inhalation (PIH) traffic. AnAAR spokesman suggested that the proposed rules*“imposeafinancial burden aboveand beyond
what Congressintended, potentially adding hundreds of millions of dollarsin additional coststo therailroads asthey face using
private capital to pay for thefederal mandate.” ViaAAR & Progressive Railroading

The oversight board of the Chicago Transit Authority voted to extend three subway lines. The board voted to extended the Red
Lineapproximately 5.3 milesfromitsendat 95th Street to 130th Street; theOrangeL ineapproximately 2.3 milesfromMidway Station
toapoint on Cicero Avenue; andthe Y ellow Lineapproximately 1.6 milesfrom Skokie Stationto Old Orchard Road. ViaChicago
Tribune



How NS keeps
stored power ready
toroll

Norfolk Southernistaking stepstoensure
that its stored locomotives are ready to
roll when needed.

“At the end of June, we had just over 600
locomotives stored, about 16% of our
fleet,” EV P and Chief Operating Officer
Mark D. Manion saidin asecond-quarter
earnings presentation Tuesday. “1n June
we started to reduce the number of loco-
motives stored from a high of 700 at the
end of May. Thisreduction represents, in
part, aneedfor morelocomotivestohandle
an increase in cod trains from May to
June, but more important, to support a
new effort to cycle our stored locomo-
tives.”

NORFOLK
SOUTHERN

NS

“In the past when storing locomotives it
has been for periods of time less than a
year,” Manion noted. “With the uncer-
tainty of theeconomy, wearetaking addi-
tional preventativemai ntenanceactionto
ensurethat all of our stored power remains
ingoodworking order. So, when demand
justifiestheir returnto service, wecan do
so smoothly and with minimal delay.”

Manion also said that at the end of June
NS had 35,000 freight cars stored. “This
includesabout 28,000 carsowned or | eased
by Norfolk Southern aswell ascarsfrom
Norfolk Southern’'s allocation of stored
national poolsmanaged by TTX for auto-
motive and intermodal, as well as TTX
flats and some boxcar equipment. It also
includesabout 900 cars stored under car-
hirearrangementswithvariousshort lines.”

Whenfull demandfor thisequipment will
materializesis still uncertain. But in an-
other presentation, Norfolk SouthernEVP
and Chief Marketing Officer Donald W.
Seale said that that while“the duration of
the recession and the shape of the recov-
ery are still question marks... we are en-
couraged that the erosion of our traffic
volumes that we have seen in the past
eight or nine months seemsto have stabi-
lized. It does feel like we've reached a
bottom.”

Via Railway Age 7-30

Restored Great
Northern F45, #441,
to hit theroad

Great Northern F45441 will soonridethe
BNSFRailway fromAlbia, lowa, toEssex,
Montana. This locomotive has been re-
stored as luxury "L ocomotive Lodging"
and will beinstalled at the 1zaak Walton
Innontheborder of Glacier National Park.

Thelocomotiveinteriorisbeingconverted
toadeluxeliving accommodation featur-
ing a master suite, spacious living area
and fully equipped kitchen. It will be
decked out with antique oak hardwood
floorscomplimenting afireplace, provid-
ingarusticandinvitinginterior worthy of
Glacier Park.

The operators cab, including control
stand, seats and electrical cabinet, has
been restored to better than new condi-
tion. The cooling fans have been con-
verted to skylights with glass above the
fans. At theflick of a switch, the engine
access doors will open to a picture win-
dow view of theadjacent BNSF mainline.

Restoration work and rough interior con-
structionwasperformed by REL COL oco-
motives. They used original EMD paint
diagrams to apply the resplendent Great
Northern "Big Sky Blue" paint scheme.
Interior finishing will be completed after
installation at Essex, and it isexpected to
beready forlodginginthefall of 2009. For
more information including photos and
floor plan, or booking information, visit
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http://ww.izaakwal toninn.com/.

Y ou areinvited to watch and photograph
Great Northern441lasittravelsonBNSF.
It will be handled in the locomotive con-
sist and is expected to go by way of
Galesburg and Minneapolis. Asaways,
do not trespass on railroad property and
respect al private property. Therewill be
abundant photo opportunities from pub-
lic property. Please be courteous of other
photographers and the general public.
Safety first! If you see any problems or
anything suspicious, please alert the
proper authorities.

Editor: On Friday, August 21, Doug
Nipper and | headed to Galesburg,
then to Ft. Madison and up to
Burlington, IA watching trains. Doug
had received the above message and
wondered if there was a chance we
would see thisunit. We arrived in
Burlington in the afternoon and made
it to the yard along the river. No trains
of course but we did see two units
sitting in the yard among the freight
cars. There appeared to be a blue
"something" behind them. We ventured
along the east side of the yard by the
concrete plant and sure enough, there
was #441 sitting there looking like the
description above. The problem was
freight cars between us and the engine
and thus no photos as | would not go
onto BNSF property and cross freight
cars to get a photo. But it was neat and
we could see the skylights where the
fans used to be. | am sure there will be
plenty of photosin all of the magazines
next month.



Ontheleft Vermilion Valley 1726 and 8314 are at Central States Warehouse preparing to back west to setout the gons and pick
up tank cars setout by CSX. On the right the train, with tank carsin tow, lead the P& E caboose toward the Olin plant. Photos
by Doug Nipper - 8-15-09

New Business on the Vermilion Valley

By Doug Nipper

On Saturday | got aninvitetotakepicturesof theinaugural moveof |oadedtank carsby theVermilionValley Railroad (former P& E
line) to the old Olin plant near Covington wherethereisanewly constructed biodiesel facility. | met them alittle east of the state
lineand rodeinwith them to pick up the carsjust east of the Daisy Lane connection. Jim Montgerard told methat thesefirst three
carscontai nan out-of-spec batch of oil that they will re-processto start theoperation. Then, what will comeinlater will beunrefined
vegetableoil that they will refine. The product will also go back out onrail asit will be headed to the east coast for final processing
(mixing with some percentage of petroluem-based diesel). Noneishazardous at the stagethat V V RR will be handling it.

Thisisgreat for Vermilion Valley RR sinceit'sloads both ways. The cars cameinto Tilton on the NS and both the yardmaster at
Tiltonand the Brewer yardmastersdid some specia handling to havethe carsready on Saturday. Jim was expecting them Sunday,
but the goal was to have the cars spotted at Olin on Monday morning. | do not know how the cars will be routed outbound. Jim
works as the engineer on the moveswhile Conductor W.R. (Billy) Carlton handles the switch moves.

NS will spend $112 million on McCalla, Ala., terminal

Norfolk Southernsaid it will invest $112 million on anew cargo-loading terminal on 316 acresin McCalla, Ala., according to the
BirminghamNewsWebsite. Therailroad company said constructionwill start early next year and thefacility isset toopenin 2012.
The economic impact on Alabama could reach $4 billion by 2020, aNorfolk Southern spokesman told reporters at a press event.
Inthat sasmetimeperiod, therailroad company isexpected to add 600 jobs, whilethe project could generate asmany as8,000 spin-
off jobs.

Theintermodal facility will bebuilt onland adjacent toitsexistingrail lineinwhat iscurrently mostly farmland. The southwestern
edge of the site is adjacent to the McAdory Elementary School.

Thefacility will beserved by sixintermodal trainsaday, two morethan currently runontheNorfolk SoutherntracksthroughMcCalla.
It will havethreeloading tracks, 1,440 paved trailer/contai ner parking spaceswith acapacity to handle 165,000 truck trailersand
shipping containers per year.

Rudy Husband, spokesman for NS, said the company has either purchased or has options to purchase all of the land needed for
the project.

The site plan callsfor an access road to run along the railroad right-of-way to another piece of property the railroad has already
purchased behind the Sadler Ridge subdivision. That piece of property will givethe new facility accessto McAshan Drivefor the
hundreds of trucks that could end up visiting the facility daily ~ Continued on Page 5
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L eviathan 1869 Steam L ocomotive Replica Featured during 2009
Railroad Days!

WHAT:

TheMonticello Railway Museum, locatedinMonticello, I11inoi swww.mrym.org/rrdays.html isproud to announce Railroad Day's
2009. The museum is proud to host the L eviathan #63 America’ s newest operating steam locomotive. L eviathan is an operating
1869 steam|ocomoativereplicawww.leviathan.com Thisexciting, family event combinesvariousoperating historictrainsandtrain
ridesand static educational exhibits. The L eviathanlocomotivewill beoperating an on display and havecab toursfor visitorsboth
daysof theevent. Demonstration runsof L eviathan may al so beprovided. Themuseumwill alsohost 2 of Norfolk SouthernRailroad’ s
executivebusinesstrain diesel locomotives. Other exhibitsincludebut not limitedto: Operation Lifesaverlocomotive, “ LittleObie”
safety demonstration train from the Canadian National Railroad and operating G gauge model live steam trains. 3-museumtrains
will run throughout the day oninterval schedules. Anlllinois Central passenger train, a\Wabash mixed freight train and caboose
hop (locomotive and caboose yard shuttle) will operate. Motor car rides (yesteryearstrack inspection cars) will also be available
andincludedinticket price. Visitorscanrideasmany train ridesasthey would likefor onedaily ticket price. Food and concession
will beavailableonthemuseumgrounds. TheMonticello Railway M useumisaregi stered 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organizationwithin
the State of Illinois.

WHEN:
Railroad Days will be held Saturday and Sunday September 19" and 20", 20009.

Gatesopen 9:00 am. each day. A variety of trainswill berunning from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day. Thiseventhappensrain
or shine. ALL-DAYTICKETS - As many rides as you want! You must have a ticket to access the grounds.
All ticket salesfinal

Monticello Railway Museum 992 IronHorsePlaceMonticello, | 11inois61856. Monticello Railway Museumislocated of f - 72 exit
#166 between Champaign and Decatur, l1linois Adults 12 and over $12.00. Children ages2 through 12 $8.00. Advanceand online
ticketsavailableat www.mrym.org/rrdays.html

All proceeds from the event are used for restoration and operation of historic trains at the museum.

Everyonewantshigh-speed funds

Illinaisis facing stiff competition and atight deadline to get adlice of $8 billionin
stimulusfunding availablefor high-speedrail. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
shipping said Monday that 40 statesrequested funding for 270rail improvement projectstotaling
containersbetweentrucksandrail tomake  $93billioninpreliminary applicationsfiledlast Friday. Final applicationsaredueAug.

theshipping of goodsmoreefficientalong 24,
therailroad’ s2,500-mileCrescent Corri- - o \jjdwest high-speed rail system with Chicago at its hub, and rail corridorsin the

Continued from Page 4

The facility moves

dor fromNew OrleanstoNew Jersey. The
facility hopes to reduce the number of
long-haul trucks needed to carry the
cargo, reducing the amount of fuel used
and increasing safety on interstate high-

ways.

A group of residents in the area have
formedNoHub4McCalla, anopposition
groupthat fearsthenew facility will bring
unwanted noise, trafficandpollution, driv-
ing down property valuesin the rapidly
growing area and making the neighbor-
hood unsafe.

Northeastern U.S. and Californiaare considered leading contendersfor federal fund-
ing. ButMr. LaHood, aformer GOP congressmanfrom Peoria, hasrepeatedly calledfor
appointment of aMidwest rail czar to better coordinate the multistate request.

At hissuggestionto IllinoisGov. Pat Quinn, several Midwest governorsare planning
ahigh-speed rail summit, the transportation secretary told asmall group of regional
reportersat U.S. Department of Transportation headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Onegoal of the July 27 meetingisto bring together high-level |eadersand set priorities
for the Midwest effort, according to a spokeswoman for the Illinois Department of
Transportation.

“We'reincredibly well-positioned,” said Richard Harnish, executive director of the
Midwest High-Speed Rail Assn., anon-profit advocacy groupin Chicagothatiscalling
for 220-mph trains between Chicago and St. Louis.
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Othersarecallingfor routesfrom Chicago
totheQuad Cities, Minneapolisand other
areas.

“One of the challengesin the Midwest is
that we don’'t have the ability to work
together state-to-state,” Mr. Harnish
added. But he said the meeting of gover-
nors, wherehewill bespeaking at apart of
the meeting opentothepublic, isaprom-
ising ideathat could lead to cooperation
inother areas aswell.

Mr. LaHood said “we don’'t want to pre-
judge these things’ but acknowledged
that Illinois has been talking about high-
speed rail improvements for at least 10
years. He said the preliminary applica-
tionswill be available to the public after
they are reviewed internally and the de-
partment will provide “some guidance’
on “what our prejudices are and what we
think isdoable.”

“We're going to consider proposals that
are serious, proposals that have (some)
kind of intermodality, amultistateregional
approach, and even those that aren’t far
along will be considered,” Mr. LaHood
said.

Editor: asyou may know, Harry Reid,
Senator from Nevada, added the $8
billion in high-speed rail funds to the
stimulus package. As luck would have
it, the estimate cost of the planned
high-speed rail from Los Angelesto
Las Vegas was around $8 billion. Most
recently, Mr. LaHood has stated most
of the funds will be used for this section
- surprised?

If you want some interesting reading
check out the Midwest High-Speed
Rail site and read the proposed route
from Chicago to Champaign, Decatur,
Soringfield and S. Louis. The plan is
to build the 220-mph 25 feet from the
center of the existing CN track. Of
course CN will want space for a future
track that was once there and then
what happens when a freight train
derails 25 feet from the passenger
route. Thisdid occur in Denver when a
UP coal train derailed near the RTA
line, taking the retaining wall and that
line out of service. It happened during
non rush hours and there were
derailments of the RTA line.

The report states there is enough room on the ex-1C line for the track, so there
goes the buildings on South Neil Street that have been built on CN right of way.
They plan to use NSright of way to Springfield and there goes all of the elevators
and other facilities. NS of course, has stated in past years their right of way will
never be used for any other mode of transportation and | am sure CN will have
similar ideas. Competing firms to ours did the study and it is interesting to read
some of the ideas that will not work in real life.

C&NW Historical Society meeting - Dick Brazda

The UPwent all out last weekend at the CNW Hist. Soc. conference. Thetrain
dropped usat thewest end of thebridgeand lotsof pictureswereavailable. They
planto opento traffic by the end of June. They also handed everyone ahandout
of about 50 pages, including some color construction photos, copies of the
Employee TT pages and even the track charts which showed when the rail was
dated from, theties, etc.

On the lowa I nterstate we had the railroad to ourselves out to Atlantic la. The
only negative wasthe coacheswere ex Montreal commuter coaches and did not
have washrooms. However, that turned out good since they let us use the ones
inthebusinesscar andwegot towalkintoitandthelA. Int. diner andlook around
alittle




CREATE partners
alter program to
suit CN'sEJ& E

acquisition

The Association of American Railroads,
Federal Highway Administration, Illinois
Department of Transportation and
Chicago Department of Transportation
recently agreed to modify the Chicago
RegionEnvironmental and Transportation
Efficiency (CREATE) programtomestCN's
needs.

The parties eliminated the full Central
Corridor between CN’s Waukesha and
Chicago subdivisions, as defined in the
program'’ sfeasibility planand preliminary
screening, because CN nolonger requires
theroute after acquiring an alternate cor-
ridor through the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern
Railway transaction.

However, major portions of the Central
Corridor’ ssouthernhalf will beretainedto
provideanew direct route— over theNS
ChicagoLine—for Amtrak trainstravel-
ingfrom New Orleansand Carbondaleto
Chicago Union Station. The route por-
tionswill minimizeimpactsto Amtrak and
freight trains already using the line, ac-
cording to CREATE organizers, who are
seeking federa stimulus dollars for the
morethan$1.5billionprogram.

Inaddition, a“ C5” projectinvolving CN
largely hasbeenretainedandwill beknown
asthe “WAT7” project.

CREATE organizersareaccepting public
commentsuntil Sept. 11 onanamendment
tothefinal feasibility planand preliminary
screening that incorporates the changes.

Funded through apublic/private partner-
ship, theprogram callsfor developing one
passenger-rail and four freight-rail corri-
dorstoreducetraindelays, relieverail and
highway congestion, shorten commut-
ers' travel times, andimprove Chicago's
environment and publicsafety. CREATE
partners plan to build roadway under-
passes or overpassesto separate vehicle/
pedestrian and rail traffic; overpassesto
separatefreight- and passenger-rail tracks;
and upgrade track, switches, signal sys-

tems and other infrastructure.

CREATE partnersincludeAmtrak, BNSF
Railway Co., the Belt Railway Co. of
Chicago, CN, CanadianPacific, CSX Trans
portation, Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad
Co., Metra, Norfolk Southern Railway,
Union Pacific Railroad, and the Illinois
and Chicago DOTs

| Ilinoiscommission

urges FRA to adopt

safety quidelinesfor
HSR crossings

August 24,2009 - ThelllinoisCommerce
Commission(ICC) announceditsrailroad
safety staff has recommended that the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
adopt new safety guidelines for high-
speedrail (HSR) crossings.

The ICC is urging the FRA - which is
preparing new guidelinesfor HSRimple-
mentationintheUnited States- torequire
that HSR crossings be uniformly engi-
neered with systems that address both
moving vehicles and vehicles stopped at
acrossing. The safety systems currently
areonly installed on crossings along the
Northeast Corridor, accordingtothel CC.

Thecommission’ sstaff al sorecommends
that the FRA adopt three new HSR safety
principles: theeliminationof all redundant
Or unnecessary crossings that cannot be
madesafeduetogeometry or proximity of
complex highway intersections; the in-
stallation of either four-quadrant gate or
barrier-gatesafety systemsequippedwith
presence/intrusion detection and tied to
new positive train control systems; and
the elimination or grade separation of all
crossingswheretrainsspeedsexceed 110
mph. Inaddition, thel CCisurgingfederal
rail plannersto requirelocked gateswith
dispatch control over entry at private
crossings where train speeds range from
80mphto110mph, unlessvehicular traffic
warrants the same safety treatments as
public crossings.
Editor: Can you see the farmer with
the combine waiting for someone to
come open the gate to get into his
field?
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UP launches
construction on
Joliet intermodal
terminal

On September 1 Union Pecific Railroad
officialsand several dignitaries—includ-
ing Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn, Rep. Debbie
Halvorson (D-I11.) and Federa Railroad
Administrator Joe Szabo — marked the
start of constructionontheClass|’ s$370
million intermodal terminal in Joliet, I11.

The 785-acre facility will be built in
CenterPoint Intermodal Center — Joliet
(CIC—Joliet), a3,900-acreintegratedlo-
gistics park being developed by
CenterPoint Properties.

Located about five miles south of Inter-
state 80 and seven mileseast of Interstate
55, theJoliet Intermoda Terminal will fea-
turefour 8,000-foot tracksfor loading or
unloadingamaximumof 107 double-stack
cars; six 8,000-foot tracksfor sorting cars
by destination; six tracksfor staging cars
prior to unloading or loading; four cranes
equippedwith Global Positioning System
technology; more than 3,400 parking
placesfor trailers and containers; an ad-
vanced yard system; AGS gate technol-
ogy designed to decrease truck process-
ing timefrom five minutesto between 30
and 90 seconds; and a state-of-the-art
security system.

Theterminal’sinitial phaseis scheduled
for completioninJune2010. Thefacility,
which will boost UP' sinternational and
domestic container capacity, isdesigned
tohandleabout 500,000 contai nersannu-
aly. CenterPoint plans to spend more
than $200 million to develop infrastruc-
ture— including roads, bridgesand utili-
ties— at CIC—Joliet. About 975 acresat
the park are zoned for rail andintermodal
terminal development, and 400 acresare
pegged for container/trailer and equip-
ment management facilities

Via Progressive Railroading



