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ComingEvents

Sept 19, 2010

Danville, IL - Monthly meetingat Jocko's
PizzaDepot, Williamsand Gilbert Street,
starting at 1:00 PM.

Sept. 11, 2010

St, Louis, MO - Boeing Employees
Railroad Club-St. Louis Railroad Swap
Meet. Queeny Park, 550 Weidman Road.
10-3.

Sept. 12, 2010

Wheaton, IL - Great Midwest Train, Toy
& Hobby Show. DuPage County Frgds.
County Farm Road and Manchester. 9:30-
3

Sept. 18-19, 2010

Decatur - Decatur Train Show 2010. Civic
Center. Sat 10-4; Sun11-4.

Sept. 18-19, 2010

Monticello Railway Museum’ s Railroad
Days. Railroad extravaganza weekend of
railroading. Look for steam for the first
timein many yearswhen Southern H4 2-
8-0 #401 is fired up and on the road to
Monticello.

Oct. 10, 2010

Wheaton, IL - Great Midwest Train, Toy
& Hobby Show. DuPage County Fair-
grounds, County Farm Road and
Manchester. 9:30-3

Oct. 17, 2010

St. Charles, IL - The19th Annual Chicago
RailroadianaShow and Sale. KaneCounty
Fairgrounds, 525 S. Randall Rd. 10-3.

October 22nd to 24, 29th
& 30th

Monticello, IL Ghost Trains.
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Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
September 19 at Jocko's Depot
Restaurant, Williamsand Gilbert Strest,
beginningat 1:00PM.

Where did the summer go? It seemslike
only afew weeks back that your Editor
wrote the note that the May issue would
bethelast before resuming productionin
September, and here we are again. We
thank all of theguysthat kept themuseum
open eachweekend, even duringthevery
hot days of late July and early August.
Bob G. has been working on the new
section of the layout along the north and
eastwallsof thebaggageroom. The" new"
GrapeCreek branchwill beinvolvedinthe
operating sessions starting in November
(check the Op schedule). This new sec-
tionwill addanadditional traintothemix.

Wead sogottheporchwall rebuilt thisyear
and check out thearticleand photointhis
issue. We thank those that donated to
helpfundthepreservationwork. Thereis
still other work to be done, painting and
work on the soffit areas is needed.

Thesameweekend of themeetingwill be
theRailroad Daysweekendat Monticello.
Note they plan to have their steam loco-
motiveinserviceduringtheweekend, the
firsttimeit hasbeenunder steamfor many
years. Hopefully you get achancetovisit
during the weekend.

On a sad note honorary member John
Cookepassed away in August - seenctice
in thisissue.

Also, some historic photos are shown in
the last pages of this issue. Longtime
member GeorgeWynn, who passed away
anumber of yearshack, had acollection of
IlinoisTerminal and Danville Street Car
photosandinformation. Thiscollectionis
being donated to the Vermilion County
Museum by TomWynn'swidow, Annette
Wynn.

For our program thismonth Al haslined
upaVHStapeof Pensy, Reading & afew
otherrail lines. It hasgreat footageof T1s,
GG1s, Budd Cars, early F unitsand even
acamel back locomotor.

Operating
Sessions

Once again the time is approaching
for operatingthemuseumlayout. This
year thefirst session will start on the
first Saturday in November. Sessions
will start around 1:00 PM so arrival

time should be by 12:30 PM. The
schedulefor the seasonisasfollows:

Saturday, November 6,2010
Saturday, December 4,2010
Saturday, January 8, 2011
Saturday, February 5, 2011
Saturday, March5,2011

As last year, operating sessions on
the D&W will not be scheduled in
advance. Email noticewill besent out
about two weeks before a planned
session.

MRM #401 Ready
to Seam Up

Therebuilding of the Southern H4 2-8-0,
#401 hasbeenunderway for several years
and with the continued push it lookslike
the engine will be steamed up for the
upcoming Railroad Days, September 18th
and 19th.

The restoration group is down to small
items, such as checking all the nuts and
bolts, that all lock nutsand cotter keysare
in place and everything is secured. Con-
duitandwiringarebeinginstalledandthe
new pilot is under construction. Brake
piping is being fabricated and cleaning
and painting of various parts will occur
soon. Thereisalot to do but thegroupis
working toward their goal of steam into
Monticelloin September.




ThelT LivesAgain

By now most of you have heard of the
resurrectionof thelllinoisTerminal #2301.
Theoriginal 2301wasan SD39thatisstill
in service on Guilford’s lines in New
England. The new 2301 is aformer UP
SD40-2 (ex C& NW) #3086. Itisownedby
Respondek Rail Corporation, ashortline
company. They have several existing
locos that are painted in a scheme that
closely resembles the old IT green and
yellow- most notably the Squaw Creek
Southern units used in transload service
near Evansville, IN. The new 2301 was
painted for the2010 I T Historical Society
meet and tocommemoratethe 100th anni-
versary of thelT.

| wasfirstmadeawareof the2301 fromthe
TRAINS news wire on the internet. |

quickly got onlineand asked my ‘ connec-
tions' about where the unit was located
andif itwasreadily accessible. Itisonthe
former US Army Melvin Price Support
Depot in Granite City and you can basi-
cally drive right up to the loco and take
pictures. Randy Allard, Mike and Mark
Mautner, and Rick Wangelinall gavemea
heads up on anight photo shoot that was
plannedforthe2301onMay 14th. | drove
downthat evening- chasingandfollowing
the NS 21T stack train almost the entire
way. By 8:30 most of the photographers
had already gathered and by 9 PM Chris
Guss from the Chicago area arrived with
the flash equipment. After scouting sites
current KCSengineer Sonny Sellersfired
upthe2301 and moveditinto positionfor
thefirst shots. After aquick lesson from
Chris on how to set the cameras and pro-
cedures, wewereoff and shooting. About
adozen of usshot the 2301 and several of
theother Respondek unitsfor thenext 2Y%
hours. Theresultswerevery satisfactory
and agood time was had by all.

This was my first time at a night photo
shoot and | was pleasantly pleased and
how easy it was, especially with adigital
camera. With theimmediate feedback it
didn't take long to determine the best
image speed and aperture setting to use
for the best results. And mother nature
cooperated with dry skies. | spent more

Continued on Page 3

The President’s Corner

| wanted to lead this month with a correction: In my first column for 2010 that
appeared inthe January issue of the Flyer, | commented that thisyear wasthelast
year of thefirst decadeinthe21% Century. Not necessarily true. | havesincelearned
that theconventionisto startindividual decadeswiththefirstyear thatincrements
thethirddigit. Thusthe“aughts’ started with 2000 and ended with 2009, whilethe
“teens’ startin 2010 and will end with 2019. And although thisis subject to some
interpretation, thereisnodoubt that centurieswork theother way. Oneway tothink
of thisisthat acentury will only include oneyear, the centennial year, that starts
with the century’s number (e.g. 1900 was the final year in the 19th century).
Confused yet?

Regardless of the Century and Decade, if you' rereading thisin early September
it must meanthat we' vecompl eted another museum season at Rossville. Although
| personally haven’ t beentheremuch thisyear during our openhoursonweekends,
| do know that the museum has been well staffed.

During my first tenure as President back in the 1980’ s, we were still having our
meetings on Tuesday evenings at the #3 Fire Station in Danville. Becauseit was
aproblem to keep the museum open back in those days, | came up with asystem
of rewardsfor the peoplewho showed up the most during the season. How things
have changed! Althoughwe may still offer someperksfor thetop staffers, it sure
isn't necessary to makecertainthedepotisopen every weekend during thesummer
months. Thanks to everyone who helped this year.

Twothingsl promisedto get donewhilel wasintheofficethistimewereupdating
the memorial plague and the signboard we take to the shows. Thanksto member
Al McCoy and hisformer co-worker Phil Stumph, the first project was accom-
plished with style. We have a nice | aser-etched plaque now with plenty of room
toadd morenamesaswewill, sadly, needtodointhefuture. Onthesecond project,
| did updatetheshow board bef orethe Urbanashow thisyear, andif wekeep going
therel will updateit again.

One thing | didn’t anticipate getting done this year was the re-building of the
“columns’ ontheback porch of thedepot. Allen Cookeand | had donesomeinitial
inquiriesabout having thiswork doneinthespring, andtheestimatesweretoo high
toevenconsider. Butthen Allentalked to oneof hisbusinessformscustomersthat
does such work, and he gave us a price that was too good to pass up. Some of us
have made donationsthat mostly covered thecost of thisproject, and it surelooks
better thanwhat wehad. | think youwill read el sewhereinthisissueabout thework
that was done and how you can help out financially.

Even with the donations received, we still had to tap the CD to be solvent for the
remainder of theyear. Rent for the depot will be coming duein October. | would
have liked to get estimates for having the soffitt painted, but we just don’t have
thefundsright now for another big expense. Maybe after the duesrenewal period
wecando morenext year. Pleasedo consider the Chapter whenyou planyour tax-
deductible donations...

Doug




Depot Wall Repair

When we moved into the depot in 1976
much of theback wall had been removed.
Member Stan Chaussegot thewall rebuilt
to define the "back porch" area of the
station (remember the front of adepot is
track side). One cap wasstill intact from
the original wall but the cap for the south
columnwasgone. | wasworking asResi-
dent Engineer for the Hoopeston Waste
Water project and built aformto thesize
of the original cap and the contractor
poured the cap with extra concrete left
over fromatruckload. Oncecured| hauled
ittoRossvilleand Bob Gallippi hel ped set
the cap. Thiswasin 1980, some 30 years
ago, and the cap along with thebrick, has
deterioratefromweather. Eventheorigi-
nal cap had begun to crumble and the
brickswere breaking up.

Thissummer Allen Cookefound afriend
intheareawho gave usapriceto rebuild
the walls and install new caps. For only
$550wegot thewall rebuilt and new caps
installed. Since | had apart in rebuilding
theorigina wall |
decided a dona
tion to rebuild it
wasin need - thus
| have donated to
the cause. Hope-
fully someothers
will consider ado-
nation this year.
We have other
maintenance that
needs to be done
to the building
including some
exterior painting.
Unfortunately
many of us are
getting older and
working off lad-
dersismore difficult. Therefore we may
have to retain services of someone to
paint some of the placeswefind difficult
to reach.

Asasidenoteweareto be, and may have
beensoby now, inthearticle" Timepiece"
in the publication Historic Illinois, pub-
lishedby thelllinoisHistoric Preservation
Agency.

Continued from Page 2

time than what | was intending but time
awaysflieswhen you are having fun!

A big thanks should go out to Terry
Respondek for letting hisloco be painted
and for Dale Jenkinsassi stancein getting
the scheme correct.

By BruceBird

Ridgley Tower in
Springfield Closed

TheUnion Pacific Railroadisclosingthe
Ridgely Tower in Springfield, one of the
last manually operatedrail switchingtow-
ers in Illinois. The tower, south of
SangamonAvenueandwest of 16th Strest,
controlsrail trafficalongtheUnionPacific/
Amtrak linebetween St. L ouisand Chicago
and the Springfield to Peoria line of the
Illincis and Midland
Railroad. One of five
operators sits in the
tower around-the-
clocktocontrol rail traf-
ficusing aseriesof le-
vers. “Wewill beable
to move the Ridgely
Tower functionstothe
Harriman Dispatching
CenterinOmahaby the
end of June,” said
Union Pacific spokes-
manMark Davis. “The
automation of thetower
is part of our annual
improvement projects
andtakesadvantage of
newer technology that
enhances operations and safety.” The
tower has been in its current location
sincetheearly 20th century. Itwasrebuilt
in1930by thethen-owner, theB& O Rail-
road Co., and hasn’t changed much since.

Thefivepeoplewhostill work at Ridgely
— Bob Phillips, Frances Jumper, Dave
Gutierrez, Damon Vinson and Dewayne
Clinton — are members of the Telecom-
muni cationsUnion. Theunionisexpected
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toofferthemthechancetotakeotherjobs,
but probably not in Springfield.

“I"'mglad | had achancetowork hereand
see al this” Jumper said Wednesday
morning, waving her handtoward theold
switches. Phillipssaidhewasworkingfor
therailroad in New Orleans when a spot
came open in the Ridgely Tower and he
reguested the move to Springfield. The
tower has not been well maintained over
theyearsbecausetherailroad companies
that have owned it kept thinking it would
close soon and they didn’t want to spend
money on upkeep. Control operatorsare
not allowedtowatch TV becauseitwould
distract them from the train traffic, but
there is a microwave oven, a telephone
and agood supply of bottled water. Visi-
torsarenot allowed. The operator inthe
tower isin radio contact with train engi-
neers and monitors rail traffic via com-
puter. The four-foot-long iron switches
— thereweremorethan 30 of themat one
time—arepulledinasequenceaccording
towheretherail traffic needsto go. After
the tower closes, that will be done by
computer from Omaha, asisthe case al-
ready on much of the UPrail line.

The closing of Ridgely Tower does not
come as a surprise. Manually operated
towers have gradually been phased out.
Thirty years ago, Springfield had five
control towers that were operated by
people. After June, it will have none.
“Considering the advancements in tech-
nology overtheyears,” said Davis, “these
types of towers use antiquated technol-
ogy, andreplacement partsarenot readily
available”

by Dave Bakke, The Sate Journal
Register - Springfield (April 21)




Caterpiller -
Progress Rail to
acquire EMD

ProgressRail ServicesTuesday saidit has
signed adefinitiveagreement to purchase
Electro-MotiveDiesd, Inc.(EMD)for $820
million in cash from Berkshire Partners
LL Cand Greenbriar Equity GroupLLC.

Upon completion of the transaction, La
Grange, I1.-based EM D, once part of the
vast General Motors empire,
would become a wholly-owned subsid-
iary of Albertville, Ala.-based Progress
Rail, itself wholly
owned by Peoria, Il1.-
based Caterpillar Inc.

The acquisition is ex-
pected to close by the
end of the year, pend-
ing final regulatory approvals. EMD will
remain headquartered in LaGrange, 111
John Hamilton will continueas president
and CEOof EMD andwill reporttoProgress
Rail CEOBIlly Ainsworth.

“This acquisition represents the latest
step in our strategic plan to aggressively
grow our presenceintheglobal rail indus-
try,” said Caterpillar Vice Chairman and
CEO-Elect Doug Oberhelman. “Including
today’ s announcement and our acquisi-
tion of Progress Rail, Caterpillar hasin-
vested about $2 billionsince2006 togrow
our profitablerail and transit businesses.
Rail hasproventobeahighly efficientand
sustainable method for moving freight
and people, and we see a positive long-
term future for the continued growth of
therail industry.”

SaidProgressRail CEO Ainsworth, “The
acquisition of EMD will enableusto pro-
vide rail and transit customers an indus-
try-leading range of locomotive, engine,
and emissions solutions, as well as un-
matched aftermarket product and parts
support and afull line of rail-related ser-
vices and solutions.”

“Wefed thisisanidesl fitfor EMD andour
customersand welook forward to devel-
oping and providing anevengreater port-
folio of products and servicesfor therail

and transit industry that we have proudly
servedfor morethan85years,” sadEMD’ s
Hamilton.

“We are very proud to have had the op-
portunity to partner withEM D’ smanage-
mentinrebuildingthisrail industryicon,”
said Regg Jones, managing partner of
Greenbriar. “Having redirected the
company’s strategy and restored EMD
back to strong operating and financial
footing, we are confident EM D will con-
tinueitsgrowthand successwith Progress
Rail.”

Richard Lubin, managing director of
Berkshire Partners, added, “Our objec-
tivescominginweretotransitionEMD to
a strong, indepen-
dent company fo-
cused onitscustom-
ers,investinEMD’ s
technology and ca
pabilities, and drive
operational improvement. We are de-
lighted ProgressRail will bethenew owner
of this business.”

Homer Coal Mine

A new coa mine is under development
west of Danville at Homer running south
to Allerton. They are looking at a coa
seamabout 360" down. Itwill beanunder-
ground mine. Right now they aretryingto
lease ground for it. They have enough
acres under contract, but they are not all
in the right place to make it into a mine.
They say they will rail al of it out. It will
takeawhiletoget all thepermits, but they
are working fast. They say they don't
want the processing and loadout more
than 3 miles south of the NSline because
of track construction costs. Thecompany
alsorunsaminesouthof Sullivan, Indiana
called the Sunrise mine. Since the word
got out about the lease acquisitionsthere
has been alot of public comment against
themine. BothVermilionand Champaign
Countieswill beinvolvedinpermitting so
thismay takesometimebeforeproduction
would begin.

Via Bruce Stickers
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Who will pay taxes
on improved rail
lines?

When mixed use passenger and freight
linesareusedfor extension of High Speed
Train service and millions of dollars are
expended to improve and expand tracks,
signals, bridges, stations and a host of
other infrastructureitemswhat will bethe
ultimate cost in higher taxes levied upon
theseimprovementsby cities, countiesor
states?

Many localities rely entirely upon the
revenuefromlandimprovement taxesfor
operations and when new structures are
placed withinthat jurisdiction thetax bill
might risefor therail line owner.

When the Railroad Commission of New
Jersey required railroadsinthe 1950’ s &
60’ stoimproveservice, expandtrackage,
build new facilities and add new passen-
ger cars without authorizing increased
faresto cover those costs many rail lines
weredriven to ultimate bankrupcy.

Inreaction to all of the improvements of
new facilities and construction by those
rail linesthecities, countiesand the State
added tax increases. The result was the
strange situation of the bankrupt Rail-
roads selling bonds to the State then
taking that same money and paying the
State the taxes due. When the total col-
lapse of the Railroadscameinthe 1960’ s
the State became the owner and operator
of the rail lines, which removed the rail
linesas taxableincomefromthecitiesand
counties forever.

So now isthetimeto examinewhat isthe
ultimateandlongterm coststotherail line
owners if millions of dollars are to be
expendedforinfrastructureimprovements
to benefit high speed train service and
possibly their freight operations. Arethese
improvementtobeconsideredat all inthe
tax base of cities, counties and the states
where they are to be located? I's specia
legislation needed to prevent tax changes
based upon these expenditures?

Editor - something to think about - via
a Progressive Railroading Blog



Durbin getting
money for lllinois
HrSR

Sen. Dick Durbinsaid July 23that giving
theUnionPacificRailroad $98.3millionin
federal money for track improvements
without an agreement in place to allow
high-speed passenger rail is still a good
idea, The Springfield, I11., Sate Journal -
Register reports.

“We're going to get this (high-speed rail
project) done - there' sno question in my
mindwewill,” Durbinsaid duringanews
conferenceat his Springfield office.

However, a deal announced this week
between Union Pacific and the Illinois
Department of Transportation, whichwill
disburse the money to the railroad, does
not obligate Union Pacificto allow high-
speed passenger trains. The money will
be spent on concreteties and new rail on
90 miles of UP line between Alton and
Springfield and between the capital city
and Lincoln. The agreement gives the
railroad sole ownership of the taxpayer-
funded improvements.

UnionPacificandother freight rail compa:
nieshavebal ked at demandsby theFederal
Railroad Administration that they either
repay federal grants or fund additional
infrastructureimprovementsif high-speed
passenger trains don’t run on time.

High-speedrail can’t go forward without
approval from railroads that own rights-
of-way.

TheissuehasbeenunresolvedsinceMay,
when the FRA announced itsintention to
make financial penalties a condition for
giving grant money to states. That has
stalled therelease of $8 billionin federal
grants for high-speed rail announced in
January, includingmorethan$1billionin
I1linoisto establish ahigh-speed link be-
tween Chicago and St. Louis.

Why not wait until the issue of grant
conditions is settled before paying for
track improvements?

“I"'m more positive and optimistic than
you may be,” Durbin answered. “I've

talkedwith (Union Pacific) fromthebegin-
ning, and they’'ve been supportive (of
high-speedrail). They wanttomaintaina
railroadthat’ sgoingtohaul freight - that's
theirfirst obligationtotheir sharehol ders.
Soweneedtowork withthemtowork this
out.”

The Senate’s No. 2 Democrat said con-
struction should start now so that people
will havejobs.

“What | want to see, what the governor
wants to see, is putting people to work
right now - good-paying jobsright hereat
home - and put theinvestment in that rail
corridor,” Durbinsaid.

However, under the agreement between
IDOT and Union Pecific, therailroad will
supply the labor, and thereis no require-
ment that Union Pacific hire state resi-
dents, which Durbin acknowledged.

“Intermsof thejobscreated, I’ mgoingto
be a pain in the neck to folks at (Union
Pacific) if they start bringing in workers
fromother places,” hesaid. “ That’ snot to
say they shouldn’t or couldn’t, but I'm
going to betelling themwe' ve got plenty
of skilled workers right here in Illinois,
over 29 percent unemploymentinthecon-
struction trades. And for goodness sakes,
help our own first. | want to help our
nation, don’tgetmewrong. Butfirst| want
tohelplllinois.”

In announcing the $98.3-million federal
grant, Gov. Pat Quinn in a news release
said the project “will create hundreds of
jobs.”

According to the release, the track im-
provements “will support more than 900
jobs.”

But Brad Schaive, business manager for
LaborersLoca 477inSpringfield, hassaid
hisofficehasn’t gottenasinglecall from
anyone interested in hiring for the rail
project.

JohnWebber, IDOT spokesman, saidthe
state relied on railroads to calculate the
number of jobstobecreated. Thenation’s
biggest freight railroads, he said, figure
that every $1 million spent on construc-
tion creates nine jobs.

“It (the stat€'s job figure) came from a
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study that those folks did,” Webber said

Editor: Does this show that a
politician does not understand how
companies work? They are not going
to hire“ residents of Illinois’ to do the
work on their railroad. That is not to
say there won't be Illinois residents
working on the various gangs
upgrading the rail line.

lllinoisand 9 other
states ordered by
Fedsto upgrade
tracks

FromDaveY etter

The federal government has ordered
Illincisand 9 other statesto devel op plans
to reduce the number of accidentsat rail-
road crossingsor risk alossof funding. In
Illinais, there have been some 588 grade-
crossing accidents involving trains, ve-
hicles and/or pedestrians in Illinois, re-
sulting in 98 deaths, according to the
FRA. The state has the second-highest
number of rail-crossing accidents in the
nation, behind Texas.

TheChicago Tribunesaidthat anew rule
released by the federal railroad agency
requiresthe 10 stateswith the most road-
way-rail crossing collisionsover the past
3yearstocomeupwith specificsolutions
for improving safety. Options include
shutting down crossingsor building over-
passes or tunnels to separate trains and
vehicles. The action was mandated by
Congress in railroad safety legidation
passed in 2008.

Inaddition, thestatesmust focuson cross-
ings where multiple accidents have oc-
curred and locations that are considered
at highrisk for accidents.

Therulegoesinto effect Aug. 27, andthe
states must submit their plans within 1
year and implement them within 5 years.
Failure to comply would result in a state
being cut off from Federal Railroad
Administration grants.



Four crossings in Chicago, and the
Bensenville Rail Yard in Franklin Park,
topped alist of locations where multiple
collisonsoccurredinnortheasternlllinais,
with 5 accidents at each location since
2005, accordingtothelllinoisCommerce
Commission’ srail safety program.

The other 9 states facing a deadline to
adopt rail-crossing safety plans are
Alabama, California, Florida, Georgia,
Indiana, lowa, Louisiana, Ohioand Texas.

Nationwide, therewere 7,077 crossing
accidentsfrom 2007 throughlast year that
resulted in 873 deaths, federal data
showed.

Lastweek, theTribunereportedthestate’ s
acknowledgement that plans have yet to
befinalized to improve pedestrian saf ety
at rail crossings. Twenty-eight pedestri-
anshavediedin crossing accidentsinthe
state since 2007, according to records
compiledby thelllinoisCommerce Com-
mission.

Illincisstateofficialssaidthey arework-
ing with communities along Amtrak’s
Chicago-to-St. Louisroute, designated as
afuture 110 mph corridor, to (1) close as
many of theapproximately 300 crossings
along the route as possible; (2) instal
improved protective gates at the remain-
ing crossings to keep vehicles off the
tracks when trains are approaching; (3)
build overpassesandtunnels; and (4) line
pedestrian areas near trackswith fencing
todeter peoplefromtrespassingontracks.

Illinois’ planto comply withthe new fed-
era standards" hasbasically beenformu-
lated by the | CC. George Weber, chief of
the Bureau of Railroads at the Illinois
Dept. of Transportation, said “we are
working closely with the commission to
completeit.”

Seam on Norfolk
Southern again?

ALTOONA.PA - Aneffortis underway
togiveared thrilltolocal rail fans. Norfolk
Southern isworking onplantobringsteam
powered train travel back to this region.
Whilethedatethefirstexcursion traintrip
around the horseshoe curve still hasto be
determined, Norfolk Southernistryingto
finalize an agreement that should put a
steam powered engine back on the rails
later thisyear.

Norfolk Southernisworking out thefinal

details of an agreement with the Tennes-
seeValley Railroad Museum to usethat
Museum'’s three steam locomotives to
power some passenger train trips.

While thefirst of thesetripswill beinthe
area around Chattanooga, Tennessee,
rail officials say the coal-fired locomo-
tiveswill eventually bepulling passenger
trainson theNorfolk Southernmainline
through this region.

Backers of the pro-
gram say when the
steam locomotives
roll thoughtheregion
, they are sure to at-
tract a lot of atten-
tion. Norfolk
Southerniscurrently finalizingtheir plans
for running thetourism based passenger
excursions. They hope to have the first
tripsunderway |ater thisyear and bebring-
ing the steam-powered trainsto our re-
gion as the program expands over the
entire Norfolk Southern system.

Via Blair County web site 7-10

NORFOLK,VA.,andCHATTANOOGA,
TENN.—Norfolk Southern Corporation
is in negotiations with the Tennessee
Valley Railroad Museum with regard to
the operation of a limited schedule of
steam locomotive event appearancesand
passenger excursionsbeginninglater this
year. “21st Century Steam” would high-
light milestonesinrail history and provide
anopportunity for audiencestolearnabout
today’ s safe and service-oriented freight
raillroads. The program would feature
threevenerablecoal -powered steamloco-
motives:.  — Southern Railway 4501:
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Built in 1911 by Baldwin Locomotive
Works, 4501 served Southern Railway in
freight service in Tennessee, Virginia,
Kentucky, and Indiana, beforebeing sold
to a short line railroad. No. 4501 was
retired from revenue servicein 1963 and
enjoyed asecond career in the excursion
program operated by Southern Railway
andNorfolk Southernfrom 1966 until 1994.
ThisMs (Mikado superheated) Class|o-
comotivehas63-inchdrivingwheels. —
SouthernRailway 630: Builtin1904 atthe
Richmond, Va., works of American
L ocomotiveCompany, thisConsolidation-
typelocomotive hastravel ed throughout
the Southeast, often in the company of
4501 andsisterlocomotive722. Anexten-
sivesix-year rehabilitationto Federal Rail-
road Administration standards is being
completedat TVRM'’ s Soule Shopscom-
plex in Chattanooga. — Tennessee
Valley Railroad 610: Built in 1952 by
Bddwin-Lima-HamiltonfortheU.S. Army,
610hasbeenthemainstay of TVRM steam
operationssince1990. Italsoappearedon
several Norfolk Southern steam excur-
sionsfrom 1990 to
1993. N0.610,dso
a Consolidation
type, was one of
thelast steamloco-
motivesbuiltinthe
us

“Thisistherighttimefor steamtoridethe
Norfolk Southernrails,” said CEO Wick
Moorman. “We have afascinating his-
tory, and we have a compelling message
about how today’ srailroadssupport jobs,
competition, and the economy. Itisa
forward-looking message that resonates
with people everywhere.”

“21st Century Steam can help introduce
historicand modernrailroadingtoabroad
new audienceof supporters,” said TVRM
President TimAndrews. “Wearepleased
to be developing this relationship with
Norfolk Southern for the purpose of pre-
serving and interpreting the steam age,
and of bringing today’ srailroad closer to
people young and old, in communities
largeand small.”

Thelaunch of 21st Century Steamwould
coincidewithkey dates. 2011will be4501's
100th birthday and TVRM’s 50th. The
year 2012 will mark Norfolk Southern’s



30th anniversary. 21st Century Steam’s
initial appearances and runs tentatively
could take place in the Chattanooga area
thisfall, withlocomotives610and630. No.
4501 couldjointhe program sometimein
2011, after rehabilitation. Exhibit dates,
ticketing, and other details will be an-
nounced later. “ Thesightsand sounds of
asteamtrainarepowerful enoughtocatch
the public's attention in this busy and
complex age,” said Jim Wrinn, author of
Steam’ sCamel ot: Southernand NSEXxcur-
sions in Color, and editor of Trains
Magazine.

“A steamtrainisaliving piece of Ameri-
can history that teaches volumes about
this exciting industry that has much to
offer our country today. Oncethedoor is
open with the steam locomotive, you've
got an opportunity toteach anew genera-
tionhow railroading istheright transpor-
tation solution to so many challenges
facing us.”

Later this year, Norfolk Southern and
TVRM plantolaunchawebsiteinsupport
of the program. Correspondence can be
addressed to
21stcenturysteam@nscorp.com.
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum was
foundedin 1961 in Chattanoogato create
an interpretive operating museum of his-
toricequipment andartifactsinan authen-
ticsetting. Today it operatesanextensive
schedule of historic and scenic trainsin
Southeast Tennessee and Northwest
Georgia, supported by its East
Chattanooga locomotive and car shop
complex. TVRM isthelargest operating
historical excursion railroad in the
Southeast.

Rail News

Amtrak has signed off on a project to
renovate Springfield’ strainstation, clear-
ingway for work to beginthissummer, the
Soringfield Sate Journal-Register has
reported. Thework will bethefirstsignifi-
cant upgrade to the station in 20 years.

The$714,000rehabilitationwill consist of
major repairs and maintenance work, in-
cluding replacing roof tiles, repaving the

parkinglot, and makingbathroomsacces-
sibletothedisabled. Amtrak also plansto
add aticket kiosk, refinish waiting room
benches, and perform some updates to
thewaiting room.

Springfield is the third-busiest Amtrak
stationinlllinois, serving 170,000 passen-
gersin 2009. It sitson therailroad’ s key
Chicago-St. LouisLincolnCorridor, aroute
that saw an 11 percentriseinridershiplast
fiscal year. The current station occupies
the same site as the train station where
President Abraham Lincoln’s body ar-
rived for burial on May 3, 1865. TRAINS
On-Line5-14

Ferromex hasleased40EMD SD70MACs
from BNSF Railway for four months be-
ginning at the end of April. According to
BNSF spokeswoman Suann Lundsberg,
after being inspected by Ferromex per-
sonnel at BNSF's Alliance, Neb., shop,
the units were routed in five groups to
MexicoviaDenver; Amarillo, Texas, Bden,
N.M.; and through to El Paso, Texas, for
interchange. The5,000mileFerromex sys-
tem began operating in 1998 after the
privatization of Mexico's rail system.
TRAINSOn-Line5-14

One of three Norfolk & Western 4-8-0
steam locomotives known as “the Lost
Engines of Roanoke,” rescued from a
Roanoke scrap yard last year, is nearly
ready for its journey to a new home in
Portsmouth, Va., according to the
RoanokeTimesnewspaper. TheM-2class
No. 1134isinthefinal stagesof acosmetic
restoration and will be moved to
Portsmouth in a few weeks. The tender
was trucked to the Railroad Museum of
Virginia a few weeks ago. The rest will
follow shortly. The locomotive's boiler
and cab were separated from the chassis
whenitwasremoved fromthe scrap yard
and will bereunited whenit all arrivesin
Portsmouth. Thethree4-8-0s,a2-8-0, and
two Baldwin diesels languished in the
scrap yard decades, well-known by en-
thusiasts but not for sale. They were do-
nated to the Virginia Museum of Trans-
portationin Roanokewith caveat that the
museumarrangetomovethem. Lastyear,
amulti-party deal wasworked outtomove
them, with the Portsmouth museum foot-
ingthebill inreturnfor oneof thelocomo-
tivesfor itsmuseum.

The “Friends’ Board of Directors ap-
proved the purchase of Milwaukee Road
#261fromtheNational Railroad Museum
of Green Bay, Wis. The purchase agree-
ments were signed by the Museum and
“Friends’” Chief operating Officer Steve
Sandbergtheweek of April 25andMay 2.
Steve Sandberg said “1’ m sure our mem-
berswill agreethat our goal all alongwas
to see 261 operate again. Now we can
move ahead in pursuit of that goal.” The
purchase was heralded as awin for both
sides... themuseumreceivesmuchneeded
revenue from the sale and the buyer now
has ownership of the locomative they
have operated for 15 yearsand can move
ahead with 261’ srebuilding. Crewswill
resumework on 261 immediately but the
Friends now must also concentrate on
raising the funds necessary to complete
thework.

John A. Cooke
1921 - 2010

For those of you that have attended
our meetingsover theyearsat Jocko's
you know John Cooke. John loved
railroads along with other interests,
and always had a question to ask
about railroading while shaking
cheese on his plate. John passed
away on August 26 at 89 years of

age.

Hisson Allenjoined our group many
years back and in ashort time John,
alongwith J. D., also became mem-
bers. We met at Cooke'sfor several
years and then moved to the restau-
rant for Sunday meetings. Our early
newsletter was mimeograph and
whenwemovedtothe X erox typeof
publication we began printing at
Cooke's. John let us print at no cost
tohelpthesociety andinashorttime
wemadehimahonorary lifemember.
John donated to various causes that
have helped the society and mu-
seum.




An early member to our society was Tom Wynn. Tom was an
engineer on the Wabash Railroad and |later the N&W and NS. Tom
passed away last year and | have been helping hiswidow sell his
_ionel collection. In going through cabinets | found the files that his
dad, George Wynn, had gathered on the lllinois Terminal. George
was amember of the society and he and Stan Chausse built the
traction section first at Catlin and | ater at the museum in Rossville.
The layout that was started at Catlin had a city section that George
and Stan built and | found the attached photo of George'strain
along with Stans car that was taken for the local newspaper. This
section is now on the layout at Rossville and the poles and trolly
wireare still in place for their memory. The photo is not the best as
in those days the newspaper would give you a copy but it was on
boor paper and would fade over time. The other 3 photos have been
pitched as they were too far gone, but this one brings back alot of
memoriesto some of us. George Wynn Collection

|lce always presents a problem for railroads and thisi
no exception for IT #1577 which hastaken adifferent
route at the Ohio Oil Company siding on the Tilton
Road. There was no date on the photo but the line
was determined to be unsafe for operations on April
8, 1946 and all freight was embargoed at that time.
Additional photos show the line car working on the
overhead wire before the motor can return to
Danville. GeorgeWynn Collection.

In the photo above left, the westbound [llinois Traction System car has just rounded the corner and is heading west on
Vermilion Street in Catlin, IL. Thisshot, circa 1910, shows agrove of trees on both sides of the street at the corner. Most
of the Catlin citizens today do not know why the northwest corner is such alarge radius corner - the traction required it.

The above right photo shows the same car, | assume, farther west on Vermilion Street. Note the mud street and the car
working itsway past the traction car. George Wynn Collection
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Amtrak to Detour
on the UP Villa
Groveline

Duetowork ontheUnionPacificbetween
Springfield and Alton Amtrak will bede-
touringthe TexasEagleovertotheUPline
from St. Louis through Villa Grove to
Chicago. Thedates are:

* Sept. 1-8and 16-24 - Oct. 1-9and 16-23
and Nov. 1-9

Normal departuretimearel:45PM out of
Chicago and 7:55 AM out of St. Louis.
Arrival inVillaGrovefortheNorthbound
trainwill beat least 9:30 AM dependingon
if they have maintained the scheduled
arrival in St. Louis. The Southbound ar-
rival timeisusually around4:00PM, again,
depending on time to get south of Yard
Center and onto the mainline. Last year
thistrain wasrouted over onthe VG line
for a2-3 dayswhiletrackwork wasgoing
on around the Chicago area. With the
federal grant that the UP got to upgrade
the line to 79 mph and faster Amtrak is
stopping Lincoln Service at Springfield,
bussing passengers and also detouring
the TexasEagle. Great chanceto seepas-
senger trains on the C& El again.

The Union Pacific has an undercutter working on shoulders on the double north of
Woodland Junction. Member Doug Butzow shot the equipment working near the
US 52 crossing north of Watseka. They were working the southbound main and
dumping the waste across the northbound main. They were able to move along at 3
or 4 miles an hour while working both shoul ders.

On August 13 the TP&W dumped cars
just west of the US 45 crossing in
Gilman. Thiswasonly one of several
derailments that the railroad had in the
proceeding and following weeks. Cause
is not known but may have been track
conditons. Photo by Doug Butzow.



